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Suicide  or  murder? 


Gay  artist 
O.D.'s  after  gang  beating. 


The  brutal  homophobia  ot  this  aty  o( 
hartthais  and  Street  gangs  was  starkly 
revealed  September  20  with  the  death  ol 
24-year-old  Philip  Slone 

Stone  was  a  promising  adisl  and  well- 
known  gay  A  thin  slx-fool-lwo,  he  wore 
sot-inch  platform  shoes  and.  with  his 
moustache  and  slicked  down  hair,  looked 
and  dressed  rather  like  Salvador  Dall,  A 
stnkmg  and  individualistic  figure 

The  gay  social  scene  in  Hamilton  has 
centred  for  some  months  on  the 
Saturday  night  dances  at  Eugenes 
Discolheque,  presently  situated  al  110 
Catherine  Street  North,  near  the  City 
Centre  Eugene's  had  become  the  focal 
point  lor  Philip  also  and  in  the  very  early 
hours  ot  Sunday,  September  19,  after 
the  disco,  he  was  going  across  the  City 
Centre  with  two  friends  to  a  party,  when 
trouble  began. 

The  tno  attracted  the  attention  of  two 
homophobic  males  After  spitting  oul 
some  predictable  epithets,  one  of  them 
shouted,  "You  faggots  betler  start  run- 
ning' and  the  (wo  punks  came  after  the 
three  men  One  ot  the  gays  ran.  but 
Stone  and  the  other  continued  lo  walk  for 
awhile,  breaking  into  a  run  only  when 
their  tormentors  drew  too  dose 

The  two  men  were  pursued  up  Main 
Street  past  (ironically)  the  Wentworth 
County  Court  House  (o  the  Wentworth 
Arms  Hotel  By  chance,  Stone's  friend 
got  lo  a  door  ot  the  hotel  that  was  not 
locked  —  it  was  1 :30  am  —  and  made  it 
inside  to  safety  Stone  was  noi  as  lucky 
he  picked  a  door  that  was  locked  His 
assailants  caught  up  to  him  and  began  to 
beat  him.  Dunng  (he  scuffle  he  was 
thrown  against  a  car  that  was  dnving  by 
and  bounced  back  to  (he  sidewalk  (some 
reports  indicate  the  car  was  stopped,  but 
the  official  version  is  that  it  was  moving). 
The  car  didn't  stop,  bui  the  hoodlums  ran 
away 

Dazed  and  bleeding,  Stone  staggered 
around  outside  Tiffany's,  the  hotel's 
coffee  shop  until,  by  chance,  another  gay 
man  spotted  him,  picked  him  and  his  two 
fnends  up  in  his  (ruck,  and  drove  them  to 
St.  Joseph's  Hospital 

Incidents  like  (his  one  are  by  no 
means  rare  in  Hamilion.  the  city  has  a 
long  and  sorry  history  of  homophobia  In 
the  summer  ol  1975,  lor  example,  two 
gay  men  were  assaulted  without  any 
provocation  by  a  gang  The  police  were 
notified  and  charges  laid  against  the 
attackers,  who  were  positively  identi- 
fied in  a  police  line-up  Later,  however 
the  line-up  was  ruled  to  be  hot  consti- 
luted  property'  and  the  Wen tjfi cations 
Invalidated  No  new  line-up  was 
arranged,  |he  matter  was  dropped  and 
(he  attackers  got  off  scot-free  The 
victims  subsequently  left  Hamilion 

Because  there  is  only  one  hotel  in 
Hamilton  frequented  by  gays  —  the 
Windsor  —  many  muggings  have 
occurred  around  it.  Last  spnng,  a  small 
incident  took  place  in  the  hotel  As  a 
result,  some  gays  left  because  (hey 
didn  I  warn  any  violence  Untortunaiefy  j 
gang  of  some  (en  persons  was  waiting 
for  them   Most  ol  the  departing  gays 
were  chased  back  into  the  hotel,  but  two 
didn  i  make  it  and  were  beaten  up  The 
police  took  the  names  of  the  gay  victims 
bul  not  those  ol  the  gang  members 
some  ol  whom  were  stilt  m  the  hotel 
Although  the  search  for  the  assailants  e 
continuing,  %  a  smalt  comfort  lo  the  vic- 


(ims.  one  of  whom  had  lo  undergo  ^. 
expensive  operations  as  a  resull  ot  his 
injuries  The  McMasier  Homophile 
Association  fMHA)  has  pledged  financial 
support  for  the  victims  in  any  legal  battle 
In  another  incident,  a  gay  high  school 
student  was  beaten  up  this  year  by  a 
gang  Charges  have  been  laid  and  the 
case  is  still  pending   Even  at  McMaster 
University,  homophobia  made  its  pres- 
ence fell  last  February  28,  when  a  dance 
was  disrupted  by  a  gang  throwing  rocks 
which  penetrated  double-plate  glass 
windows.  No  one  was  hurt,  but  some- 
one easily  could  have  been 

The  former  mayor  ol  Hamilton,  Victor 
Copps,  has  made  it  abundantly  clear  that 
he  has  no  sympathy  for  gays,  going  so 
far  as  to  suggest  (hat  his  is  a  family  city 
and  that  gays  should  move  away.  The 
city's  media  are  equally  homophobic  For 
example,  an  announcer  who  works  for 
the  pnvalely  owned  CHCH  television 
station  has  consistently  denigrated  gays 
on  the  air  At  one  point,  upon  receiving  a 
complaint  from  the  MHA.  the  station 
agreed  that  the  announcer  had  gone  loo 
far.  Nevertheless,  in  (he  weeks  pre- 
ceding Philip  Stone's  death,  the  same 
announcer  had  been  denouncing  a 
course  on  homosexuality  being  offered  at 
Humber  College  in  Toronto.  The  course 
is  being  taught  by  Earf  Reidy,  a  former 
president  of  MHA.  And  The  Hamilton 
Spectator,  a  self-styled  family  news- 
paper, adheres  lo  a  policy  of  mentioning 
gay  people  as  little  as  possible.  A  gay 
pas-de-deux  recenlly  performed  by  the 
Ballet  of  Marseilles  was  passed  over  with 
the  commeni  that  'the  pas  was  danced 
very  well'   Unlike  the  other  items  on  the 
programme,  no  mention  was  made  ot  Ihe 
plot  In  much  the  same  fashion,  the 
McMaster  University  Student  Union 
newspaper.  The  Silhouette,  managed  to 
review  the  movie  The  Ritz'  without 
revealing  (hat  the  film  is  se(  in  a  gay 
bath  and  without  making  any  reference 
to  gay  people  Homophobic  matenai 
sometimes  appears  m  The  Spectator 
bul  letters  (o  (he  editor  Irom  MHA  have 
never  been  pnnted  The  daily  does,  how-    i 
ever,  pnnt  advertisements  tor  the  group's    I 


meetings,  dances,  and  crisis  line. 

To  make  matters  worse,  Hamilion  is  a 
city  ot  streei  gangs  who  are  eager  to 
carry  out  the  homophobic  policies 
enunciated  by  government  officials  and 
the  city's  media.  Until  recenlly,  there 
were  several  of  these  gangs  the  Barton- 
Sherman,  the  Kenilworth,  ihe  Parkdale, 
and  so  on   Now.  however,  after  some 
intimidation,  most  have  been  united 
under  Ihe  banner  of  the  Barton  -Sherman 
This  is  the  gang  which  is  largely  res- 
ponsible lor  the  gay  muggings  men- 
tioned above  This  single  large  gang 
rules  the  streets  of  Hamilton,  recenlly 
Jackson  Street,  the  regular  cruising 
ground  for  gays,  was  taken  over1  by  the 
gang.  This  was  Ihe  setting  for  the  finale 
of  the  life  of  Philip  Stone. 

The  night  Stone  was  assaulted,  the 
emergency  ward  at  SI.  Joseph's  Hos- 
pital was.  as  a  hospital  spokesperson 
laier  put  it,  busy'  because  of  an  acci- 
dent. A  nurse  briefly  examined  Slone. 
noted  (hat  he  was  bruised,  and  asked 
him  to  wait.  The  hospital  has  since  said 
that  Philip  Stone  "was  not  a  priority 
case".  Two  members  of  the  Barton- 
Sherman  gang,  who  were  also  In  the 
emergency  ward,  began  to  harass  Stone 
Shaken  and  wishing  to  avoid  further  diffi- 
culties, he  left  after  having  wailed  25 
minutes  He  wen!  on  lo  the  parry  and 
later  returned  to  his  apartment. 

At  noon  on  Sunday  he  telephoned  his 
parents  and  (old  them  about  the  beating. 
He  complained  of  pain  and  blurred  vision 
When  his  parents  visited  him  thai  night, 
he  promised  to  see  a  doctor  on  Monday 
if  the  pain  continued.  They  left  at  6  pm 
They  were  (he  lasl  people  to  see  Slone 
alive. 

One  of  Stone's  friends  tried  (o  reach 
him  all  day  Monday  Finally,  a  group  ot 
his  fnends  discussed  (he  siluation  al  the 
Windsor  After  calling  his  parents,  who 
said  they  had  not  heard  from  him  all  day 
they  decided  to  go  lo  his  apartment 
When  they  arrived  at  1 1  pm.  the  door 
was  unlocked  and  the  living  room  light 
was  on  Opening  the  bedroom  door  they 
switched  on  the  light  and  found  Ihe  body 
on  the  bed 


It  was  later  learned  thai  death  was 
caused  by  a  drug  overdose,  probably 
secobarbitol  The  aclual  mode  ol  death 
will  not  be  known  until  (he  coroner's 
report  is  made  public  in  several  weeks 
Was  It  suicide?  Or  was  it  murder  by 
the  homophobic  society  which  cease- 
lessly harassed  and  tormented  Philip 
Stone' 

Stone  had  been  mugged  three  times 
before  —  in  Hamilton  and  in  Toronto  — 
and  had  vowed  thai  the  nexi  mugging 
would  be  the  last.  He  was  bom  In 
Hamilton  and  had  tned  to  live  in 
Montreal,  Toronto,  and  the  Unlled  Slates. 
Bul  the  only  people  who  steadfastly 
cared  for  him,  his  parents,  lured  him 
back  to  Hamilton  time  and  again,  until  he 
returned  for  good  lasi  year 

Yel  he  lived  alone,  trying  desperately 
to  paint  and  recaplure  his  golden  period' 
of  three  years  ago,  when  he  lived  at  the 
home  ot  Hamilton  artist  Allan  Cddy  and 
his  wile  He  had  also  been  on  drugs  — 
"You  name  it.  he  took  it,"  said  one  friend 
—  bul  he  repeatedly  tried  to  kick  the 
habit  He  hated  Hamilton,  haled  its  hard- 
hat  insenstivity.  its  dehumanizing  maten- 
atism,  and  especially  its  plentiful  homo- 
phobes 

His  mother  quotes  him  as  often 
saying,   "I  can't  live  anymore  because 
society  won't  accepl  me."  "I  want  to  die," 
he  told  his  sister,  Marguerite,  "I  can't 
take  this  life  anymore "  And  to  his  father 
Ail  this  lime,  I  have  devoled  my  life  to 
painting  and  where  has  it  got  me?  But  at 
least  I've  managed  !o  survive  so  far." 

In  January,  he  took  a  night  ]ob  al  the 
post  office  so  that  he  could  paini  during 
the  day  But  he  could  not  produce  paint- 
ings he  was  satisfied  with.  Finally, 
three  weeks  before  he  died,  he  qui!  his 
job  to  devote  all  his  time  to  painting. 
Nevertheless,  he  did  no!  paint  much  in 
the  final  three  weeks;  he  was  Irusirated, 
drained  and  depressed. 

Philip  Stone  had  several  fnends.  but 
no  regular  gay  companion.  He  saw  no 
cause  to  be  violent,  even  if  he  himself 
were  physically  attacked.  He  was 
generous  and  "never  did  anything  to 
anybody",  the  unanimous  verdict  of  his 
friends.  In  short.  Philip  Stone  was  a  lamb 
lo  the  slaughter  —  don't  those  who  hate 
gays  always  pick  the  easiest  targets? 
The  funeral  took  place  on  Thursday 
Wreaths  were  sent  by  MHA,  Eugene's, 
and  many  of  Stone's  friends.  A  note 
attached  to  one  ol  the  wreaths  read 
'Philip,  the  party  is  over "  And  the  follow, 
ing  Saturday,  there  was  a  memorial 
service  A  friend  read  a  poem  and 
Eugene  delivered  a  touching  farewell, 
Perhaps  for  the  first  time  in  Hamilton,  a 
large  group  of  gays,  120  strong,  fell 
united. 

There  are  further  disturbing  elements 
in  the  Philip  Stone  case.  MHA  was  not 
notified  ot  any  Dealing  until  Stone  was 
dead  No  one  complained  to  the  police: 
How  can  a  dead  man  complain? "  His 
gay  fnends  did  not  support  Slone  when  it 
was  imperative  —  both  during  the 
beating  and  afterwards,  on  Sunday. 
Gays  need  to  concern  themselves  with 
the  welfare  of  meir  own  rights  and  by 
commg  to  Ihe  aid  o  I  other  gays  in 
distress  Incidents  like  the  Philip  stone 
case  will  happen  again  But  they  need 
not  have  the  same  tragic  outcome  it  all 
gay  people  stand  ready  to  support  each 
by  Snan*  Que  HmO 
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"The  liberation  ol  homosexuals  can 
only  be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
themselves." 

Kurt  Hi  Her  1921 
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Editorial 


Equal  and  deserving 

The  Code  Review  Committee  ol  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  has 
just  concluded  a  senes  of  public  hear- 
ings which  were  intended  to  help  the 
Committee  formulate  recommendations 
(or  changes  in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  Most  gay  organizations  and  a 
surprising  number  of  others  pressed  the 
Committee  to  protect  the  nghts  of  gay 
people  by  adding  the  term  sexual  orien- 
tation' to  the  Code,  beside  race ,  sex'. 
and  all  the  others  Committee  Chairman 
Bruce  McLeod  appeared  to  understand 
the  need  lor  such  a  change 

It  came  as  a  bit  ol  a  surprise,  there- 
lore,  when  McLeod  wondered  aloud  at  a 
heanng  m  Toronto  last  month  whether 
sexual  onentabon*  was  the  best  I  eon  to 
do  the  job  He  went  on  to  suggesl  that 
Ihe  phrase  is  too  vague  and  might  later 
be  interpreted  to  include  bestiality 
McLeod  proposed  that  the  word  homo- 
sexuality' should  be  plunked  down  inlo 
the  Code  as  a  means  o(  protecting  the 
rights  of  gay  people. 

Frankly,  we  were  stumped.  Nobody 
had  ever  suggested  such  a  thing  before 
and  we  had  no  ready  answer  to  this 
question   But  the  more  we  think  aboul  it, 
the  more  disturbing  the  suggestion  seems 

The  phrase  sexual  orientation  wasn'l 
thrown  together  as  a  slop-gap  measure 
for  these  hearings  Earty  in  1973,  after 
carefully  weighing  all  the  alternatives,  the 
Toronto  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
chose  that  term    sexual  onentation   And 
quite  independently,  all  across  Ihe 
country,  other  groups  have  arrived  at  the 
same  term  'sexual  onentation'  Further, 
almost  every  organization  which  has 
seen  fit  to  support  gay  people  in  their 
fight  (or  legislated  human  nghts,  Irom  the 
New  Democratic  Party  ol  Onlano  to  the 
University  ol  Saskatchewan  Employees 
Union,  has  zeroed  in  on  this  single 
phrase  'sexual  onentation 

Where,  then,  is  the  warrant  which 
en  titles  the  Code  Review  Committee  to 
exercise  its  imagination  in  this  matter'7 

The  term  sexual  onentation'  is  mean- 
ingless only  if  the  gay  movement  and  its 
supporters  count  for  nothing   II  there  is 
any  genuine  cause  for  worry  on  this 
point.  It  is  a  simple  matter  to  define 
'sexual  orientation  in  the  Code,  as  is 
already  the  case  with  some  other  terms: 
"In  this  Act.  sexual  onentation'  includes 
homosexuality,  bisexuahty,  and  hetero- 
sexualily".  Simple. 

Another  point  a  recommendation  from 
the  Committee  (hat  homosexuality'  be 
added  to  the  Code  is,  practically  speak- 
ing, bound  to  retard  the  progress  of  gay 
rights  rather  than  advance  it.  You  don't 
have  to  be  a  political  genius  to  fore- 
see that  the  ink  would  hardly  be  dry 
before  some  reactionary  in  the  Legis- 
lature, parading  as  a  champion  ol  sexual 
nghts.  would  demand  lo  know  if  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Committee  to  protect 
homosexuals  while  exposing  hetero- 
sexuals to  the  cruelties  of  disch  mi  nation. 
II  would  be  a  simple  matter  to  defeat  the 
Committee's  recommendation  on  Ihe 
ground  that  it  attacks  the  heterosexual 
majority 

It  is  even  more  important,  however,  to 
oppose  this  ill-considered  proposal  as  a 
matter  of  principle  II  is  our  suspicion  that 
the  Code  Review  Committee  doesn't  like 
the  term  sexual  orientation'  because  it 
suggests  that  homosexuality  and  hetero- 
sexualify  are  just  two  different  aspects  ol 
the  same  thing,  because  it  implies  thai 
homosexuality  and  heterosexuaiity  are. 
well,  equal  How  much  more  comforting 
to  point  a  finger  at  homosexuality  alone, 
without  raising  the  disturbing  question  of 
its  relation  to  heterosexuaiity,  to  hand 
gay  people  compassion  instead  of  res- 
pect, to  treat  us  like  the  physically  handi- 
capped, as  The  Toronto  Star  suggests 

II  follows,  then,  that  we  must  resolutely 
repudiate  any  recommendation  that  the 
word  homosexuality'  be  included  in  the 
Human  Rights  Code  Onty  sexual  onen- 
tation will  do  We  demand  that  our  nghts 
be  protected  in  law,  not  because  we  are 
interior  and  need  that  protection,  but  be- 
cause we  are  equal  and 
protection 


Important  step 

Lesbians  across  the  country  met  in 
Ottawa  over  Thanksgiving  weekend   In  a 
spint  ol  unity,    the  women  unanimously 
approved  plans  towards  the  lormation  ot 
a  national  lesbian  organization  which 
would  provide  a  structure  for  dealing  with 
the  v  a  no  us  issues  ot  concern  to  lesbian 
women. 

This  is  an  important  step  forward  for 
lesbians  in  Canada  lor  it  means  that  an 
organization  can  be  developed  thai  will 
examine  lesbian  issues  and  work 
towards  goals  that  lesbians  have  set  lor 
themselves  For  lesbians  who  have  been 
reluctant  to  work  within  Ihe  male- 
dominated  gay  movement,  an  organiz- 
ation will  now  exist  where  they  can 
expend  their  political  energies  to  work  lor 
changes  in  our  sexist  society 

The  existence  ot  a  lesbian  organisation 
will  mean  that  lesbian  issues  can  be 
taken  inlo  account  by  the  national  gay 
movement  so  thai  lesbians  and  gay  men 
can  work  together  to  overcome  their 
common  oppression. 

We  welcome  what  was  accomplished 
in  Ottawa  and  hope  that  the  discussions 
that  take  place  over  the  next  year  will  be 
instrumental  in  building  a  nationwide 
lesbian  movement 


Letters 


Inaccuracies 

Your  news  story  in  Issue  #27  ( "Ottawa 
police  raid  Toronto  Bath's  offices")  con- 
tains factual  errors  which  should  be  cor- 
rected and  which  may  be  ot  reader  inter- 
est. 

First,  I  am  not  Ihe  Manager  ot  Club 
Toronto,  merely  the  corporate  Treasurer 
The  Club's  Manager  position  is  held  by 
Randy  Reese 

Second,  Sgt  Devine  was  accompanied 
by  three  officers,  nol  two.  One  was 
another  Ottawa  morality  squad  officer. 
The  other  two  were  Toronto  morality 
squad  officers,  brought  along  as  a  com- 
mon courtesy 

Third,  the  Toronto  officers  were  quite 
civil  dunng  the  search.  Any  comment  I 
might  have  made  concerning  belligerence 
was  in  specific  relerence  to  Sgt.  Devine. 
I  understand  Devine  was  Involved  in  Ihe 
Ottawa  "male  prostitution"  case  ol  last 
year  which  resulted  in  one  gay  person's 
death  His  attitude  and  behavior 
displayed  during  the  search  suggested 
nol  only  that  he  was  anticipating  resis- 
tance, but  also  that  he  relishes  his 
aggressive  pursuit  of  gay-relaled  cases. 
Nol  a  pleasant  person,  irt  my  opinion. 
Rick  Stenhouse 
Club  Baths 
Toronto 

How  about  it  Calgary?! 

I  realty  enjoy  your  paper  -  it's  temficl  I 
look  forward  to  each  one.  However,  I'm 
disappointed  to  see  that  there's  no  input 
Irom  the  western  provinces. 

Calgary  is  a  fine,  friendly  western  city 

II  boasts  2  modem  steam  baths,  a  lovely 
gay  restaurant  as  well  as  a  couple  ot  gay 
soaai  clubs.  There  is  also  a  lesbian 
drop-in  centre  and  a  Gay  Resource 
Centre. 

We  have  these  fine  outlets  in  Calgary 
and  yet  we  never  read  about  them  in 
TBP  How  about  some  gay  conferences 
in  Calgary?  How  about  some  gay 
churches?  Well,  how  about  it  Calgary  - 
let's  hear  from  you! 
Charlie  Thompson 
Alberta 


Reader    endorses  age 
stand 

The  other  day,  I  was  in  an  all-gay  office, 
I  heard  a  fellow  remark:  "You  mean 
some  gays  really  like  boys?"  Meaning, 
anyone  under  legal  age. 

Your  stand  in  favor  ol  Ihe  resolution  to 
abolish  all  age-of-consenl  taws  is  a  big 
step.  It  shows  understanding  tor  many 
countless  boys,  who  by  their  own  choice. 
desire  gay  friends  and  lovers,  but  who. 
because  of  present  laws,  must  live  in 
fear  ol  having  such  relationships,  be  they 
sexual  or  nol. 


2/ Body  Politic 


congratulate  you  not  only  lor 

supporting  the  resolution,  but  lor  printing 
these  senes  ot  articles  on  the  plight  of 
gay  youth. 

'The  series  began  in  issue  #  26  £d] 
RunW. 
Hermes  editor 
Chicago 

Conference  coverage 

Gay  solidarity  has  always  been  one  ot  Ihe 
more  important  tenels  ot  the  Canadian 
gay  movement.  This  was.  in  lact.  (he 
theme  of  this  year's  annua)  conference 
as  expressed  in  the  slogan  "Many 
Faces.  One  Focus 

Until  very  recently,  the  gay  community 
of  Canada  was  completely  isolated, 
totally  disorganized  and  consequently, 
virtually  incapable  of  resisting  discrimin- 
ation and  fighting  oppression  The 
emergence  of  a  gay  movement  has 
changed  all  of  this  The  success  of  this 
years  conference  is  proof  that  we  are 
continuing  lo  grow  rapidly 

We  cannot  yet  afford  disunity  which 
helps  to  perpetuate  our  oppression.  Yel 
the  unity  of  the  movement  seemed 
challenged  al  the  Conference  by  certain 
elements  -  notably  the  Revolutonary 
Marxist  Group  However,  this  was  in  fact 
only  an  apparent  challenge.  Disunity,  if  it 
occurs,  will  come  from  within. 

The  RMG  has  never  been  a  part  of  the 
Canadian  gay  movement.  In  fact,  it  is 
clear  that  they  are  in  no  way  Interested 
in  building  a  Canadian  gay  movement. 
Nor  are  they  interested  in  contributing  to 
a  constructive  discussion  of  the  Issues 
—  a  role  which  they  could  conceivably 
play  even  from  without.  Rather  they  see 
virtue  in  creating  disruption  and  pro- 
gress in  fostering  disunity. 

Apart  from  sending  contingents  to 
demonstrations  and  putting  up  (he  odd 
poster,  Ihe  RMG  does  little  or  nothing  lor 
the  growth  ol  the  gay  movement  in  this 
country  on  a  day  to  day  basis.  It  is  the 
hundreds  of  gay  activists  in  centres 
across  the  country  who  do  that. 

The  RMG's  tactic  Is  to  show  up  at  con- 
ferences and  attempt  to  divide  us  by 
introducing  controversial  and  emotional 
resolutions  al  the  end  —  not  as  a 
constructive  move,  but  as  a  disruptive 
contribution  (o  our  debates.  Moreover, 
they  attempt  to  guilt-lrip  us  into  support- 
ing their  particular  political  analysis  by 
pretending  lo  represent  women. 
Quebecois,  and  other  groups  who  do  nol 
yet  have  a  representative  voice  in  our 
movement   In  fact,  they  only  represenl 
themselves.  II  is  important  to  remember 
that  the  RMG  is  apparently  no  more  rep- 
resentative of  women,  Quebecois,  etc., 
than  they  are  representative  ot  gay 
people. 

Thus,  the  RMG,  does  not,  in  lact.  pose 
a  real  threat  to  the  unity  of  the  gay 
movement.  The  overwhelming  rejection 
of  their  ploys  by  this  year's  conference  is 
proof  thai  they  have,  on  the  contrary, 
acted  to  build  our  solidarity. 

Congratulations  to  The  Body  Politic 
lor  its  editorial  last  issue  pointing  out  the 
tactics  of  the  RMG.  We,  the  following, 
endorse  your  stand. 
Gays  for  Equality,  Winnipeg 
8111  Lewis,  Winnipeg 
Tom  Warner,  Toronto 
Dents  Le Blanc.  Ottawa 
Ron  Dayman,  Montreal 

Having  had  enough  time  to  mull  things 
over  and  come  to  some  immediate 
conclusions,  I  would  like  to  say  a  lew 
things  about  (he  4th  Annual  Gay 
Conference.  . 

I  usually  keep  in  the  background.  But 
this  time  I  am  taking  credit  where  credit 
is  due  (though  some  may  nol  see  it  In 
exactly  the  same  light)..    K  is  unfortunate 
that  you  locussed  on  Natalie  La  Roche 
as  a  member  of  the  RMG,  as  well  as 
implying  that  she  was  somehow  a 
'leader'  of  the  interruption  of  the  last 
plenary,, .  For  if  there  are  any 
accusations  to  be  made  at  all.  it  must  be 
made  to  every  woman  who  demanded 
the  motion  be  reopened.  Lesbian- 
leminists  with  whom  I  am  acquainted  do 
not  tike  lo  be  led'  or  manipulated';  we 
would  raiher  have  control  over  every  part 
of  our  own  lives    In  our  own  fumbling, 
limited  way,  we  were  trying  to  do  Just 

continued  on  page  20 
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notional 


Lack  of  funds, 
cooperation 
hamper  national 
coalition 


The  annual  meeting  ol  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  took  place  in 
Toronto  on  September  4.  5  and  6  as  part 
of  the  Fourth  Annual  Gay  Conlerence 
The  Coalition  was  formed  by  17  groups 
across  Canada  last  yea/  in  Ottawa  a!  the 
Third  National  Gay  Rights  Conference 
According  to  its  founding  document. 
"NGRC  is  a  civil  rights  organization  whose 
primary  objectives  are  the  removal  ol  all 
federal  legislation  which  permits,  con- 
dones, or  encourages  discnmination 
against  homosexuals  and  the  imple- 
mentation of  legislatively  guaranteed  civil 
rights  for  gay  people     The  Coalition  has 
grown  to  include  33  local  organizations 
during  the  past  year 

NGRC  Secretary  David  Garmaise 
presented  an  assessment  of  the  work  of 
the  Coalition  in  its  first  year  to  the  open- 
ing session  of  this  year's  Conference  He 
reminded  his  audience  lhal  the  1975 
founding  conference  had  designated  five 
priorities  the  Immigration  Act.  the 
Damien  case,  human  nghts  legislation, 
sen  cnmes  legislation,  and  custody  nghts 
for  gay  parents. 

In  the  battle  to  force  deletion  from  the 
Immigration  Act  of  clauses  excluding  gays. 
Garmaise  reported  lhal  the  Coordinating 
Office  in  Ottawa  had  maintained 
pressure  throughout  (he  year  on  the 
Department  ol  Immigration  to  implement 
the  recommend  al  ions  of  Ihe  Special 
Joinl  Committee  on  Immigration  Policy 
Last  year  Ihe  Committee,  under  pressure 
Irom  gay  groups  all  across  the  country. 
recommended  (hat  all  references  to 
homosexuality  be  removed  from  the 
Immigration  Act  Garmaise  expressed 
confidence  that  Ihe  new  Immigration  Acl, 
when  finally  introduced,  would  meel 
NGRC's  requirements. 

In  ihe  area  of  human  nghts,  Garmaise 
noted  the  wide  media  coverage  received 
by  two  demonstrations  on  Pariiament  Hill 
arranged  by  NGRC  to  dramatize  its 
demand  thai  sexual  onentation  be 
included  in  the  proposed  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act.  He  added  that  a  bnef 
on  the  same  subject,  which  was 
prepared  by  Ihe  Coordinating  Office  and 
transmitted  lo  all  MPs  by  local  organiz- 
ations, had  generated  favourable  publici- 
ty. Garmaise  said  this  was  a  good 
example  of  what  could  be  achieved  by 
cooperation  between  the  Coordinating 
Office  ol  the  Coalition  and  its  member 
groups,  observing  that  "we  need  more  of 
this  type  of  thing  if  the  Coalition  is  really 
going  to  be  a  coalition." 

Garmaise  reported  no  Coalition  action 
on  the  sex  cnmes  legislation  except  (or  a 
response  to  the  government's  initiative 
in  amending  the  dangerous  sexual 
offenders  (DSO)  section  of  Ihe  Cnmimal 
Code  This  law  empowers  a  court  to 
sentence  any  person  found  guilty  of 
certain  specified  cnmes  to  indefinite 
detenbon  in  addition  to  what  ever  penalty 
is  pre  sen  bed  for  the  specific  crime 
involved.  The  government  is  expanding 
Ihe  1st  ol  offences  covered  by  this  law 
as  part  ol  its  authoritarian  peace  and 
secunty'  legislation   NGRC  representa- 
tives met  with  Commons  Justice  Com- 
mittee chairman  MP  Stuart  Leggal  (NDP| 
and  with  the  full  Committee  to  discuss 
amendments  to  the  DSO  law.  The 
NGRC  presentation  was  received  by  Ihe 
Committee  wrth  considerable  hostility 
Turning  to  the  two  remaining  pnon- 
tres.  Garmaise  said  that  nothing  had 
been  done  erther  on  custody  nghts  or  the 
Damien  case  He  observed  lhal  some  ol 
the  Coordinating  Office's  limited  resour- 
ces had  had  to  be  used  m  an  area  which 
was  not  foreseen  as  a  priority  police 
repression  NGRC  helped  to  publicize 
and  coordinate  resistance  lo  Ihe  pre- 
Olympic  crackdown  on  gay  people  m 
cen  tra)  Canada. 

According  to  Garmaise,  NGRC  did  not 
meet  all  ol  rts  goals  for  its  first  year 
November 


because  ot  lack  o'  lunds,  an  overty 
ambtous  programme,  and  lack  of 
cooperation  and  communication  from 
member  groups  He  warned.    I  have 
discovered  thai  we  are  much  better  al 
developing  strategy  than  we  are  at 
carrying  it  oul-  Let's  not  undertake  more 
than  we  can  handle 

NGRC  representatives  met  together 
three  times  over  the  Labour  Day 
weekend  to  consider  a  raft  of  detailed 
policy  and  strategy  proposals  prepared 
by  Gays  ot  Ottawa.  In  Ihe  end.  the  pnon- 
ties  for  Ihe  coming  year  were  much  Ihe 
same  as  for  the  preceding  year,  with  one 
practical  addition  human  nghts  legis- 
lation, the  Damien  case,  the  Immi- 
gration Acl.  child  custody,  and  finances. 
There  was  some  decentralization  ot 
NGRC  work;  the  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  will  prepare  a  paper  on 
the  age-of- consent  laws,  the  Halifax  Gay 
Alliance  for  Equality  will  put  together  a 
guide  for  gays  organizing  outside  big 
cities,  and  the  Gay  Alliance  al  York 
(Toronto)  will  research  the  whole 
Criminal  Code  on  gay  questions. 

Al  their  final  meeting,  the  NGRC 
representatives  adopted  a  report  from 
Lesbian  Caucus  delegate  Terry  Faubert 
which  listed  as  specific  lesbian  concerns 
child  custody  and  care,  defence  of 
victimized  women,  rape,  lund-raising.  pb 
discrimination,  the  building  of  a  lesbian 
conference,  establishment  of  lesbian 
centres,  and  an  educational  campaign  to 
inform  lesbians  of  their  nghts 

The  meeting  also  adopted  resolutions 
affirming  NGRC  support  for  the  lesbian 
movement,  encouraging  gay  organiz- 
ations to  take  part  in  the  October  14  Day 
of  Protest  against  wage  controls,  and 
recognizing  the  righl  ol  Quebecois  gays 
to  determine  the  form  of  the  gay  struggle 
in  Quebec 

Many  of  these  resolutions  were 
identical  to  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Conlerence.  This  redundancy  served  to 
underline  an  important  question  raised  by 
the  separate  meetings  of  NGRC  rep- 
resentatives: what  is  ihe  relationship  ot 
the  annual  conferences  to  Ihe  Coalition? 
Throughout  the  Conference  some  par- 
ticipants, notably  RMG  Gays,  maintained 
that  the  Coalition  and  its  Coordinating 
Office  should  be  bound  by  Ihe  decisions 
of  the  Conference  Others  saw  the  Con- 
lerence and  Ihe  Coalition  as  two  dis- 
tinct entities  which,  for  Ihe  sake  of  con- 
venience, were  meeting  m  Ihe  same 
place  and  at  the  same  lime.  On  this 
view,  the  meeting  ol  NGRC  representa- 
tives is  the  body  which  makes  Coalition 
policy. 

Several  facts  seem  to  favour  the  view 
that  Conferences  should  direct  the 
Coalition   Secretary  Garmaise  delivered 
his  review  of  Coalition  activities  lo  me 
Conference,  not  to  a  meeting  of  NGRC 
representatives;  the  Coalition  was  cre- 
ated by  a  Conference;  the  founding 
document  of  the  Coalition  speaks  only  of 
representatives  and  does  not  mention 
any  separate  executive  body  to  be  made 
up  of  these  representatives 

Common  sense  and  practicality, 
however,  seem  to  favour  Ihe  idea  that 
the  assembled  NGRC  representatives 
constitule  the  ruling  body  of  Ihe 
Coalition   In  the  absence  of  any  con- 
tinuing authority  that  determines  which 
gathenngs  are  conferences  and  which 
are  not.  anybody  could  hold  a  meeting, 
declare  it  a  Conference,  and  issue  direc- 
tions to  the  Coalition.  Again,  the  found- 
ing document  is  silent  on  the  mailer  ol 
Conferences  Finally,  there  is  the  fact 
that  not  all  organizations  represented  at 
Conferences  are  members  of  the 
Coalition 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  ambiguity  of 
the  founding  document  on  this  Important 
matter,  the  NGRC  representatives 
decided  there  should  be  a  public  discus- 
sion earned  in  Ihe  pages  of  NGRC 
Forum  during  the  next  year  it  is 
essential  thai  a  maximally  democratic 
solution  be  found  to  this  problem  by  ihe 
lime  next  year's  annual  conlerence 
adjourns  To  lei  it  go  beyond  Ihen  will 
leave  the  Coalition  open  to  charges  thai 
it  is  not  the  legitimate  voice  ol  gay 
people  across  the  country 

by  Ken  Popart  D  I 


Lesbians  call  for 
national 
organization  at 
Ottawa  conference 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  women  from 
across  Canada  attended  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference  organized  by  LOON 
(Lesbians  ot  Ottawa  Now)  and  held  al 
Ottawa  University  from  October  9-11 
The  three-day  event  was  marked  by  a 
spirit  of  unity  and  solidarity  wherein  the 
women  seemed  to  agree  on  the  need  tor 
a  national  lesbian  movement. 

Civil  rights,  child  custody  and  the 
women's  movement  were  among  the 
topics  discussed  at  the  numerous  work- 
shops. A  number  of  social  events  were 
held  over  the  long  weekend  a  dance 
Saturday  night;  a  coffee  house  Sunday 
evening;  and  a  brunch  Monday  morning 

Al  the  strategy  workshop  a  proposal 
was  made  calling  lor  the  formation  of  a 
national  lesbian  organization  At  the 
closing  plenary  this  plan  was  unani- 
mously adopied,  and  a  steering  committee 
consisting  of  delegates  from  five  regions 
ot  Ihe  country,  was  created  to  build  the 
organization.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a 
founding  conference  ot  this  national 
organization  within  a  year  Pnor  to  that, 
regional  conferences  will  be  held  where 
issues  for  a  Canadian  lesbian  movement 
will  be  aired  and  discussed.  Proposals 
coming  from  these  conferences  will  be 
taken  to  the  next  national  conference 
and  will  be  debated  as  potential  policy 
for  a  national  organization. 
More  detailed  coverage  ol  0)6  confer- 
ence will  follow  In  (he  next  Issue. 


Saskatoon 


John  Damien 


NGRC  to  raise 
$6000  for  Damien 

"OPERATION  6,000  DOLLARS,  a 

special  lund-raising  error!  to  support  the 
John  Damien  struggle,  has  been 
launched  by  the  Coordinating  Office  of 
the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC). 

Damien's  suit  against  Ihe  On  tan  o 
Racing  Commission  is  entering  a  critical 
phase  and  S6.000  is  needed  almosl 
immediately  lo  pay  lor  legal  and  court 
costs. 

Each  ol  the  33-member  groups  of 
NGRC  has  been  assigned  a  quota  in  one 
ol  five  categories  ranging  from  S55  00  to 
5420.00 

Groups  have  until  December  1st  lo 
raise  the  money 

In  each  of  the  five  categones,  Ihe 
group  that  most  exceeds  its  quota  will  be 
awarded  a  special  pnze 

Two  of  the  pnzes  that  will  be  given 
away  are 

-  a  copy  of  Gays  of  Ottawa's  fast 
becoming  famous   Pubic  Forum 
poster  intended  to  announce  a  Pub- 
lic Forum  on  Homosexuality  during 
GO's  Fifth  Anniversary  Week 

-  A  drawing  ol  Twilight  Rose,  a  radical 
drag  columnist  in  the  early  years  of 
the  Body  Politic 

The  remaining  pnzes  will  be  announ- 
ced at  a  later  dale 

by  David  Garmaise  1] 


Gay  centre 
appoints  full-time 
director 

The  Saskatoon  Gay  Centre  has  ap- 
pointed an  executive  director  who  will  be 
responsible  tor  greatly  increasing  Ihe 
centre's  profile  in  the  gay  community  in 
this  praine  city 

Doug  Hellquisl,  long-time  gay  activisl. 
assumed  his  duties  as  the  centre's  first 
executive  director  on  October  1.  He  Is 
now  responsible  lor  the  day  to  day  oper- 
ation ol  the  centre,  and  'or  the  Insti- 
gation and  development  of  new  pro- 
grams. 

In  the  past,  the  Centre  was  oper- 
ational only  in  the  evenings,  Hellquist's 
appointment  will  ensure  thai  il  is  open 
dunng  regular  business  hours  as  well. 

"I  see  the  involvement  of  more  people 
in  the  programs  and  activities  of  the 
centre  as  one  ol  my  prime  responsi- 
bilities'' Heiiquist  said  in  a  recent  inter- 
view "Well  be  reaching  oul  to  mem- 
bers ol  the  community  we  haven'i  had 
Ihe  Opportunity  to  reach  till  now  gay 
youth,  married  gays,  gay  people  in  rural 
areas  ...  as  well,  we  expect  to  profit  from 
a  closer  liaison  with  sympathetic  and 
qualified  professionals  in  the  community:' 

Saskatoon  to  host 
national  conference 

The  Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre 
will  host  the  national  gay  conference  in 
1977 

The  Coordinating  Office  ot  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  has  announced  lhal 
the  5th  National  Gay  Conference  will 
lake  place  in  Saskatoon  from  29  June  to 
3  July,  1977. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  4th  Annual  Gay 
Conference  in  Toronto  in  September. 
next  year's  conlerence  will  be  centred 
around,  but  not  limited  to,  NGRC  issues. 

The  conlerence  will  be  spread  oul  over 
a  five-day  period. 


Gays  force  CBC 
to  back  down  on 
ad  policy 

The  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  (GAE)  ol 
Halifax  has  filed  an  inlervention  in  the 
renewal  of  Ihe  broadcasting  licence  of 
CBH,  a  local  CBC  radio  station 

At  a  public  hearing  in  Halifax  on 
October  5,  the  GAE  presented  a  bnef  to 
the  Canadian  Radio- Television  and  Tele- 
communications Commission  describing 
CBH  s  refusal  to  accept  public  service 
announcements  lor  the  GAYLINE,  a 
lelephone  counselling  line  operated  by 
Ihe  GAE.  The  bnef  asked  thai  ihe 
station's  licence  nol  be  renewed  until  II 
adopts  a  non-discnmmaiory  PSA  policy 

In  its  rebuttal  to  the  intervention.  CBC 
stated  that  the  inhibiting  factor  against 
accepting  the  PSA  had  been   the 
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This 
Fall...  !•.  ' 

bring  Florida 
into  your  own 
livingroom... 

WITH  HYDROPONIC, 
SOILLESS  GARDENING 


Mr.  Plantman  has  put  together  a  special  package  that 
includes  everything  you  need  lo  start  your  soil-less  garden:  2 
planters,  plant-sitter,  2  air  hoses,  air  connector,  growing 
medium,  irrigation  tube  assemblies,  hydroponic  plant  food, 
selection  of  seeds  and  markers,  bamboo  sticks,  plant  ties  and 
hydroponic  gardening  instructions. 


For  only 

$79.95 

and  4  ft.  indoor 
grow  light 
For  only 

$69.95 


Start  growing  tastier  tomatoes,  and  lustier  lettuce  with  Mr. 
Plantman! 


PLANT  SALE  STILL  ON 

Your  Choice 

With  Container 

$19.99 

or  2  for  only 

$37.99 
5=4fMizc 

larger  sizes  available, 
to  10' 

Two  locations  in  Toronto 

Queen  St.  Store  Hoursj_  Mon-Wed  9-6 

415  Queen  St.,  East  ot  Thurs-Fri  9-9 

Spadina,  South  side  Sat  9-5,  Sun  Noon  til  5 
Tel  -  363-6359 


— * 

I 

fc-i 

Richmond  Hill  Store 
10956  Yonge  St. 
Half  mile  north  of 
Elgin  Mills 
Tel.  884-2922 


We  accept  Charge*  and    MasterCharge  cards. 
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element  ol  controversy  inherent  in  ihe 
Gay  Liberation  Movement     The  Cor- 
poration appeared  to  back  track  by 
suggesting  mat  a  definite  decision  had 
nol  yel  been  made  to  accept  or  refect 
the  ad,  obscuring  ihe  'act  that  CBC  has 
already  firmly  rejected  the  ad.  both 
verbally  and  in  writing,  on  several 


CBC  said  that  it  is  in  the  process  ol 
lormulating  a  national  policy  towards 
PSAs  tor  gay  organizations   The  rebuttal 
states,  "K  will  rightly  be  viewed  by  the 
Gay  Uberalion  Movement  as  a  corporate 
policy  decision  which  should  have  equal 
application  at  ail  CBC  production 
centres,  'n  other  words,  our  decision  in 
the  presenl  situation  wilt  be  a  precedent 
tor  Ihe  Corporation."  The  CBC  has  not 
indicated  when  the  new  policy  wilt  be 
announced. 

The  rebuttal  seems  lo  be  designed  to 
disarm  the  GAE  s  intervention  and  to 
prevent  a  public  airing  ol  CBC's  actions. 
It  has  the  effect  ol  delaying  the  confron- 
tation until  alter  Ihe  CRTC  has  ruled  on 
CBH's  licence  renewal  There  is  no 
assurance  that  the  new  policy  will  be  a 
non-discri minatory  one 

The  GAE  has  asked  CBC  lo  set  a 
deadline  lor  the  announcement  of  the 
new  policy  and  to  consult  with  the  gay 
group  in  its  formulation.  The  GAE  has 
also  urged  other  gay  organizations  to  put 
pressure  on  CBC  to  eslablish  a  non- 
discriminatory policy,  as  the  new  policy 
will  be  national  in  its  application 

by  Robin  Metcalfe i   i 


Windsor 


Labor  recommends 

anti-discrimination 

clauses 

Windsor  and  District  Labour  Council,  on 
October  12,  adopted  a  resolution  calling 
tor  the  amendment  ol  Ihe  O.H.R.  Code 
"to  protect  the  civil  rights  o(  homo- 
sexual men  and  women."  (text  of  the 
resolution). 

The  resolution  also  urged  trade  unions 
to  negotiate  clauses  in  contracts  with 
their  employers  that  will  outlaw  dis- 
crimination in  regard  to  Ihe  hiring,  train- 
ing and  promotion  ol  gay  workers  The 
resolution  was  passed  with  only  one 
dissenting  vole  and  no  discussion 

Mickey  Warner,  president  of  CUPE 
Local  B2  introduced  the  motion  at  the 
request  ot  Windsor  Gay  Unity  and  the 
Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights  in  Onlano 
(CGRO)  The  Labor  Council  will  send  Ihe 
resolution  to  the  Onlano  Federation  ot 
Labor  convention  being  held  this  fall. 

by  Jim  Monk  O 


Ontario 


Star  creature 
attacks  new  gay 
group 

The  Mlsslssauga  Times,  part  ol  The 
Toronto  Star  publishing  empire,  has 
recently  published  a  vitriolic  piece  attack- 
ing ihe  newly,  formed  Gay  Equality 
Mississauga. 

James  Bailey,  a  regular  columnist  for 
ihe  weekly  paper,  devoted  his  entire 
column  of  October  6  lo  denouncing  and 
insulting  the  group  The  column  was 
titled   Gays  simply  aren't  normal ' 

Bailey  was  responding  to  a  press 
release  mailed  out  by  the  group  which 
announced  lis  formation  and  its  plans  tor 
Ihe  future   II  described  iiself  as  being 
formed  to   meet  the  social,  educational, 
and  community  needs  of  lesbians  and 
male  homosexuals  m  Mississauga.'' 

Elgin  Blair,  president  ot  the  group,  des- 
cribed the  reactions  ol  the  organization 
as    surprise  and  shock  at  Ihe  intensity  ol 
Mr.  Bailey's  hostility 

Bailey  had  also  wondered  m  his 
column  whether  the  group's  pot  luck 
dinners   referred  10  the  food  or  the  guest 
list". 

Blair  said  "We  demand  a  public 


apology  from  hrm  lor  this  remark  As 
citizens  and  rate-payers  in  this  com- 
munity we  deserve  the  same  courtesy 
and  respect  extended  to  other  citizens 

~"  ur  said  that  his  group  intended  to 
bring  a  complaint  before  the  Onlano 
Human  Rights  Commission 

The  Mississauga  Times  reaches  a 
readership  of  some  55.000  in  this 
community  just  west  ol  Metro  Toronto 


Edmonton 


MP  rejects  gay 
rights 

"The  rights  of  homosexuals  are  not  a 
major  priority  tor  me  al  presenl,''  says 
Doug  Roche,  Progressive  Conservative 
MP  (Edthonton-Strathcona,,  a  Roman 
Catholic  lay  theologian  and  author. 
Roche  made  (he  siatemeni  in  response 
lo  a  question  raised  by  a  lesbian 
constituent  September  22  al  a  public 
'town  hall'  meeting  in  Edmonton. 

However,  reacting  to  applause  which 
his  statement  draw  Irom  the  solidly 
conservative  audience,  Roche  hastily 
added  that  he  did  not  consider  his  res- 
ponse a  'put-down'  ol  the  woman's  sexual 
orientation. 

Roche  went  on  record  as  being 
"opposed  to  all  forms  of  discrimination" 
but  was  not  willing  to  functionalize  his 
opposition  by  publicly  supporting  the 
extension  ol  civil  rights  legislation  to  gay 
women  and  men,  He  said  he  would  con- 
sider' such  an  issue  if  his  constituents 
insisted  that  he  lake  a  stand  on  II. 

As  for  the  Immigration  Act,  Roche  said 
thai  immigration  restrictions  on  epileptics 
and  menial  retardates  were  of  more 
concern  lo  him.  He  made  no  further 
mention  ol  gays  The  local  CBC  tele- 
vision news  broadcast  this  non- 
response 

Roche's  failure  to  lake  a  stand  on  gay 
rights  in  the  lederal  sphere  comes  as  a 
mild  surprise  lo  the  Edmonton  gay  com- 
munity The  June  18  edition  ol  The 
Edmonton  Journal  quoted  a  forceful 
statement  from  Roche  in  defense  ol  an 
allegedly  gay  member  ot  his  constitu- 
ency executive.  The  MP  said  in  part.  "He 
is  a  highly  regarded,  lifelong  Progressive 
Conservative  and  I  strenuously  object  lo 
any  slurs  against  his  reputation  or  sug- 
gestions that  he  be  tossed  out  ol  the  PC 
party  This  man  taught  my  children     and 
he  did  a  completely  satisfactory  job." 

In  making  such  a  statement,  Roche 
identified  and  objected  lo  two  facets  of 
discrimination  which  concern  gays;  job 
security  and  social  status.  Yet,  when 
asked  by  a  gay  woman  il  he  would  voice 
such  concerns  in  support  ol  gay  crVil 
riohls  protection  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  Roche  claimed  this  was  not 
at  presenl  an  important  Issue 


Ottawa 


Coalition  demands 
meeting  with 
Solicitor  General 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  today 
demanded  a  meeting  with  Solicitor 
General  Francis  Fox  to  discuss  dis- 
crimination against  homosexuals  in  and 
by  the  RCMP. 

The  Coalition,  which  represents  33  gay 
groups  across  Canada,  was  reacting  lo 
slatemenls  in  Ihe  media  by  an  RCMP 
spokesperson  who  said  that  investi- 
gations ol  prospective  RCMP  officers 
focus  on  "character  weaknesses  - 
alcoholism,  homosexuality  and  trails 
such  as  extreme  dependence  on  one's 
mother"  (Globe  and  Mall,  October. 
Page  1). 

Il  is  disgraceful  thai  we  should  still 
have  to  refute  the  suggestion  that  homo- 
sexualitv  is  a  character  disorder,"  said 
Coalition  Co-ordinaior  David  Garmaise 
This  is  an  outmoded  ooncept  long  ago 
rejected  by  thinking  people  in  society 
There  are  many  homosexuals  in  the 
public  service  and  they  put  in  an  honest 


NEW% 


days  wi»  iust  like  everyone  else,    tie 
said 

hlomosexuality  should  not  be  a  fador 
in  employment,    Garmaise  said     Gay 
people  have  the  right  to  a  fob  in  the 
RCMP  Of  anywhere  m  the  public  service 

Human  rights  act 
to  be  reintroduced 

Justice  Minister  Ron  Basford  has 
announced  that  the  federal  government 

"  be  reintroducing  its  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Acl  legislation  early  in  the  new 
session  of  Parliament  which  began  in  the 
second  week  of  October 

The  Ad,  which  will  cover  federal 
employees  as  well  as  employees  ol 
companies  under  federal  charter,  such 
as  Air  Canada  and  the  CNR,  aims  at 
ensunng  a  number  of  basic  human  nghts 
and  offers  protection  against  job  dis- 
crimination tor  some  minority  groups 

But  it  otters  no  protection  for  gay 
people 

The  legislation,  when  onginally  intro- 
duced in  1975,  did  not  Include  sexual 
orientation  among  the  prohibited  categor- 
ies ol  discrimination 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC)  protested  this  exclusion  and  <l 
has  established  this  issue  as  one  ot  its 
priorities  for  the  current  year 

In  a  letter  dated  30  August  t976,  the 
NGRC  Coordinating  Office  wrote  to 
Basford  asking  that  sexual  orientation  be 
added  to  the  legislation  before  it  is  rein- 
troduced. Basford  has  not  yet  replied  to 
the  letter 

Groups  and  Individuals  should  send 
their  letters  to  The  Honourable  Ron 
Basford.  Minister  ot  Justice,  House  ol 
Commons,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K 1 A  0A6  No 
postage  is  required 

Copies  ot  each  tetter  should  be  sent 

to  your  local  MP  and  to  the  local  media. 

by  David  Garmalse  ~ 


Toronto 


Gay  community 
may  lose  clinic 

This  dry's  gay  community  may  lose  an 
importanl  service  a!  the  end  of  the  year  i 
addition  a)  lunding  cannot  be  found  (o 
keep  Hassle  Free  Clinic  open.  Clinic 
spokesperson  Joe  McNemey  estimates 
that  85%  of  the  men  who  use  the  Clinic 
ate  gay 

When  the  Clinic  encountered  financial 
difficulties  early  in  September,  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Health  provided  money 
(o  keep  the  Clinic  open  until  December 
31   But  the  Board  refused  to  make  any 
further  linanaa)  commitment  until  the 
Ontario  Ministry  of  Health  announces  its 
grant  allotment  for  1977 

It  is  estimated  that  S60.000  will  be 
needed  lo  sustain  the  Clinic's  present 
level  ot  service. 

McNemey  says.  "This  is  one  ol  the 
lew  places  people  can  get  VD 
examinations  without  the  moralistic 
hassles  so  often  encountered  at  hospital 
clinics  A  hell  of  a  lot  of  people  who 
refuse  to  go  other  places  come  to  us." 

In  addition  to  the  clinic  al  201  Church 
Street,  Hassle  Free  Clinic  operates 
regular  VD  clinics  at  The  Club,  The 
Barracks,  and  plans  lo  expand  to  the 
Richmond  Street  Emponum  in  the  near 
future. 


condemned  Ontario  Solicitor- General 
John  MacBeth  to'  his  refusal  to  order  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  the  Ottawa  police  m  the  so- 
called  male  prostitution  scandal 

The  resolution  supported  the  efforts  ol 
gay  lawyers,  law  students  and  legal 
workers  and  encouraged  them  fo  work  in 
the  gay  movement  and  m  their 
profession  against  the  oppression  ot  gay 
people 

by  Paul  Trollc-peU 

CLC  backs  gay 
rights 

The  Canadian  Labor  Congress  has 
asked  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  lo  extend  the  Ontano 
Human  Rights  Code  to  cover  gay 
people.  The  CLC's  support  lor  gay  rights 
was  contained  m  a  brief  submitted  to  the 
Code  Review  Committee  ol  the  Com- 
mission 

Section  I  (vii)  of  me  brief,  which  was 
presented  to  the  Committee  September 
16  by  CLC  spokesperson  Palnck 
Kerwin,  states:  "Homosexuals  have 
constantly  faced  discrimination  in  all 
fields.  There  is  no  reason  why  their 
sexual  preference  should  bar  them  from 
employment  or  accomodation   It  is  there- 
fore recommended  that  sexual  prefer- 
ence should  be  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discnmmallon." 

When  contaded  later  by  The  Body 
Politic.  Kerwin  said  the  CLC  has  been 
following  Ihe  gay  movement  in  the  media. 
He  said  that  the  demand  lor  gay  civil 
nghts  seemed  reasonable'  to  the  CLC 

by  Ken  PopertD 


Ontorio 


Communist  Party 
expels  gay  activist 

Toronto  gay  adivist  Brian  Mossop  was 
summartly  expelled  from  the  Communist 
Party  of  Canada  on  September  17  An 
article  in  the  October  1 1  issue  of  the 
Canadian  Tribune  (the  Party  organ,, 
stated  that  he  was  expelled  for  "exhibit- 
ing an  openly  hostile  attitude  toward  the 
Party"  through  his  adivrty  in  Ihe  gay 


by  KeNfi  SlyD 

Law  Union 
endorses  gay 
rights 

The  Law  Union  ol  Ontano  has  adopted  a 
comprehensive  resolution  supporting,  on 
a  number  ot  different  levels,  the 
struggles  ot  the  organized  gay  move- 
ment against  the  oppresson  of  gay 
people 

At  its  annual  meeting,  held  Odober 
1-3  n  Toronto,  an  estimated  150- 
member  plenary  almost  unanimously 
approved  every  clause  of  the  resolution 
which  endorsed  substantially  all  of  the 
program  of  the  Coalition  (or  Gay  Rights 
m  Ontano  (CGRO)   The  resolution  also 


This  expulsion  stems  from  "a  decision 
by  the  Centra)  Committee  ol  Ihe  Party 
prohibiting  Party  members  from  openly 
and  publidy  advocating  homosexuality". 

When  asked  to  explain  this  statement. 
Mossop  replied,    the  Party  opposes 
individual  cases  of  discnmination  but 
does  not  want  to  be  identified  with  the 
gay  movement,  which  does  not  limit  itself 
to  the  fight  lor  crvil  nghts,  but  also  says 
that  gay  is  just  as  good  as  straight" 

Mossop  is  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  GATE  Toronto  and  has 
been  active  in  CGRO  and  NGRC.  His 
work  in  these  organizations  has  required 
numerous  public  appearances  as  an 
openly  gay  person  and  as  a  gay  spokes- 
person 

This  kind  ot  public  adion  by  a  gay 
Party  member  is  unacceptable  to  Ihe 
Communist  Party  of  Canada  and  caused 
the  Metro  Toronto  Committee  of  the 
Party  to  recommend  his  expulsion  That 
Mossop  s  actions  had  been  viewed  as  a 
serious  breach  ot  Party  discipline  is  evi- 
denced by  the  appearance  ol  Ihe  article 
in  the  Canadian  Tribune. 

by  David  Gibson  □ 


England 


A  tale  of  two 
parties 

In  a  wideranging  and  supportive  policy 
on  gay  nghts,  the  Communist  Party  of 
Great  Bntain  staled  that  "it  opposes 
discrimination  and  virilization  against 
homosexuals ."  This  came  |ust  five  days 
after  the  Communist  Party  of  Canada 
expelled  Bnan  Mossop  on  September 
1?,  because  of  his  public  involvement 
in  the  Toronto  gay  liberation  movement. 


The  Bntish  statement  is  significant 
because  it  is  so  comprehensive, 
covenng  positions  that  have,  up  to  now, 
been  held  only  by  gay  organizations  it 
also  goes  beyond  the  positions  of  many 
Other  left  groups  in  stating,    it  is 
importanl  to  recognize  thai  much  more 
than  legal  reform  is  necessary  lo 
achieve  homosexual  liberation 

The  slatemenl  makes  reference  to 
numerous  issues  that  the  gay  liberation 
movement  has  raised  for  a  long  time  It 
calls  lor  an  end  10  disparities  between 
heterosexuals  and  homosexuals  in 
sexual  legislation,  an  end  to  the  view 
that  homosexuality  is  a  mental  illness, 
legislation  to  outlaw  discrimination  in 
employment,  housing,  education  and 
the  provision  ot  goods,  and  lacilties  and 
services,  full  custody  rights  for  gay 
parents,  Ihe  developmeni  ol  sex 
education  programs  that  include  dis- 
cussions of  homosexuality:  and  an  end 
to  police  harassment  of  gays. 

The  Party  has  recognized  that  it  "will 
require  political  struggle  and  work.  .  to 
combat  sexist  and  anti-gay  attitudes 
wherever  they  are  found"  They  realize 
that  such  attitudes  exist  among  the  left 
and  within  their  own  party   "In  order  to 
assist  these  changes  in  law  and 
attitude.  Ihe  Communist  Party  will 
establish  a  committee  to  promote  dis- 
cussion and  analysis  on  Gay  rights  and 
assist  the  Party  in  activity  on  these 
questions." 
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Researchers  find 
children  of  lesbians 
no  different 

A  study  conduded  by  researchers  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles 
concludes  (hat  young  children  of  lesbian 
mothers  do  not  develop  the  'devianl 
trails'  |udges  have  been  warned  about  in 
recent  court  battles  that  have  often  been 
settled  by  depriving  lesbian  mothers  of 
the  custody  of  their  children. 
The  study  is  the  first  ot  its  kind  and 


one  that  could  give  defenders  of  lesbian 

mothers  some  solid  psychological  evi- 
dence to  put  before  the  courts  The 
study  was  carried  out  by  UCLA  School  of 
Medicine  associate  clinical  professor 
Martha  Kirkpatnck.  UCLA  child  pscholo- 
gist  Ronald  Roy,  and  UCLA  doctoral 
candidate  in  psychology  Katharine  Smith 
The  results  of  the  study  were  published 
in  Human  Behavior  magazine 

The  researchers  based  their  findtngs 
on  interviews  and  tests  conducted  with 
20  children  aged  5  to  12.  All  the  children 
had  lesbian  mothers  who  ranged  in  age 
from  early  twenties  to  early  lorties  The 
mothers  represented  a  wide  sped  rum  of 
economic  and  social  backgrounds.  All 
but  one  were  white.  Most  of  the  mothers 
were  living  with  their  lovers,  although  a 
lew  ol  them  were  relating  to  other 
women  outside  ihe  home  situation 

"It  looks  to  us  as  though  no  leatures 
about  these  children  are  specifically 
related  to  the  mothers'  sexual  choice," 
said  Or  Kirkpatnck  "We  see  some  prob- 
lems in  some  ot  the  children,"  she 
revealed,  "but  what  we're  finding  are  the 
types  of  difficulties  very  commonly  seen 
in  the  children  of  divorced  parents  — 
conflict  ol  loyalties,  a  guilty  concern  as  lo 
the  cause  ot  the  parents'  split-up  and 
anxiety  about  whether  or  noi  they  will 
face  further  loss." 

The  UCLA  team  found  that  three  of 
the  young  people  had  'major  problems'. 
However,  In  two  ot  these  cases,  the 
problems  antedated  the  mother's  gay- 
ness  and.  in  the  third,  the  child's  prob- 
lems were  physically  based, 

The  researchers  found  no  evidence  lo 
support  accusations  customarily  heard  at 
court  cases  involving  lesbian  mothers  - 
thai  the  children  will  necessarily  become 
gay  or  learn  the  role  ot  the  opposite  sex 

"We  didn'l  find  girls  who  say,  'I  don'l 
want  to  get  marned  or  have  children;  I 
don't  want  to  have  anything  to  do  wilh 
boys.'  We  didn't  find  masculine- 
appearing  girts  or  feminine-appearing 
boys,"  Kirkpatnck  stated. 

Few  of  the  children  were  aware  that 
their  moihers  were  lesbians,  Ihe 
research  revealed. 

from  Gay  Community  New»D 


Well,  ex-cotnrade  Mossop 
contravened  the  Party 
constitution  (Article  9,  Sec.  2) 
...yes,  open  and  flagrant 
display  of  decadent,  capitalist, 
exual  non-alignment  with... 
...if  It  is  something  that 
we  all  can't  experience...  No, 
we  are  a  family  Party...  Of 
course  there  would  be  no 
hlldren  to,,,.  Bad  for  the 
Party's  image?  Nonsense,  It 
was  simply  a  matter  of 
insisting  that  he  assume 
an  invisible  profile  so  as 
not  to  alienate  the  working.. 
It  is  imperative  that 

the  PEOPLE  not  be  made  uneasy 
by  non-PEOPLE. 

The  situation  is  not  critical 
. .  I  do  not  read  it, 
ut  I  have  heard. . . 
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mebe§1  cffall 
possible  mi  rlcls... 
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Ah. ..luxury!  ■■■  

Admit  it.  You're  a  man  who  likes  to  be  pampered   Nothing 
to  be  ashamed  of,  there's  a  little  of  the  pussy  cat  in  all  of  us 

Here  at  Gary  Drexlefs,  we  like  to  bring  out  the  natural 
pussy  cat  in  a  guy.  We've  been  working  hard  to  prepare  the 
kind  of  studio  that  appeals  to  you,  a  liberated  male  We  try  to 
pull  together  whatever  will  suit  your  pleasure  and 
convenience:  opportunities  for  easy  socializing,  ideas  for  self 
improvement,  business  assistance,  the  best  offerings  from 
many  centres  of  masculine  fashion. 

Need  a  boost  up  the  ladder  of  your  career?  Or,  if  you've 
made  it  to  the  top,  some  advice  on  keeping  your  place  in  the 
sun?  Too  busy  to  handle  income  tax  returns  or  the  drudgery 
of  bachelor  budgeting?  Let  Gary  Drexler  provide  the  helping 
hand. 

Maybe  you  fancy  trying  out  your  talents  at  modelling.  You 
don't  have  to  be  another  Mr.  America  to  stand  out  from  the 
common  herd,  Gary  Drexler  can  show  you  how. 

At  Gary  Drexler's  we  specialize  in  unique  and  individual 
masculine  fashions,  tailored  to  match  the  one  and  only  you. 
The  last  word  in  original  designs  of  male  jewellery.  The  finest 
in  virile  cosmetics  and  toiletries.  All  the  styles  that  give  you 
poise,  confidence,  the  magnetism  of  a  free  soul. 

What  else  can  you  find  at  Gary  Drexler's?  The  pleasures  of 
a  facial  treatment,  a  sauna,  a  massage.  The  casual 
camaraderie  of  a  stag  evening  among  kindred  spirits.  The  fun 
of  a  weekend  away  from  town  with  the  boys. 

Enough  already!  Drop  us  a  line  and  we'll  arrange  an 
interview.  Lefs  get  together  for  a  Sunday  brunch.  Could  be 
you  qualify  for  membership  in  our  Stallion  Studio. 

Looking  forward  to  meeting  you, 
Gary  Drexler 
P.O.  Box  215  Station  K 
Toronto  M4P  2GS 
(P.S.  Write  me  for  details  of  our  Christmas  opening  party  — 
first  week  in  December.  An  evening  to  remember.) 
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The  new 

GREEN 
MANSIONS 

plants  and  accessories 


Be  gay. 

Be  colourful. 

Be  green. 


Green  Mansions 

396  Queen  Street  E. 

Toronto. 

Call  Franko  at  (416)  364-6993 
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Lesbians  call  for 
boycott  of 
discotheque 

A  biaiani  example  of  police  brutality 
occurred  August  25  on  the  premises  ot 
JoJo's  Disco,  art  establishment  last 
gaining  notoriety  tor  discrimination  and 
violence  against  gay  women 

A  woman,  who  must  remain  anony- 
mous for  compelling  personal  and  legal 
reasons,  suffered  a  dislocated  shoulder 
She  was  forcibly  removed  from  JoJo's  by 
police,  although  she  volunteered  to 
accompany  them,  solely  because  she 
had  incurred  the  displeasure  ol  a  staff 
member  The  woman  had  spoken  up  lor 
two  women  who  had  falsely  been 
accused  of  disruptive  conduct. 

Having  tailed  to  establish  drunkenness 
with  a  breathalyzer  test,  police  trumped 
up  charges  of  possession  ot  a  dangerous 
weapon.  The  woman  still  faces  this 
charge  and  has  so  tar  stood  alone  in  her 
challenge  to  JoJo's  treatment  of 


This  incident  is  not  an  isolated  one. 
About  a  week  before,  another  woman 
was  removed  from  the  premises  by  the 
management  and  in  the  process  was 
thrown  down  two  flights  ot  stairs, 

The  management  of  the  bar  is  quick  to 
call  the  police  when  they  disapprove  ol 
the  behavior  of  their  lesbian  patrons.  But 
when  the  presence  ot  the  police  is 
required  lor  the  protection  ot  these  same 
patrons,  the  management  is  not  quite  so 
quick  to  act.  The  same  week  that  the 
police  were  called  in  to  remove  one 
woman,  another  found  herself  In  the  path 
ot  a  straight  man  who  had  been  evicted 
from  the  bar.  He  struck  her  in  the  lace, 
knocking  her  unconscious  and  causing 
her  to  miss  several  days  ot  work.  He 
was  not  detained 

The  attention  ol  the  gay  movement 
was  initially  drawn  to  JoJo's  mistreat- 
ment ol  lesbians  when  dress  regulations 
were  instituted  that  applied  only  to 
women.  The  management's  rationale 
was  that  "butch-looking  women  were 
causing  a  lot  ot  lights." 

The  discriminatory  regulations  were 
ifted  and  a  move  to  ban  women  alto- 
gether was  quashed  when  gay  people 
reported  JoJo's  to  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  and  organized  a 
picket  line. 

By  the  management's  own  admission, 
there  have  been  no  physical  conflicts 
between  women  in  JoJo's  since  the 
picket  last  June.  It  appears,  however, 
that  their  attitude  toward  gay  women  has 
not  undergone  a  change  lor  the  belter. 
They  continue  to  base  their  policies  on 
prejudices  formed  in  the  past  as  a  result 
ot  their  behavior  of  a  minority  of  their 
lesbian  patrons. 

It  seems  that  the  first  rap  on  the 
knuckles  from  the  OHRC  and  the  picket 
line  were  not  enough  to  demonstrate  to 
the  management  ol  the  establishment 
that  gays  are  senous  in  their  opposition 
to  discnmination  against  lesbians.  The 
Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  is  now  organizing  a  boy- 
cott of  JoJo's.  _        '  _ 
from  Gay  Rising  Q 


Conservative 
forces  lose  ground 
at  national 
conference 

Australia's  Second  National  Homosexual 
Conference  took  place  August  27-29  in 
Sydney.  The  eveni  drew  three  hundred 
people,  about  a  quarter  of  whom  were 

The  conference  revealed  the  breadth 
ot  the  homosexual  movement.  All 
organizations  were  represemed,  although 
some  made  less  ot  an  impact  than  m  the 
past  The  plenary  on  religion,  for 
example,  was  poorly  attended  and  the 
big  debate  expected  between  clerical 
and  secular  tendencies  did  not  occur. 
apparently  because  of  lack  ot  interest 
Similarly,  the  lesbian  feminists  were  not 


the  predominant  force  they  were  at  last 
years  conference;  they  boycotted  the 
gathenng  this  year   A  new  group  which 
appeared  was  the  Socialist  Homo- 
sexuals, whose  caucus  attracted  about 
thirty  people. 

The  conference  was  organized  around 
plenanes  on  education,  religion,  the  law, 
and  sexism  There  were  also  workshops 
concerned  with  more  specific  areas 
These  covered  a  wide  variety  of  topics, 
ranging  from  the  old  perennials  like 
coming  out,  camp  culture,  pederasty  and 
lesbian  separatism,  to  new  ones  reflect- 
ing the  changing  political  composition  ot 
the  homosexual  movement   Marx  and 
Freud,  the  class  structure,  homosexuals 
in  the  work  force,  and  socialism 

There  was  controversy,  centering  on 
the  Sunday  morning  plenary  on  sexism. 
over  the  relevance  ot  feminism  to  the 
homosexual  movement.  The  result  was 
the  cancellation  by  motion  from  the  lloor 
ol  a  workshop  called  sexism  in  women' 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  a  contradic- 
tion in  terms  and  lhat  it  would  provide  a 
platform  for  misogynists.  The  final 
business  plenary  resolved  that  future 
conferences  must  be  organized  by  col- 
lectives ol  women  and  men  if  they  were 
to  be  called  national  homosexual  con- 
ferences. This  year's  conterence  was 
organized  by  men  only,  mostly  from 
Sydney  Gay  Liberation 

The  conterence  went  on  to  require  that 
the  Third  National  Homosexual  Con- 
ference "incorporate  as  two  of  the  basic 
premises  ol  the  conterence  lhat  women 
are  oppressed  by  men  in  this  society  and 
that  the  homosexual  movement  must 
support  women's  liberation."  The  con- 
ference also  recognized  "sexism  as  the 
major  cause  of  our  oppression  as  homo- 
sexuals, and  that  the  struggle  against 
sexism  and  the  deslruction  ot  patriarchal 
sexist  society  is  vital  to  homosexual 
liberation." 

Both  of  these  resolutions  carried  by 
about  two  to  one,  over  the  conservative 
objection  lhat  they  were  divisive'  and 
that  not  enough  time  was  available  to 
discuss  their  implications.  The  view  ol 
most  -  articulated  by  [he  Lesbian 
Feminists  and  Socialist  Homosexuals  - 
was  that  such  stands  should  have 
evolved  through  the  political  practice  ot 
the  homosexual  movement  over  the 
years  and  should  be  the  basis  ot  all  its 
activities,  including  the  yearly  conferences 
which  assess  the  stale  ol  the  movement 
and  provide  the  opportunity  for  further 
development. 

Another  controversy  took  place  over 
the  relevance  of  Marxist  analysis  to  the 
homosexual  movement.  The  Socialist 
Homosexuals,  in  a  number  of  workshops 
and  on  the  conference  lloor,  argued  that 
capitalism,  through  its  repressive  state 
and  its  ideologies,  was  the  enemy  of  the 
homosexual  movement.  This  brought 
lorth  the  angry  response  lhat  homo- 
sexuals were  oppressed  in  the  posl- 
caprtalist  societies  loo,  but  this  reac- 
tion was  defused  somewhat  by  the  reply 
that  no  society  has  yet  reached  social- 
ism A  Marxist  analysis  became  a  matter 
of  contention  tor  all,  whereas  previously 
*  had  been  the  preserve  of  a  small  fringe 
of  the  movement.  As  a  result,  the  Social- 
ist Homosexuals  separately  decided  to 
hold  a  national  conference  on  homo- 
sexuality, feminism,  and  socialism  in 
Melbourne  next  May. 

In  terms  of  action,  the  onfy  new 
development  was  the  examination  ot  the 
problems  of  homosexual  workers  The 
formation  ot  homosexual  caucuses  within 
labor  unions  was  urged  and  homo- 
sexuals were  encouraged  to  join  their 
unions  The  conference  called  on  the 
Australian  Council  of  Trade  Unions 
(equivalent  to  the  Canadian  Labor 
Congress)  to  state  its  opposition  to  dis- 
crimination against  workers  on  the 
grounds  ot  sexual  preference  and  to 
actively  support  any  worker  so  discrimin- 
ated against.  To  follow  up  this  develop- 
ment, the  1977  conference  is  to  have  a 
plenary  on  homosexuals  in  employment 
and  in  their  unions . 

The  conterence  decided  lo  affirm 
support  for  homosexual  solidarity,  but 
reiected  in  pnnciple  the  view  lhat  lowest- 
common-denominator  politics  should  be 
adopted  by  the  movement  to  maintain  its 
unity'  This  resolution  was  a  rebuff  to  the 
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conservative  tendencies  who  want  to 
unite  ail  homosexuals  on  the  basis  ol 
sirrpfy  being  homosexual,  and  was  a 
fo«Ow-up  to  the  earlier  resolution  on  the 
need  lor  feminist  perspectives 

Such  resolutions  indicated  the  ability  of 
ihe  radicals  m  the  movement  -  lesbian 
feminists,  socialists,  and  some  gaj  Ifcef- 
ationisls  -  to  wn  suppon  to'  their  militant 
aims,  bul  whether  this  support  can  be 
consolidated  will  be  shown  by  the  Third 
National  Homosexual  Conference,  to  be 
held  m  Adelaide  next  Augusi 

by  Craig  Johnston  □ 


MP's  trial  raises 
questions  for  gays 

The  arresl  of  Labour  Party  MP  Gerald 
O'Bnen  e artier  this  year  on  two  charges 
of  indecenl  assault  on  a  male  has  served 
lo  show  up  the  utter  hypocrisy  of  New 
Zealand  on  any  matter  associated  with 
homosexuality 

The  facts  ol  the  case  -  as  many,  that 
is,  as  came  to  light  in  court  -  are  these. 
At  about  1  45  am  on  June  15.  Iwo 
youths  were  picked  up  by  police  on  a 
Chnstchurch  street  lor  being  drunk. 
When  one  ol  them  was  searched,  he 
was  lound  to  have  on  him  sheets  of 
House  ot  Representatives  notepapei  and 
a  card  beanng  Gerald  O'Brien's  name. 
He  was  naked  from  Ihe  waist  up  except 
tor  a  suit  |acket  that  was  loo  big  for  him. 
He  told  the  police  that  at  about  ten 
o'clock  the  previous  evening  he  and  the 
other  youth  had  met  O'Brien  in  ihe  street 
and  asked  lor  20c  to  gel  home  O'Brien 
gave  them  52  to  get  a  leed'.  identified 
himsell  as  Gerry  Smith'  and  afterwards 
invited  them  back  to  his  motel  lor  drinks 

se  it  was  Ihe  older  youth's  17th 
birthday  At  the  motel.  Ihey  drank,  flaked 
out  lor  a  while  and  were  then  given  S10 
for  laxi  lare  home.  The  boy  claimed 
O'Bnen  wanted  one  ol  them  to  stay  while 


the  other  went  home  to  ten  their  parents 
they  would  be  fate  Neither  of  them,  how- 
ever, wanted  lo  remain  alone  with  him 
because  he  looked  strong'. 

After  a  visit  lo  a  friend's  house  nearby, 
they  returned  to  the  motel,  drank  some 
more  and  agam  fell  asleep  The  older 
youth  was  awakened  by  O'Brien, 
allegedly  to  show  him  pornographic 
books  and  to  suggest  indecencies'  (The 
contents  ot  the  books  and  the  nature  ol 
the  alleged  acts  were  suppressed  m 
court  on  the  grounds  of  Justice  and 
public  morality' )  The  youth  hit  O'Brien  m 
the  eye,  causing  him  to  tall  to  Ihe  tloor, 
and  then  kicked  him  several  times  He 
left  hastily,  mistaking  O'Brien's  |acket  tor 
his  own.  and  met  Ihe  other  youth  out- 
side. 

The  second  youth's  story  m  court  was 
similar. 

He  claimed  that  during  the  fight  he  had 
been  dnnking  coke  at  the  bench'  and, 
when  he  looked  around,  he  had  seen  the 
Older  youth,  'laying  into'  O'Bnen  Asked 
to  explain  some  blood  on  his  shoe  (blood 
of  the  same  group  as  O'Brien's),  he  said 
that  it  must  have  gotten  there  when  he 
walked  pasl  O'Bnen  lying  on  the  floor 
He  admitted  telling  a  police  doctor  the 
next  day  that  O'Brien  had  not  touched 
him  —  supposedly  because  he  was  em- 
barassed    Two  weeks  later,  when  there 
had  been  no  one  around  .  he  told  the 
police  that  O'Bnen  had  in  fact  indecently 
assaulted  him.  Under  cross-examination 
by  defence  counsel  K   N  Hampton,  the 
youth  said  that  detectives  had  beaten 
the  truth'  out  of  him.  But  when  Crown 
Prosecutor  Wifliamson  asked  whether 
police  had  actually  hit  or  beaten  him.  he 
replied.  "No" 

At  10  15  am  on  the  same  day  the 
youths  were  picked  up.  police  visited 
O'Bnen  s  motel  He  was  badly  bruised 
and  had  bloodstains  on  his  face,  chest 
and  clothes  When  he  gol  dressed,  he 
unable  to  find  his  suit  jacket  and 
hurriedly  shut  Ihe  wardrobe  door  on  a 
pile  ol  clothing  later  identified  as  the 
older  youth's  The  police  lound  some  in- 
decent books  and  photos  in  O'Bnen 's 


briefcase,  as  well  as  another  object 
whose  nature  was  suppressed  in  court. 
OBnen  told  police  that  a  cheque  book 
and  an  electric  shaver  were  missing  from 
his  bag  When  taken  to  the  police 
station,  he  was  examined  by  a  doctor 
and,  when  informed  ol  the  allegations 
against  him,  said  he  couldnt  remember 
what  had  happened.  Afier  being  charged 
with  indecent  assault  on  the  1 7-year -old 
at  about  3.30  pm.  he  was  admitted  lo 
hospital. 

O'Bnen' s  counsel  did  not  call  any  wit- 
nesses m  court,  but  relied  on  a  system- 
atic demolition  ot  the  youths  evidence 
He  poinied  out  that  Ihe  two  had  given 
conflicting  accounts  of  events  and  com- 
mented that  the  older  youth's  recollection 
ol  some  events  after  prodding  by  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  was  sudden  and 
startling    He  noted  numerous  improba- 
bilities in  their  testimony  the  fact  that 
O  Bnen  wanted  them  to  tell  their  parents 
where  they  were  was  not  compatible  wiih 
a  desire  to  molest  them  and  it  was  in- 
credible thai  they  should  go  back  to  the 
motel  mom  ot  a  man  ot  whom  ihey  were 
frightened  The  lad  that  ihey  had 
originally  intended  to  go  home  trom 
the  mole  I  —  they  gave  the  taxi  driver 
one  ot  their  addresses  —  suggested  they 
returned  when  Ihey  decided  thai  O'Bnen 
was  an  easy  mark    All  the  evidence  was 
consistent  with  a  planned  robbery   If  they 
were  apprehended,  there  was  a  built-in 
excuse  in  the  accusation  thai  they  had 
been  molested.  The  older  one  had 
already  been  convicted  ol  thelt  twice  this 
year. 

Magistrate  E.S.J  Crutchley  accepted 
most  of  Hampton's  submissions  After 
retiring  for  an  hour  lo  consider  his 
decision,  he  ruled  lhat  the  evidence  was 
insuflicieni  lo  juslify  committing  O'Brien 
tor  tnal  His  decision  was  greeted  with 
applause  by  people  in  Ihe  Public  Gallery 

So  much  lor  the  case,  what  are  the 
implications?  Its  real  meaning  lies  in  the 
Ihings  il  implies  about  social  attitudes 
lowards  homosexualily  —  particularly  the 
totally  inadequate  protection  afforded  to 
homosexuals  by  (he  police  and  Ihe  law 


It  doesn  l  matter  whether  Gerald  O'Brien 
is  or  is  nol  gay  nor  whether  I  he  re  was  or 
was  not  sexual  contact  between  him  and 
Ihe  youths  The  pomi  is  thai  he  had  to 

lace  a  kind  of  situation  encountered  by 
gays  a  humiliating  and  potentially 
ruinous  court-case  purely  on  ihe  basis  ot 
an  unsubstantiated  accusation  by  two 
youths  who  admitted  committing  a 
vicious  assault  on  him  On  the  one  hand, 
he  was  discharged,  not  acquitted,  which 
means  the  police  could  again  lay 
charges  against  him  On  the  other  hand, 
a  police  spokesperson  has  stated  that  no 
charges  ot  perjury  against  the  youths  are 
being  considered  Nor  can  charges  ot 
assault  or  theft  be  laid  unless  a  formal 
complaint  is  made  -  which  would  pui 
Gerald  O'Brien  in  the  position  ol  having 
to  go  through  the  entire  process  again 

This  is  exactly  the  situation  in  which 
many  New  Zealand  gays  find  them- 
selves ai  present,  any  gay  who  is 
robbed  or  assaulted  is  hesitant  to  go  lo 
the  police  and  lay  a  complaint  tor  fear  ol 
lirtding  themselves  m-the  dock,  either  lor 
a  consensual  sex  act  or  on  a  trumped- 
up  charge  ot  indecent  assauil  such  as 
the  one  Gerald  O'Bnen  faced 

Even  after  a  law  change  the  situation 
would  be  tittle  different,  because  Ihe 
complainant  would  often  slill  have  to 
admit  he  is  gay  —  an  admission  which, 
lor  obvious  reasons,  many  gays  are 
reluctant  to  make.  For  gays  lo  be 
protected  from  bashings  and  assaults, 
two  things  must  happen  first,  sexual 
acts  between  consenting  persons  over 
16  musl  be  legalized  and,  second,  the 
police  must  change  their  altitudes  so  thai 
no  homosexual  need  lear  ridicule  or 
public  exposure  il  he  or  she  lays  a  com- 
plaint  II  these  changes  do  nol  occur,  we 
shall  continue  to  see  gays  robbed, 
bashed,  and  even  murdered  with 
impunity  simply  because  our  legislators 
fail  lo  realize  that  our  sexuality  is  our 
business  and  that  homosexuals  are 
emitted  to  lull  nghls  and  protection  by 
Ihe  law 

by  Lindsay  Taylor 
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THE  UNIQUE  24  HOUR  RESORT 

DIRECTLY  ON  THE  OCEAN  IN  MIAMI  BEACH'S  SWINGING  MOTEL  ROW 

WHERE  GAIETV 
IS  A  VERY  NATURAL  THING 

Wild  D.J    Disco"  Nightly  and  Weekend  for  Ihe  Buccaneer  Cruise 
arty   I   lo  5  *  Private  Beach   *  Olympic  Size  Pool   •  Color  TV 
#  Disco  Poolside  with   Dancing  Under  The  Slars    *  Pulsating 

Quadraphonic  Disco  *  Courteous  ALL  MALE  Stalf 
■k  Expertly  piepared  Gourmet  meals  in  our 
SHIP  AHOY  Restaurant  *  LARGE  SPACIOUS 
ROOMS  *  WHERE  SOMETHING  IS  HAPPENING 
ALL  THE  TIME 
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Phone  (305)  947-5674 

See  Your  Travel  Agent  or  Call  Our  Toronto  Office 
921-1101  or  Mail  Coupon 
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Send  For  FREE  Color  Brochure,  Rate*  and  South 
Honda  Travel  Guide  to  all  Ban  and  Restaurants 


Doing  some  baking? 

Then  come  to  a  bakery  for 
the  things  you  need 

The  Upper  Crust  Natural  Bakery  that  is. 


We  have  everything  from 
apricots  to  yeast,  including 
honey,  oils,  nuts  and  dried 
fruit,  baking  powder,  molas- 
ses and  a  wide  selection  of 
the  same  unbleached,  un- 
treated flours  and  grains  that    while  you're  here) 
we  use  in  our  own  breads. 


In  short  everything  you'll  need 
except  hardware,  your  own 
two  hands  and  a  bit  of  inspir- 
ation and  perseverance  (and 
if  that  fails  remember  you  can 
always  pick  up  a  loaf  of  ours 


The  Summerhill  Market 
1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto 
Just  south  of  the  Summerhill 
liquor  store 

Telephone:  922-8661 

Monday-Wednesday:  9:30-6:30 
Thursday  &  Friday:  9:30-9:00 
Saturday:  9:30-6:00 


the 


UPPER 
CRUST 

natural  bakery 


LOIT  &  rOUND 


Two  women  homesteaders  c.  1912 


GARY  DREXLER 

Gentlemen's  lewellety,  distinctively 
designed  tor  you.  flings,  wrtsl  ' 
nee*  pieces  In  gold,  sterling,  a 
finished  A  wonderful  gift  to 


The  role  that  gay  women  and  men  played  in  the  settling  of  the 
Canadian  West  is  completely  unknown  to  us.  In  this  harsh  and 
inhospitable  frontier,  men  far  outnumbered  women.  What  kind  of 
male  sexual  activity  occurred  in  the  absence  of  the  opposite  sex? 
Were  there  emotional/sexual  relationships  that  could  be  called 
homosexual?  How  did  women  without  men  survive  in  the  early 
west? 

This  enigmatic  photograph  shows  two  women  obviously  together, 
affectionate,  self-confident,  and  surviving  quite  well,  thank  you  very 
much.  How  many  more  women  were  there  like  them?  How  many 
men?  These  are  some  of  the  questions  gay  historians  must  begin 
to  answer. 


David  Garmaise 
and  the  NGRC 

After  a  turbulent  year  one, 
an  informal  talk  with  an  informal  man. 

by  Merv  Walker 


So  Oafs  Dawd  Garmaise  " 
Thai,  and  a  nudge  in  the  nbs  drew  my 
attention  to  the  young  man  advancing  lo 
the  microphone  We  listened.  A  dear, 
articulate  and  concise  summation  of  the 
activities  Of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  lor  1975/76  David  Garmaise 
was  speahmg  to  us  at  the  4th  Annual 
Gay  Conference  in  Toronto,  assessing 
the  year,  evauiatmg  progress,  indicat- 
ing directions,  pulling  a  whole  year  of 
sometimes  turbulent  activity  into  five 
compact  understandable  minutes 

No  surprise  there.  A  newspaper  like 
the  BP  depends  for  its  survival  on  a 
constant  flow  of  up-to-date  information, 
hard  facts,  good  researchers  And  wed 
come  to  rely  on  David  Garmaise  —  he 
was  the  one  behind  those  fat  packets  of 
documents  and  stones  that  turned  up  at 
the  office  with  reassunng  frequency 

You  don't  expect  someone  thai 
efficient  to  be  cuddly  But  David 
Garmaise  is  undeniably  cuddly  And  soft 
spoken.  Big,  warm  human  eyes  under  a 
shock  of  loose  afro  curfs,  gentle 
Perhaps  a  little  distant  in  his  demeanour 
because,  frankly,  he's  a  bit  shy 

David  is  29.  He  grew  up  in  a  small 
town  In  northern  Quebec  where  his 
parents  stlfl  live  The  years  he  spent 
there  were  much  like  the  years  we  all 
spent  at  home.  He  wasn't  out  He  knew 
he  was  gay  but  he  didn't  know  any  other 
gay  people  and  he  could  only  hope 
thai  his  erotic  attractions  were    a  phase" 
or  Would  Just  go  away." 

He  went  to  McGill  University  when  he 
was  19  and  stayed  long  enough  to  gel  a 
general  B.A  But  not  long  enough  to  see 
the  beginnings  of  the  gay  movement  in 
Montreal.  He  recalls  the  peculiar  sen- 
sations aroused  in  him  when  he  returned 
to  McGill  recently  lor  a  gay  dance.  The 
dance  was  in  the  student  union  building, 
"a  building  which  I  had  known  very  well 
through  my  four  years  at  McGill  but 
which  had  never  hosted  a  dance  in  my 
day.  It  was  one  of  the  oddest  experi- 
ences I've  had  since  coming  out"  When 


he  was  there,  from  '64  to  68.  them  were 
no  organizations  He  didn't  know  there 
were  places  that  gay  people  could  meet. 
it  was    an  unpleasant,  frustrating  lime. 

II  was  frustration,  David  admits,  which 
finally  pushed  him  out  of  the  closet  He 
had  moved  to  Ottawa  after  university  and 
(Oined  the  cavil  service.  Once  there  he 
worked  up  the  courage  to  go  into  pom 
shops  In  one  of  them  he  spotted  a  BP 
which  contained  information  about  when 
and  where  Gays  of  Ottawa  held  their 
meetings  it  was  the  drat  Wne  that  (he 
posst-ltty  of  meeting  other  gay  people 
had  presented  itself  One  Tuesday 

November 


evening  shortly  after,  he  went  to  one  of 
those  meetings  and  "A  whole  new  world 
opened  up  tome 

He  lives  now  in  a  two  bedroom  apart- 
ment in  downtown  Ottawa.    I  like  the 
freedom  of  having  that  extra  room."  He 
enjoys  people,  likes  to  have  them  come 
and  stay  with  him  The  room  is  rarely 
unoccupied  But  he  can  be  alone  when 
he  wants  to  be,  and  that's  an  option 
David  values. 

In  his  spare  time,  something  he 
doesn't  have  much  ol  these  days.  David 
likes  to  escape  into  music.  His  lavorite 
—  charts onniers,  both  French  and 
Quebecois  He  says  he's  "learning  to 
like'1  classical  music  —  nothing  too 
heavy  as  yet  —  and  he  enjoys  disco 
music,  though  "not  enough  to  buy 
records." 

David  works  in  the  information  and 
public  relations  branch  of  the  Post  Office. 
I  asked  him  if  he's  out  on  the  10b.  He  is. 
"It's  been  a  gradual  process,"  he 
explained,  "it  didn't  jusl  happen  over- 
night. It  started  with  the  annual  con- 
ference in  Ottawa  last  Jury   I  decided 
then  that,  though  I  wouldn't  push  it,  I 
would  stan  answenng  questions  honest- 
ly "  Someone  asked  how  his  weekend 
had  been  He'd  missed  mosl  of  the 
beautiful  weather,  he  replied,  because 
he'd  been  at  a  conference 

■What  kind  o!  conference? 

"A  gay  conference.  ' 

Word  started  to  spread. 

Most  of  his  peers  al  the  office  never 
talk  about  if.  He  was  on  a  project  last 
wmler  which  involved  working  closely 
with  the  deputy  minister  Oavid's  gay- 
ness  was  never  mentioned,  although  I 
don't  see  how  he  could  have  been 
unaware  " 

Some  of  the  younger  people  —  the 
clerks  and  the  students  who  have  come 
lo  work  during  the  summer  —  have  asked. 
We've  had  some  good  conversations, 
he  says.  "I  think  I've  affected  people  just 
by  being  open " 

There  are  generally  about  two  ntghts  a 
week  when  David  is  not  doing  either 
Gays  of  Ottawa  business,  or  something 
for  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition. 
That  work  often  creeps  into  office  time 
too.  Many  noon  hours  are  spent  on 
behalf  of  one  group  or  the  other 

So  what  keeps  him  going?  What  are 
the  rewards'7  He  says  he  has  come  to 
value  the  little  advances  that  are  made 
He  knows  what  has  to  be  done.  Seeing 
done ,  and  seeing  some  response  is  re- 
warding "Since  i  have  been  actively 
involved  in  political  action  I've  seen  the 
Ottawa  media  turn  completely  around  m 
the  attitude  thai  they  have  towards  the 
movement  and  towards  gay  people  I 


see  them  now  respecting  us  when  we 
call,  not  laughing  at  us  and  that's  been  a 
result  of  our  efforts   I  gel  a  good  feeling 
out  ol  that." 

"Just  the  fact  that  we're  here"  is 
tremendously  helpful  lo  many  people. 
David  worked  for  three  years  with  Ihe 
community  services  committee  ol  GO,  on 
the  phone  counselling  lines.  He  enjoyed 
it,  though  he  was  always  aware  ol  his 
limitations.   "It  was  peer  counselling,  All  I 
could  do  was  share  my  expenences  with 
people.  But  that  goes  a  long  way  lo 
helping  people  nght  there...  I  could  have 
used  that  when  I  was  is  or  16  or  20." 
Watching  other  people  come  out  is  often 
very  gratifying  now. 

David  Is  both  NGRC  co-ordinator  and 
chairperson  of  the  political  action 
committee  of  GO.  He  has  found  the  work 
exhilarating  but  exhausting  too.  It's  not  a 
schedule  that  a  person  could  continue 
with  for  years  he  says,  "you'd  bum  right 
out." 

He  is  resigning  his  position  as  NGRC 
co-ordinator  this  fall.  We  asked  him  how 
he  would  like  to  work  in  the  move- 
ment in  the  future.  "I'm  not  a  good 
orator",  he  said,  "not  a  good  speaker.  I 
feel  nervous  in  front  of  people.  I  always 
preferred  to  do  things  behind  Ihe  scenes 
and  accomplish  things  that  way  I  think  I 
know  where  my  strengths  are,  they're  in 
administration  and  organization." 
That  knowledge,  coupled  with  a 
growing  feeling  that  the  annual  con- 
ferences are  an  essential  element  in  the 
Canadian  gay  movement,  has  led  David 
to  volunteer  lo  organize  next  year's  con- 
ference. If  he  is  as  efficient  as  he  has 
always  been  in  his  NGRC  position,  I 
think  we  can  expect  a  great  conlerence 
next  summer 

We  asked  David  what  he  would  like  to 
be  doing  ten  years  from  now  id  like  to 
be  working  full-time  for  gay  liberation."  Q 
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Enjoy  the  Florida  Fun  and  Sun 

in  a  friendly,  Informal 

atmosphere. 

Comfortable  rooma  and 

apartments. 

Your  hosts  are  Pete  and  Ed. 

3801  N.  Ocean  Blvd. 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fl.  33308 
PHONE:  (305)  5664376 


See  America. 
Find  a  friend. 


LET'S  PLAY 


With  an  Accu-jac.  Or  a  Jac 
Pac.  By  yourself  or  with  a 

friend. 

Accu-Jac  is  the  world's  finest 
and  most  sophisticated  mastur- 
bation machine.  Combining 
gentle  suction  with  vigorous 
massage,  Accu-Jac  bnngs 
results  every  time. 

All  Accu-Jac  models  can 
handle  two  at  once  —  some 
can  handle  six.  The  handy 
controls  let  you  select  the 
intensity  of  the  experience  — 
from  a  slow  crawl  to  a  hungry 
persistent  gobbling.  Prices 
range  from  $215  to  $925  with 
a  full  warranty  included  on 
every  machine. 

For  more  information,  send 
tor  our  24  page  brochure  with 
Colour  for  only  $3.  That  way. 
you  can  get  the  whole  story 
about  this  fantastic  and 
intnguing  product. 


Then,  while  you're  laid  back 
reading  the  catalogue,  try  the 
Jac  Pac.  It  is  far  and  away  the 
finest  low-cost  masturbatory 
product  anywhere. 

The  Jac  Pac  is  an  inflatable 
cube  that  lets  you  control  the 
rhythm  and  the  tension.  How 
you  like  it  when  you  like  it.  And 
only  $9.50  delivered. 

For  a  short  time  though,  we 
at  Good  Clean  Fun  are  offering 
both  the  catalogue  and  the  Jac 
Pac  for  only  $11.  Sort  of  a  way 
to  get  introduced  to  the  new 
Canadian  company  with  only 
one  thing  in  its  mind  —  play 

For  either  the  catalogue  or 
the  Jac  Pac.  or  both  send  us 
a  money  order  or  certified 
cheque,  and  we  promise  you 
immediate  service.  Send  today 
to  Good  Clean  Fun.  Box  1466, 
Place  Bonaventure,  Montreal, 
Quebec. 


It's  all  good  clean  fun. 


Queen  Lumber 

Oo  it  yourself  building  supplies 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You  Better 

392  Queen  St  E.  Telephone 

311QueenSlE.  364-6993 

Hours  8  am  -  6  pm        Free  delivery  over  $25 


HAUNTING  II 


It  pays  to  increase  your  word  power 


On  the  other  hand. 

The  Toronto  Star,  which  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  richest  sources  ot  reliable 
rubbish  around,  had  one  of  its  editonai- 
wniing  machines  (you  put  in  a  pay 
cheque  and  out  comes  any  opinion  you 
want)  complain  thai  homosexuals  have 
perverted  the  word  "gay";  you  can't  use 
the  word  in  its  nice  old  cheerful  context 
without  us  looming  up  unpleasantly  be- 
hind it,  eg  South: Pacific     tm  as  corny 
as  Kansas  in  August/I'm  as  gay  as  a 
baby  in  May/        Horrors  —  gay  babies' 
Pufem  out  on  the  hillside1  Faced  with 
opinions  'ike  that,  you  want  to  drill  into 
their  witless  chambers  our  meaning  ol 
the  word  until  it's  the  only  one  that 
matters  01  course,  like  some  stupid 
giant,  The  Star  is  al  its  mosi  outraged 
when  it's  most  embarassed 

On  the  other  offier  hand   I  heard  two 
lools  sharing  a  joke,  the  kind  that  used 
to  be  called  a  faggot  joke  Only  it  began 
Two  gays  were.  ."  And  you  hear  the 
expression    gay-boys''  with  fully  as  much 
venom  behind  it  as  behind  "fairy", 
dyke",  etc  Have  the  more  sophisticated 
goons  co-opted  our  word  without,  as 
someone  put  it,  deriving  any  therapeutic 
value  from  it?  Really  they  shouldn't  be 
calling  us  anything,  whatever  it  is,  the 
name  diminishes  us.  distances  us,  ridi- 
cules us  and  abuses  us  My  Fair  Lady 
Never  do  I  ever  want  to  hear  another 
word/There  isn't  one  I  haven't  heard/.   " 

Which  brings  me  to  "laggot"  and 
dyke"  As  far  as  I  know  both  words 
have  relatively  innocent  origins,  incendi- 
ary or  hydraulic  (laggots/ sticks  ol  wood 
must  have  been  burned  to  warm  soup 
before  they  were  burned  to  solve 
witches),  but  both  have  since  been 
pervened  tot  hate  purposes.  Both  have 
been  dropped  more  or  less  trom  polller 
liberal  conversations  (whatever  else  one 
says  about  the  poor  maligned  species, 
the  liberal,  it  (Joes  have  good 

manners)   Both  have  been  taken  up  by 
what  seem  to  be  two  distinct  schools  ot 
gay  thought  one  school  is  acidly  sell- 
deprecating,  hoping,  t  assume,  to  drown 
out  thetr  laughter  with  ours  (immuniz- 
ation: take  small  non-iethal  doses  ol  the 
venom  repeatedly  in  clinical  situations 
until  resistant  to  the  larger  doses  en- 
countered in  the  field),  the  other  school 
makes  war-cries  and  banners  of  "dyke'' 
and  "faggot",  apparently  either  to  con- 
luse  the  enemy  or  to  de-tang  the  words, 
to  render  them  absurd  and  therefore 
harmless.  I  wonder  if  it  works.  Does  it 
matter  what  color  Ihe  venom  is?  If  some- 
one calls  me  'perfect"  with  the  nght 
lone,  I  could  be  dead 

Acceptance  ol  these  words  seems  to 
depend  on  context  Let  me  get  it  right  — 
am  I  to  laugh  when  another  faggot  calls 
me  faggot,  or  Mary  (where  did  this  Mary 
business  come  from?  t  don't  know  any 
gay  people  who  could  be  called  virgins  in 
any  but  the  most  poetic  sense  of  the 
word),  am  I  supposed  to  join  m  the 
chorus  nol  to  be  a  wet  blanket  on  the 
party  mood,  but  bndle  and  hackle  up 
when  some  straight  creep  calls  me  or 
another  faggot  (between  you  and  me)  a 
faggot7  If  I  am  a  faggot,  am  i  allowed  to 
call  a  lesbian  a  dyke?  Only  to  her  lace 
or  always?  Or,  like  Queen  (I  think  I'm 
glad  that  queens  are  practically  an 
exiinct  species,  though  I  was  concerned 
when  it  was  an  endangered  one) 
Elizabeth,  do  I  have  to  wail  until  she 
says  it  first?  Or  then  again  does  it  all 
depend  on  tone?  Can  one  rendition  work 
and  another  elicit  violence'  For  me  it's 
simpler  this  way  I  dislike  both  words*, 
sounds  and  meanings,  theirs  and  ours. 
I'm  unlikely  to  answer  to  either  and 
would  be  happy  never  to  hear  ihem 
again  in  any  context  Same  with 
queen"   It  isn'l  my  word. 

Have  you  noticed  some  words  in  such 
common  usage  that  their  implications 
seldom  register,  consciously  at  least? 
"Trick".  II  means  artifice,  prank,  expedi- 
ent, mannerism,  illusion,  a  spell  ol  duty 
or  shift.  Nice. 
A  man  who  would  have  been  temple  ii 


he  hadn't  been  so  dull  bragged:  "I  threw 
a  good  fuck  into  him  last  night."  Some 
people  are  truly  degenerate  —  he  was 
talking  about  the  man  who  was,  but  mer- 
cifully no  longer  is.  his    lover "   There's  a 
fraught  word:  lover  How  oo  you  have 
one?  ts  it  tike  having  a  sandwich  or  a 
Toyota?  The  idea  ot  being  a  lover 
seems  more  appealing,  somehow, 
perhaps  the  only  truly  active  role 
possible  in  human  relations  But  I'm  at 
risk  ot  descending  into  the  pulpit,  not  a 
good  place  for  the  contused. 

Someone  advertised  in  the  University 
of  Toronto  student  newspaper  that  he 
was  "masculine,  well-buili  and  good- 
looking"  and  wanted  to  meet  other 
"attractive"  gay  or  bisexual  men  After 
amazement  that  such  an  ad  could  get 
into  a  student  newspaper  on  a  campus 
that  doesn't  even  have  a  gay  organiz- 
ation, and  thinking  that  bisexual  reminds 
me  ot  bivalve  (which  is  either  a  plumbing 
term  or  a  clam?)  I  began  to  be  annoyed 
at  this  string  ol  arbitrary  words  coming 
rattling  out  ot  a  head  that  had  a  sus- 
piciously empty  echo  to  it  What  do  you 
say  as  a  term  ot  endearment  or  a  com- 
pliment lo  someone  who  starts  by  saying 
it  all  himsell?    You  are  more  magnificent 
than  even  you  can  imaginel"??  "Mas- 
culine"' what  on  earth  is  he  talking 
about,  a  certain  arrangement  ol  genitals, 
a  particular  chromosome  or  hormone 
structure?  Hall  the  world  has  thai  Or 
does  he  mean  that  certain  /e  rte  sals 
quqi  thai  advertisers  use  lo  bypass  the 
brain  and  proceed  directly  to  the  wallet? 
A  bit  of  denim,  a  sprig  ot  chest-hair  (not 
too  much),  a  subtle  bulge,  a  scent  (Brut, 
Irish  Moss,  Rotting  Leather,  etc.).  an 
accent,  a  timbre  of  voice  -  there  are 
schools!  —  voila,  you  have  a  man.  Send 
tor  yours  today.  Inflatable,  infinitely 
inflatable. 

"Well-built".  Ah  yes,  that  means 
muscles.  Everybody  has  them,  but  nol 
every  body  has  them,  do  you  know  what 
I  mean?  Have  you  seen  the  Bullworker 
ads  that  have  updated  Ihe  90-lb.  weak- 
ling syndrome?  Under  a  huge  heading 
"ADD  INCHES"  comes  a  liny  line  "to 
your  biceps,  etc  "  A  bulky  man  holds  this 
very  long  thin  machine  in  such  a  position 
it  looks  like  a  three-foot  cock  with 
numbers  and  springs  on  it.  Add  inches  to 
yours  Is  there  perhaps  some  way  ol 
attaching  it... 

"Good-looking"  Well,  it's  supposed  to 
be  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  not  the 
beheld.  I  wonder  rf  this  one  has  the 
strange  glazed  eyes  you  sometimes  see 
that  look  like  those  silver-coaled  sun- 
glasses. The  condition  comes  from  look- 
ing too  long  at  mirrors.  I  wonder,  too, 
whether  he  got  replies  from  other  self- 
designated   attractive"  gay  or  bisexual 
men,  and  how  they  all  rated  each  other. 
By  the  way,  what  are  they  doing  reading 
ads,  aren't  they  supposed  to  be  out 
having  sex  all  the  time? 

How  are  we  coming  along  with  our  gay 
rights  graffiti!?  In  ihe  men's  toilet  in  the 
tram  station,  Sudbury,  Ontario,  not  a 
gracious  town:  (t)  "I  love  lo  suck  cocks 
— ",  (here  followed  a  name  and  address 
in  a  small  northern  town  it  seems  to  me 
an  astonishingly  hsky  form  ot  communica- 
tion, but  (2)(with  an  a/row  pointing  to  t 
above)  "Godamm  cocksuckers  like  this 
one  should  be  shot  and  used  for  dog 
lood,"  (3)  [with  an  arrow  to  2  above) 
"Some  psychiatrists  say  that  men  who 
are  hostle  (sic)  to  homosexuals  are 
afraid  to  accept  their  own  homosexuality." 
The  spelling  was  flawed,  the  message. 
under  the  circumstances,  thrilling 
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Getting  the  picture 


In  which  the  BP's  illustrator 
opens  a  graphic  grab-bag  full  of  sexism 
and  closes  it  quickly. 

by  Gary  Ostrom 
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m  possibly  pneu  malic  beauties 
from  Tom  of  Finland,  uncoiling 
endless  appendages  from  bol- 
lomtess  baskets.  Utile  Anne 
Fanny,  a  full-colour  testimonial 
icing  fubberball-like  from  one  im- 
Ipending  threat  to  her  virginity  to  ihe 

Fine  for  the  botfom  drawer  of  your 
night  ladle,  or  hidden  under  a  slack  of 
slightly   out  ol  date    shirts.  But  this  is 
senous  business   This  is  a  journal  of 
liberation   People,  flesh  as  object,  object 
as  flesh.  ..  that's  getting  a  bit  metaphysi- 
cal. But  there  it  is!  The  gratuitous  use  of 
flesh  appealing  to  nothing  but  ihe  carnal 
appetite  To  sell  newspapers,  motel 
rooms,  underwear,  cologne,  energising 
tablets,  bath  house  memberships,  poli- 
tical platforms,  beer,  lifestyles.  Do  you 
measure  up?  Here,  let  me  use  that 
lape  measure,    nope,  me  neither 

So.  I  m  sitting  at  my  drawing  board 
Ihmking  about  those  safety  limits  that 
have  been  generated  at  The  Body 
Politic   No  geniials  Alright,  no  gratuitous 
genilals     maybe,  if  you  don'l  make  Ihem 
foo  large  Try  and  show  an  average  son 
of  build  Well  .  you  can  draw  fal  people, 
but  only  il  you  don'l  use  corpulence  in  a 
derogatory  manner  Frailly?  Well,.,  it 
does  seem  1o  imply  effeminacy  Look,  il's 
been  established  that  were  just  like 
everyone  else,  so  draw  us  like  every- 
one else  ( ''l 

If  I  could  make  one  drawing,  one  figure 
satisfy  those  criteria,  I'd  be  working  in 
the  difficult  and  suspect  world  of  physical 
androgny  That  s  really  hard  They 
always  keep  leaning  in  one  direction  or 
the  other  We  ve  worried  this  subject  at 
so  many  endless  collective  meetings 
"The  camera  as  rapist. .  you  put  Doug 
Wilson  on  Ihe  cover,  by  himself,  and 
you're  encouraging  the  reader  [o 
obiectJfy  him,  his  flesh,  through  maslur- 
baloty  fantasy." 

"Don't  you  think  lhat  a  moustache 
addresses  itself  lo  arbitrary  and  super- 
ficial symbolist  masculinity?'1  (Did  anyone 
actually  say  thai?) 

"The  photographs  ol  partially  clothed 
male  bodies  are  unnecessary  exploi- 
tations of  flesh  (in  "Toeing  Ihe  Line", 
issue  25)   They  really  aren't  necessary 
even  though  they  are  photographs  of  the 
people  mentioned." 

"Those  asses  in  SMALLTHlNGs  a/e 
only  encouraging  dehumanaalion  by 
focussing  in  on  the  anatomically  im- 
possible white  ignoring  Ihe  figure  as  a 
complete  entity " 

Who  and  what  is  beyond  such  encom- 
passing criticism?  So  we  make  a  very 
fimid  and  tentative  proposal  ihe  human 
body  can  be  represented  either  photo- 
graphically or  in  illustration  if  that  figure 
is  shown  lo  be  interacting  with  another 
figure  in  a  complete  and  loving  way 

'It's  OK  to  show  loving.  To  encour- 
age loving."  Stress  variety,  show  the  rich 
human  physical  vanable,  beyond,  way 
beyond  the  narrow  and  artificial  paramet- 
ers ol  Madison  Avenue  taste. 

I  always  thought  that  beauty  was 
indefinable...  isn't  that  what  keeps  poets, 
painters  and  philosophers  in  business? 

Gay  an?  Gay  illustrators?  What  do 
they  mean?  Up  to  now:  a  very  limited 
preoccupation  with  a  very  limited  concepl 
ol  masculinity  and  sexuality.  Ah,  youth 
and  "beauty" 

Gay  ad?  If  one  could  separate  it  .  sort 
of  like  straining  water  to  get  water... 
(hmmm)   Beauty  in  all  things  construc- 
tive and  nalural,  ihe  grace  ol  age,  the 
beauty  ol  wnnkles..   Old  you  know  that 
you  could  buy  male  nudes  on  black 
velvet?  Yes,  that's  nghl  folks,  a  nude  on 
every  imaginable  surface  known  10  man. 

lis  a  problem.  Insult  through  ex- 
clusion. II  has  been  suggested  that  we 


could  overcome  this  once  and  tor  all  il 

declare  a  moratorium  on  graphic  rep- 
resentations ol  the  human  figure  That's 
ight  -  no  more  people  on  our  pages. 
none  Just  pages  and  pages  ol  type, 
broken  here  and  there  with  non- 
representational  graphics,  mantmale 
objects,  landscapes.,  personally,  I'd 
miss  people   I  want  lo  see  us  in  all  of 
our  manifestations.  Were  interesting. 

Some  papers  try  lo  get  around  Ihis 
problem  by  using  old  steel -plate  line 
engravings  -  quaml  tum-ot-lhe-eenfury 
illustrations  from  catalogues  and  maga- 
zines Nothing  offensive  about  history,  is 
Ihere  folks?  But  apply  the  same  criti- 
cisms. There  they  are  women  as 
second-class  people,  moustaches  as 
masculine  symbols  (on  men|,  graluilous 
top  hats  .   nice  try  though 

One  day  I'm  going  lo  have  lo  illus- 
trate an  article  about  women.  (Did  you 
know  thai  I'm  Ihe  only  illustrator  here  at 
TBP?  Oh  no.  my  worst  fears.  .)  And  Ihen 
I'll  have  lo  try  and  do  something  sensi- 
tive and  satislactory  This  is  ludicrous 
can  you  imagine  a  man  writing  a  valid 
article/story  about  lesbians  and  love? 
We  really  need  a  woman  illustrator 

I  can'l  even  lool  myself  into  thinking 
thai  I  could  possibly  serve  every  interest, 
lhat  ihere  won  t  be  criticism,  |who  is  Iree 
from  .  ?)  So  I  tread  with  a  lighter  loot- 
siep,  solicit  opinions,  gel  into  another 
line  of  work.  .  bul  uh-huh,  androgyny  is 
out,  and  variety  is  "in"   (Did  I  hear  some- 
one say   Oh  wilh  his  head    "?j 

Tryrng  to  come  up  wilh  an  answer . 
How  about  harmless  little  animal  types,  a 
la  Oisney?  Are  they  really  harmless? 
Whai  about  Ihe  implications  of  certain 
speces?  Foxes  are  clever,  rabbits  a/e 
lecund.  squirrels  a/e  hoarders,  magpies 
steal...  Aesop  set  il  all  down  lor  us  Even 
Ihe  animal  kingdom  isn't  safe  And 
inanimate  obiects  -  a  talking  stone,  a 
philosophising  chair,  a  telephone  pole 
thats  a  stand-up  comic.  Interesting.  I'd 
still  miss  people. 

Illustralion  requires  Ihe  use  ol  specific 
symbols  to  communicate.  Certain  as- 
pects of  physiology,  clothing  and  posture 
convey  a  great  deal  ol  information 
Often,  the  written  word  is  nebulous 
enough  lhal  the  reader  can  fill  in  (and  is 
required  lo  fill  in)  pertinent  details  lhat  a 
drawing  musl  stale  bluntly.  The  ques- 
tions you  get  asked. 

"Why  did  you  draw  this  figure  as  a 
man?" 

"Why  cant  you  draw  something  inof- 
fensive... you're  always  insulting  some- 
one?'' 

"Why  are  the  cocks  you  draw  so 
large?" 

"Why  do  you  draw  cocks?" 

"Why  do  you  draw?" 

The  answers  a/en  t  easily  arrived  ai.  I 
draw  what  I  like,  to  begin  wilh.  I  draw 
what  I  think  might  be  funny,  or  confus- 
ing, or  moving.  I  draw  whai  I  think  lo  be 
pertinent  and  expressive.. 

It's  a  juggling  act.  There  have  been 
lots  Ol  political  drawings,  bul  drawing 
isn'i  usually  seen  lo  be  political...  yet 
illustrating  for  TBP  demands  thai  elusive 
political  sensitivity  Parameters  (al  least, 
some) 

An  artist  is  by  defimlion  self  indulgent. 

Being  amusing  almost  always  means 
running  the  risk  of  offending  someone. 

Illustrators  love  stereotypes  If  Ihere 
isn't  a  good  one  to  hand,  they  create 
one. 

Stereotypes  have  been  part  ol  the  op- 
pression of  gay  people 

A  good  illustration  shook!  have  an 
immediate  impact.  Bul  it  should  not  say 
everything 

The  compulsion  lo  say  everything  is 
the  preoccupation  of  the  convinced 

It's  a  juggling  act  Gel  the  picture?  Q 
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Youth  sexuality: 

the  consent  hoax 

and  why  it  persists 


net  Jim,  Gary,  Carol.  Sarah.  Bob. 
Edward.  John.  Donald  -  all  o!  them 
under  2 1  and  most  of  them  In  their  early 
and  mid  teens.  We  mot  them  because  I 
thought  it  was  important  that  we  take 
seriously  the  debate  over  age-ol-consent 

-  seriously  enough  to  admit  that 
people  were  Involved,  seriously  enough 

mt  to  meet  some  ol  these  people 
and  find  out  what  happens  in  their  lives 
They  told  us  that  lives  legally  defined 
o  be  sexually  neuter  are  not  very 
pleasant,  They  told  us  that  they  mere  not 
getting  support  ot  any  kind  from  school 
or  church,  and  very  little,  on  the  whole, 
trom  parents,  they  talked  about  the 
rewards  ot  coming  out  as  gay  people 
and  discovenng  a  community;  they 
recalled  for  us  the  joy  ol  getting  together 
with  other  gay  young  people  and 
talking,  sharing  experiences,  organizing 
their  discontents,  letting  other  gay  youth 
know  they  exist.  And  of  course  they  let 
us  know  they  were  having  sex.  With 
each  other.  But  also  with  people 
younger  than  they.  And  older  They  are 
all  regular  and  delicious  lawbreakers  ~ 
breaking  the  Canadian  law  which  says 
that  homosexual  activity  is  legal  only  lor 
those  people  2 1  years  or  older 

The  Body  Politic  is  committed  to  the 
abolition  of  that  law   So,  indeed,  is  the 
organization  which  represents  the 
political  arm  of  all  the  gay  organizations 
in  Canada:  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition.  In  (act.  it  is  the  concensus  ot 
Canadian  gay  people,  as  expressed 
through  their  organizations,  that  there 
Should  be  no  law  stating  that  sexual 
activity  becomes  legal  only  after  a 
certain  age  has  been  passed.  We  want 
to  keep  people  talking  about  the  issue 
It's  a  difficult  one.  it's  soil  controversial  - 
even  among  gay  people,  even  among 
those  gay  groups  who  finally  endorsed 
the  position  ol  the  NGRC,  even  among 
gay  young  people  themselves.  And  the 
involvement  ot  older  gay  people  in  the 
lives  of  the  young  instantly  resurrects  the 
child  rnolester  image  which  our  enemies 
use  to  very  good  effect  whenever  it's 
necessary  to  stir  up  some  anti-gay 
hysteria.  We  have  to  keep  talking  about 
this  issue  because  they  won't  stop  talk- 
ing about  it.  talking  about  it  falsely, 
dnvmg  gay  people  to  defend  themselves 
by  saying  "no.  we  don't  want,  nor 
should  we  have,  any  involvement  in  the 
lives  of  young  people  "  Our  defence 
should  be  an  attack  on  a  law  which 
creates  eunuchs. 

We  met  Anthony,  Carol  and  the  others 
in  issue  26.  This  ts  the  second  pan  In  a 
series  which  aims  to  keep  us  all  thinking 
and  talking  about  the  sexual  nghts  ot 
young  people 


Why  is  childhood 
necessary? 

Why  is  childhood  necessary?  Thai 
seems  an  odd  question  it  seems  odd  to 
question  a  fact  -  like  asking  why  4  is 
necessarily  the  sum  ol  2  and  2  Four  is 
the  definition  ol  the  sum  ol  Iwo  groups  ol 
two,  childhood  is  itie  definition  ol  a  par- 
ticular period  in  human  lile  history  and 
lhal  is  that   Nothing  simpler  Childhood  is 
a  word  which  describes  what  we  all  see. 
descnbes  real  and  significant  stages  in 
the  development  of  a  human  being  We 
have  a  lot  ot  other  words,  in  fact,  which 
appear  to  describe  equally  verifiable  and 
significant  steps  in  all  out  lives:  mfani, 
child,  pre-teen,  youngster,  adolescent, 
teenager,  mid-leen     Again  lhal  seems 
to  make  sense  -  we  can  all  remember 
being  a  child,  it  was  different  from  being 
a  newly  pubescent  early  teen,  which  was 
different  again  Irom  being  a  full-fledged 
teenager  We  were  expected  to  behave 
differently  at  each  of  these  stages,  and 
certainly  we  fed  that  our  needs  and 
expectations  varied  considerably  Irom 
age  group  to  age  group.  We  even  insis- 
ted on  dressing  differently  in  order  to 
mark  the  change  from  one  significant 
age  level  to  another  When  I  was  grow- 
ing up,  a  teenager  would  rather  have 
developed  terminal  acne  than  have  been 
seen  weahng  braces  instead  of  a  belt  to 
hold  up  his  pants 

That  was  not  always  the  case.  H  is  not 
the  case  everywhere  today.  Some  years 
ago  I  spent  a  considerable  amount  ot 
lime  Irving  with  an  isolated  group  of 
Mexican  peasant  farmers  It  was  a  small 
village  ol  some  200  people,  and  life 
revolved  totally  around  agriculture  -  the 
simple  necessity  ol  growing  enough  lood 
to  eal.  I  worked  in  the  community, 
became  very  much  pari  ot  it.  and  at  first 
imagined  lhal  I  saw  the  groupings  of  my 
own  society  mirrored  there  —  after  all  I 
saw  infants  and  children  and  teenagers, 
young  adults,  mature  individuals  and  so 
on.  But  I  soon  ran  into  problems  trying  to 
refer  to  those  distinctions  in  conver- 
sation. For  one  thing,  there  appeared  to 
be  no  word  lor  "baby".  Mind  you,  my 
Spanish  dictionary  had  a  word  which  was 
presumably  the  equivalent  of  the  English 
"baby",  but  lew  people  seemed  to  under- 
stand it  and  certainly  no  one  used  it.  The 
word  "nino",  which  my  dictionary  said 
simply  meant   child",  described  every- 
one from  birth  through  early  teens.  And  if 
baby'  was  an  almost  ignored  category, 
teenager'  simply  did  not  exist.  I  con- 
tinually ran  into  the  phrase  "ya  es 
hombre"  (he's  a  man  now)  to  describe 
id  and  15  year  olds  who  had  taken 
some  significant  step  m  [he  terms  ol  that 
particular  community  -  a  step  such  as 
being  responsible  lor  one's  own  com 
field,  or  building  ones  own  house,  or 
even  marrying.  The  "child"  was  suddenly 


the  "man",  and  though  it  was  expected 
that  his  behavior  might  be  a  little  wilder 
than  that  of  a  man  ol  40.  he  was  still 
expected  to  assume  the  responsibilities 
shouldered  by  all  men  in  that  village. 
Women  seemed  to  be  treated  differently. 
They  appeared  to  leave  childhood  only 
when  they  married,  and  though  they 
were  not  called  "nina"  (hrough  their 
adolescent  years,  they  were  frequently 
simply  referred  to  as  "nija"  -  daughier  In 
that  village  I  knew  ot  an  unmarried 
woman  in  her  late  twenties  who  still  lived 
with  her  parents  and  was  still  treated  by 
them  as  if  she  were  a  girl  of  10.  She  did 
the  same  work,  and  was  spoken  to  and 
about  m  the  same  sort  ol  way  The 
single  woman  is  a  perpetual  child. 

I  have  been  glancing  through  Philippe 
Aries'  book.  Centuries  ol  Childhood, 

and  discover  thai  in  European  society  as 
well  the  idea  of  childhood  had  no  par- 
ticular impact  or  reality  until  the  14th 
century  or  so.  And  even  then  il  took  a 
lew  hundred  years  more  belore  it 
developed  the  lineaments  which  we 
recognize  today:  the  innocence,  the 
graceful,  helpless  or  picturesque  quali- 
ties. Medieval  artists  portrayed  children 
as  miniature  men  or  women,  and  it 
seems  they  did  thai  because  children 
wens  either  little  men  or  women  or  they 
were  nolhing.  They  wore  the  same 
clothing  as  adults  did,  they  mingled 
freely  wilh  them  in  every  aspect  ot  their 
lives,  they  did  the  same  work  to  the 
extent  lhat  they  were  physically  capable, 
and  they  did  amounts  of  work  which  wo 
would  assume  today  would  be  beyond 
the  capabilities  ol  a  mere  child.  I  was 
continually  astonished,  for  example,  al 
the  difficult,  backbreaking  tasks  which 
my  Mexican  village  expected  its  children 
to  perform. 

Why  is  childhood  necessary?  It  is  a 
more  comprehensible  question  now.  II 
wasn't  always  necessary  And  even 
today,  the  many  subdivisions  ol  pre- 
adulthood  do  not  correspond  to  any 
social  reality  in  the  sierras  o!  Mexico, 
and  very  likely  in  other  peasant  societies 
as  well. 

The  categories  ol  childhood  -  and  by 
thai  I  mean  infancy,  childhood  itself, 
adolescence  and  so  on  -  seem  neces- 
sary as  a  result  of  the  technological 
sophistication  ol  a  society,  and  of  rts 
economic  organization.  In  that  Mexican 
village  no  word  for  "infant"  was  necessary 
because  infants  were  noi  necessary 
Children  were  necessary  because  Ihey 
were  likely  to  live  and  become  the  men 
and  women  who  became  the  community 
Inlants  died  with  appalling  frequency  - 
Ihere  seemed  little  point  in  having  a 
special  category  for  them  or  even  any 
speoal  affection.  Children,  on  the  other 
hand,  merited  a  special  caiegory  and  a 
name  because  experience  had  shown 
that  it  you  lived  to  be  two  or  three  you 


were  very  likely  lo  live  to  be  an  adult. 
The  death  ol  a  child  was  greeted  with 
real  grief.  There  always  seemed  some- 
thing perfunctory  to  me  aboul  the  way 
infants  were  hustled  inlo  Ihe  ground. 

For  a  male,  being  an  adult  mean!  you 
were  capable  of  constructing  a  hut,  and 
planting,  lending  and  harvesting  a  field. 
Most  boys  could  do  all  of  those  things 
reasonably  well  by  the  lime  they  reached 
adolescence.  Teenagers  were  therefore 
unnoessary  Men  during  their  teen  years 
were  capable  ol  doing  everything  a  luliy 
aduil  male  could  do.  and  therefore  they 
were  known  as  men  Funher  categones 
seemed  unnecessary  tor  economic 
reasons  -  one  tned  lo  grow  enough  to 
eat,  and  If  there  was  some  left  over,  one 
bartered  it  for  a  lew  other  necessities.  It 
is  a  lile  which  needs  children  and  adults, 
lhat  is  all. 

We  live  in  a  technologically  advanced, 
capitalist  society   A  capitalist  society 
which  produces  and  partly  trains  its 
luture  workers  in  social  units  which  we 
call  lamilies  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
technologically  sophisticated  society  re- 
quires a  protracted  youth.  There  is  no 
way  a  young  man  ol  13  or  14  could 
amass  the  knowledge  necessary  to  work 
as  an  aerospace  engineer.  (But  he  could 
work  as  a  janitor  And  we  have  ways  of 
shuttling  some  young  people  out  of 
adolescence  and  into  early  adulthood 
because  our  society  needs  a  certain 
number  ol  janitors,  clerks,  garbagemen, 
etc.}  It  also  seems  lo  me  thai  a  capitalist 
society  profits  from  a  protracted  youth. 
One  of  the  dazzling  (hings  about 
capitalism  is  the  way  in  which  it  isolates 
groups  of  people  for  the  purpose  of 
marketing  items  lo  them  which  appeal  to 
charade ns tics  of  that  group  which  other 
groups  are  presumed  not  lo  have.  There 
are  a  number  ol  different  clothing  styles 
which  are  appropnate  only  during  very 
specific  time  periods  -  no  16  year-old 
would  wear  what  a  13  year-old  would 
wear  who  would  be  appalled  at  the 
suggestion  that  he  wear  what  his  10 
year-old  brother  is  wearing.  There  are 
games  and  toys  which  are  to  be  used 
only  by  specific  age  groups  Books 
are  graded.  Even  certain  foods  are 
deemed  ihe  province  of  one  or  another 
distinct  age  bracket  II  is  all  very  profit- 
able, but  il  seems  to  be  our  economic 
system  taking  advantage,  in  its  marvel- 
lous l/ttle  way.  ol  a  time  period  which  our 
society  finds  necessary  lor  other 
reasons.  (I  would  speculate  that  a 
society  even  more  technologically  refined 
than  ours  would  no  longer  need  child- 
hood. If  machines  do  most  of  the  work, 
including  running  and  reproducing  them- 
selves, an  extended  childhood  would 
seem  unnecessary  We  might  yet  dupli- 
cate the  medieval  mingling  ot  all  the 
ages) 

Is  all  this  really  necessary?  We  seem 


FEATURE! 


to  have  strayed  a  long  way  from  Anthony 
and  Gary  arid  Carol  and  trie  pungent 
realities  of  their  lives  Yet  in  a  discussion 
Ol  age-ot -consent,  and  whether  n  should 
be  16  or  1 4  or  there  at  all,  or  whether 
children  or  teens  or  pre-teens  should 
have  sea,  rt  is  important  to  realize  that 
we  are  being  forced  to  deal  with 
categories  that  are  largely  artificial,  a 
result  ol  the  way  our  society  is 
organized   It  seems  to  dartfy  the  issue  it 
we  insist  on  seeing  childhood  as  a 
process,  a  learning  process  basically, 
and  one  that  intersects  as  frequently  as 
pass©ie  with  adult  lives,  rather  [nan  a 
senes  ol  plateaus  which,  once  over- 
come, leave  one  stranded  in  adulthood 
In  effect,  I  am  saying  that  childhood  is  a 
concept  with  which  we  should  refuse  lo 
deal  It  is  frieir  concept,  realty,  and  is 
generated  by  an  organization  of  society 
which  is  not  organized  in  our  best  inter- 
ests, nor  in  the  besl  interests  of  most 
people.  It  is  difficult  to  change  our  way  of 
looking  at  people  who  are  not  adults. 
because  the  various  categories  into 
which  they  now  fit  seem  so  natural  and 
right  But  I  think  we  must   It  helps  lo 
clanty  why  il  seems  as  loolish  lo  deny  lo 
a  young  individual  something  il  bolh 
wants  and  can  cope  with  as  it  is  to  deny 
to  an  adult  the  nght  lo  play  hopscotch. 


don  t  panic,  your  child  has  no!  been 
harmed,  don  i  call  the  police  unless  you 
realty  want  to  punish  the  adult  because 
it  s  likely  lo  traumatize  the  child  far  more 
than  the  sexual  incident,  don  I  punish  the 
child;  the  child  is  very  likely  to  have  initi- 
ated the  event  and  may  even  want  to 
continue  it.  The  article  usually  finishes  by 
suggesting  ways  of  preventing  this  sort 
of  thing  from  happening  in  the  future  That 
is  astonishing.  It  requires  a  dismembering 
of  the  logical  process  The  evidence 
cited  -  the  harmlessness  ol  the  activity, 
the  fact  that  the  child  may  well  have 
initiated  the  scene  and  was  certainly  instru- 
mental in  perpetuating  it  -  would  tend  lo 
lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  If  the 
child's  explorations  were  not  lo  be 
actively  encouraged,  they  should  at  least 
be  tolerated.  The  advice,  however,  is  to 
stop  rt.  and  ways  ol  doing  so  are  sug- 


The  sexual  apple, 
the  familial  Eden 

Why  is  sexual  childhood  necessary'  By 
trial  I  mean  why  is  it  necessary  to  main- 
Iain  the  myth  thai  children  are  not  sexual 
beings?  Il  is  maintained,  after  all.  m  the 
face  of  rafher  massive  evidence  to  the 
contrary  Infants  in  their  cribs  have 
orgasms  -  Kinsey  documented  them  in 
babies  less  than  a  year  old  Six  year  olds 
masturbate,  and  most  "liberal"  Spock- 
books  are  even  saying  it's  all  right.  We 
have  our  own  memories,  the  lestimony 
ol  our  friends,  and  il  we  interact  with 
children  at  all  we  have  but  to  use  our 
eyes  -  children  are  sexual  beings.  I  think 
their  seiual  lives  have  a  different  value 
lo  them  than  ours  do  to  us  -  they  do  not 
seem  as  linked  lo  the  debilitating 
passions  of  the  heart  -  but  the  outlines 
are  sufficiently  similar  so  that  we  can 
recognize  what  is  going  on  In  spite  of  all 
that,  most  people  would  rafher  believe 
that  children  had  no  sexual  desires,  and 
il  they  are  brought  face  lo  face  with  the 
evidence  they  feel  that  its  all  happening 
too  soon,  that  the  kid  ought  lo  be  info 
more  "wholesome"  things  tike  camping 
or  basketball,  something  that  will  work  up 
a  very         non-venereal  sweat. 

On  the  surface,  it  would  seem  that 
these  attitudes  are  the  result  of  two 
archaic  concepts  which  still  linger  in  our 
society  -  the  idea  of  the  innocence  ol 
children,  and  the  idea  of  the  potential 
harmfulness  ol  sex  Sex  is  seen  to  be  so 
linked  to  the  most  explosive  human 
passions,  so  likely  lo  bnng  out  the  worst 
in  human  venality  and  duplicity  that  a 
mere  child  is  considered  simply  in- 
capable of  surviving  such  a  situation.  II  is 
loo  innocent  -  it  will  be  taken  in   It  is 
loo  defenceless  -  it  will  be  harmed. 
Better,  therelore,  to  wail  until  it  is  wise  in 
the  ways  ol  the  world  before  il  is  allowed 
to  grapple  with  so  muscled  an  opponent 

If  that  were  the  case,  if  society  were 
merery  labonng  under  certain  miscon- 
ceptions, then  the  solution  would  seem 
lo  be  to  simply  correct  these  miscon- 
ceptions One  would  likely  go  about 
doing  thai  In  the  traditional  way  -  through 
the  dissemination  of  correct  information 

The  fact  that  that  doesn't  seem  to 
work  suggests  to  me  that  there  are  other 
basic  reasons  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
myth  of  sexual  childhood.  Let  me  grve 
you  an  example  of  how  the  mismlor- 
mation'  theory  breaks  down.  I  have  read 
a  number  of  popular  sexual  advice 
magazines,  and  Irom  lime  to  time  they 
deal  with  the  question  ot  how  parents 
should  deal  with  the  situation  ot  dis- 
covenng  their  child  has  been   moles- 
ted    Now  by   molested"  they  do  not 
mean  the  child  has  been  raped,  or 
threatened  or  psychologically  coerced  - 
they  mean  the  child  has  been  discovered 
in  some  sexual  relationship  or  other  with 
an  older  individual  Now  the  advice  to 
parents  usually  starts  off  rather  well 
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It  seems  to  me  that  the  author  of  such 
advice  has  digested  the  facts  that 
children  are  not  "innocent",  and  thai  sex 
is  not  intrinsically  harmful.  II  thai  is  the 
case,  there  must  be  some  reason  why 
he  s  avoiding  the  implications  of  those 

ies,  or  why  he  is  refusing  lo 
promulgate  them 
'  think  the  myth  ol  sexual  childhood  is 
n lamed  because  ol  the  way  our 
sooety  is  organized,  and  because  it  is  in 
the  interests  of  certain  groups  lo  keep  il 
organized  that  way 

I  mentioned  earlier  that  we  live  in  a 
capitalist  society  which  produces  and 
parity  trans  its  future  workers  in  social 
units  called  families   I  hate  to  use  words 
like  "capitalist"  and  "lamily"  -  they  are 
buzz-words  thai  tum  off  |us(  about 
everybody  because  they  usually  signal  a 
(light  into  rather  bonng  theoretical 
domains  Bui  they're  slill  useful  -  I  want 
people  to  nole  at  this  point  that  we  live  in 
a  society  which  produces  pnmanly  for 
profit  (the  profit  of  a  relatively  small 
number  of  people)  and  nol  lor  use,  and 
the  social  unit  which  makes  capitalism 
easy  is  fhe  lamily  The  family  provides 
the  unpaid  labor  of  one  person  -  the 
woman  -  to  guarantee  the  conlinuance 
ol  the  underpaid  labor  ol  another  -  the 
man  Children  learn  the  naturalness  and 
inevitability  ol  this  arrangement  Whereas 
m  reality  if  is  a  limited  view  ol  the  broad 
possibilities  ot  human  relationships,  it  is 
seen  as  safe,  correct,  "natural" 

II  is  my  contention  thai  sex  is  a  dis- 
rupts element  within  this  particular 
arrangement  Sex  is  a  centnfugal  force 
which  leads  one  outward  into  the 
community   It  ts  exploratton-orienled.  It 
can  lead  lo  the  discovery  that  there  is  no 
particular  need  to  relate  to  one  individual 
on  a  lifelong  basis,  thai  one  can  relate  to 
many  individuals,  that  there  might  be  a 
variety  of  satisfying,  loving  ways  for 
people  lo  group  themselves  together. 
Happiness  could  be  something  other 
than  Irving  with  one  other  person  of  the 
opposile  sex  for  the  rest  of  one's  life. 
The  earlier  you  begin  sexual  explor- 
ation, the  sooner  you  discover  the  possi- 
bility of  more  broadly  based  human 
relationships,  the  sooner  you  discover  - 
thai  your  lamily  is  not  necessanly  the 
only  locus  of  human  warmth  and 
affection 

society  must  see  sex  as  a  centn- 
petal  force,  one  which  binds  the  lamily 
together  rather  than  contributes  to  its  dis- 
solution Sex,  therelore,  must  be  seen  as 
legitimate  only  within  the  confines  of  the 
family   That  is  a  [all  order.  I  think  sex  is 
a  very  strong  centnfugal  force  -  given  its 
own  way  it  spins  people  wildly  out  and 
into  the  community  That  cs  not  to  be 
discovered  or  admitted,  and  the  fnghtfui 
problem  ol  persuading  people  thai  sex  is 
a  binding,  cohesive  force  requires  the 
grotesque  solution  ol  preventing  people 
Irom  having  sex  dunng  that  penod  when 
they  are  likely  lo  discover  the  opposite  is 
true  That  is  why  sexual  childhood  is 
necessary   Biting  into  the  sexual  apple 
will  lead  them  nghl  out  ol  fhe  familial 
Eden  The  age-of-conseni  laws  are  there 
lo  keep  the  apples  out  of  reach  To  a 
large  extent  they  work  Arvj  when  they 
don  l.  and  young  people  make  their 
forays  into  sexual  temtory.  they  become 
so  cnppled  by  guilt  that  the  expedition 
becomes  nol  so  much  a  voyage  ol 
discovery  as  an  accidental  holiday  One 


returns  from  holidays,  and  what  one 
returns  to  is  the  family 

More  and  more  gay  people  are 
opposed  lo  the  continuance  of  the  family 
as  rt  is  presently  constituted.  We  are 
always  babbling  on  about  how  it  distorts 
human  relationships,  how  it  exploits 
women,  how  il  has  no  room  lor  gays  I 
wonder  sometimes  if  lhat  disturbs 
people,  people  who  see  us  attacking 
what  appears  to  be  one  ot  the  few 
remaining  centres  of  human  warmth  in  a 
society  grown  increasingly  cold  and 
uncanng   I  think  we  ought  lo  be  clearer 
than  we  are  in  explaining  thai  an  attack 
on  the  family  is  nof  an  attack  on 
loving  ways  of  relating,  it  ts  not  a  plea  lor 
a  sooety  organized  solely  around 
conside rations  ol  the  equitable  distri- 
bution of  wealth   It  is  a  statement  lhal 
there  are  a  number  ol  ways  of  relating  in 
a  loving  manner  that  cannot  exist  in  the 
confines  of  the  family  as  H  is.  It  is 
because  we  say  those  loving  ways  ol 
relating  are  more  important  than  the 
family  that  we  feel  the  lamily  has  to  go  I 
sometimes  leel  we  have  some  warm 
memones  ol  family  life  only  because  Ihe 
human  capacity  lor  loving  has  exceeded 
the  family's  capacity  to  strangle  it. 

'  have  wanted  people  lo  think  about 
two  things  in  this  article  lhal  Ihe  problem 
of  children  and  sex  is  something  of  an 
artificial  one  because  the  very  concept  ol 
childhood  is  somewhat  ot  a  fabrication, 
and  that  childhood  must  be  seen  as  a 
non-sexual  time  because  rt  is  dangerous 
to  the  way  society  is  presently  consti- 
tuted to  see  il  otherwise.  I  believe  that 
means  we  have  to  behave  in  a  certain 
way  vis-a-vis  young  people.  I  believe  that 
means  we  have  to  proselytize 

Such  a  dirty  word   Proselytize.  It's 
what  they're  always  afraid  were  going  to 
do  if  loo  much  Ireedom  is  extended  to 
us,  it's  the  horrifying  probability  if  an 
open  gay  person  ever  becomes  a 
teacher,  or  a  counsellor,  or  a  Big  Brother 
We're  gonna  tum  all  the  kids  Into  little 
fruits  We're  sexual  vampires  -  we  aim 
lower  than  the  |ugular  but  the  result  is 
the  same  -  our  victims  (oin  ihe  world  of 
the  giving  head,  the  twilight  world  of  Ihe 
homosexual 

II  is  nol  Irue  It  is  one  ol  Ihe  greal 
disappointments  of  lile  that  one  cannol 
produce  a  homosexual  by  simply  pawing 
a  heterosexual,  no  matter  whal  its 
age.  By  proselytize,  of  course,  I  mean 
reaching  young  gay  people  with  the 
message  that  gay  is  good,  that  they  are 
not  diseased  or  sinful,  that  they  should 
gel  out  of  their  families  as  soon  as  they 
can,  that  they  should  organize  with  other 
gay  people,  that  it's  all  right  lo  be  having 
sex.  If  we  don't  proselytize  with  our 
message  they're  going  to  with  theirs  and 
we  will  have  further  generations  ol  gay 
people  who  wait  until  their  twenties 
before  they  start  to  live.  Gay  people,  and 
gay  people  in  gay  movements,  have  not 
seen  proselytization  as  a  priority,  partly 
because  the  concept  has  such  bad  PR, 
and  partly  because  other  aspects  ol  the 
gay  struggle  have  seemed  -  and  rightly 
so  I  think  -  to  be  ot  more  immediate 
importance.  The  situation  is  changing 
though  I  think  it's  time  to  reconsider 

Dunng  the  recent  gay  conference  in 
Toronto,  the  matter  of  age -of- con  sent 
laws  surfaced  lor  reconsideration  Their 
abolition  is  one  of  the  demands  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition,  but  there 
were  forces  at  the  conference  who 
wanted  lo  see  thai  demand  removed, 
and  replaced  with  the  demand  that  age- 
of-consent  laws  be  the  same  for  hetero- 
sexuals and  homosexuals  The  interest- 
ing thing  was  thai  this  proposal  was  not 
moved  by  a  conservative  group  -  rl  was 
urged  on  us  by  Gays  of  Ottawa,  one  of 
the  most  progressive,  action-onented  gay 
organizations  in  the  country 

Their  concern  was  quile  understand- 
able. As  the  group  in  the  nation  s  capital, 
theirs  was  the  responsibility  of  making 
Ihe  policies  Of  the  gay  organizations  of 
Canada  dear  to  members  ol  Parliament 
and  various  official  organizations  locaied 
in  Ottawa  Their  experience  tended  to  be 
lhat  Ihe  whole  program  of  the  Canadian 
gay  movement  was  discredited  by  the  in- 
clusion of  lhat  one  demand  Ihe  abo- 
lition of  age-ol-conseni  They  discovered 
lhat  as  soon  as  someone  noticed  thai 


one  phrase  rationality  went  out  the 
window,  and  they  were  lotted  into  the 
position  ol  spending  all  ot  their  time 
defending  one  demand  while  the  others, 
equally  important  others,  received  no 
attention  at  all.  They  have  been  the  butts 
Ot  insult  and  dension  as  a  result   It  is 
easy  to  understand  Iheir  disillusion  I 
would  seem  a  simple  matter  ol  smar 
political  tactics  to  water  down  one 
demand  so  thai  the  other  nine  in  your 
program  will  gain  a  fair  hearing.  II  would 
be  tempting  to  put  all  lhal  boorishness 
and  bigotry  behind  you  by  simply  tinker- 
ing a  little  and  son  ending  up,  after  all, 
with  a  reasonably  progressive  program 

It  isn't  reasonably  progressive,  though, 
to  ask  for  something  reactionary  in  its 
effect.  And  it  Isn't  reasonably  progressive 
to  exclude  from  the  gay  movement  {by 
saying,  in  effect,  lhat  we  are  nol 
interested  In  their  ngtils)  the  hundreds  ot 
thousands  ol  gay  people  In  this  country 
who  happen  to  be  under  2t   But  one  is 
still  left  with  the  strategic  question  ol  how 
to  publicly  handle  this  very  explosive 
proposition 

The  answer  is  lo  proselytize  Aggres- 
sively so.  We  musl  try  lo  ensure  that 
young  people  are  attracted  to  the  gay 
movement  in  large  numbers   It  won't  be 
an  easy  task,  considenng  the  social 
barriers  lhal  are  erecled  between  gay 
people  and  the  young  And  there  may 
even  be  legal  problems  surrounding  the 
too  active  solicitation  ol  Ihe  underaged. 
But  certainly  one  thing  that  could  be 
done  is  that  every  public  pronounce- 
ment ol  the  gay  movement,  every  poster 
and  handbill,  every  speech  should  make 
it  clear  that  young  people  are  wanted 
and  needed,  that  they  have  a  crucial  part 
to  play  in  Ihe  struggle  lor  gay  nghts  in 
this  country  We  should  nol  shrink  from 
interacting  with  young  people     on  a  one- 
to-one  basis  -  thai  is  whal  makes  peopli 
feel  welcome. 

In  the  final  analysis,  the  demand  for 
Ihe  abolition  ol  age-of- consent  laws  musl 
come  Irom  young  people  themselves. 
When  ive  demand  il,  it  can  be  dismissed 
as  the  sell-serving  crazinees  of  a  group 
lhat  simply  wants  to  gel  Its  hands  on  a 
lot  ol  hoi,  young  bodies.  The  demand  musl 
be  taken  seriously  when  the  voices 
demanding  it  are  those  of  the  young 
people  ol  this  country  The  next  time  the 
NGRC  brings  its  demands  before  the 
legislature,  its  contingent  should  contain 
a  few  teenagers,  and  part  of  the  formali- 
ties of  introduction  should  be  a  mention 
of  one's  age.  The  next  time  any  gay 
group  in  Canada  interacts  with  any 
official  or  public  body,  there  ought  lo  be 
'4,  15,  16  year  olds  present,  And- again, 
introductions  ought  lo  include  a 
declaration  of  one's  age. 

The  question  is  where  to  gel  them. 
The  answer,  again,  is  to  proselytize.  At 
present,  we  do  nol  have  organizations 
that  are  chock-a-block  full  ol  young 
people.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  Toronto  Is 
the  only  city  in  Canada  lhal  has  a  gay 
youth  group.  To  attract  young  people  to 
the  gay  movement  in  large  numbers 
should  be  the  challenge  to  the  next 
phase  ol  Ihe  movement.  It  is  a  challenge 
we  have  set  ourselves  simply  by  placing 
the  abolition  of  age-ol-consent  laws 
among  the  demands  of  our  national 
coa/ibon.  I  do  nol  think  we  realized  whal 
we  did  when  we  very  properly  added  that 
demand  lo  the  list,  bul  we  had  better 
start  realizing  its  implications  because  a 
failure  to  do  so  might  result  in  a  bitterly 
divided  national  movement 

We  must  work  together.  Vet  it  will  only 
be  because  young  people  are  seen  as  a 
distinct  entity  within  gay  groups  that  we 
will  have  much  success  in  our  attempts 
lo  abolish  repressive,  ageist  legislation. 
To  alter  the  aphonsm.  the  abolition  ol 
age-ol-consent  laws  can  only  be  the 
work  of  young  people.  □ 
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The  Ritz 

Hictiard  Lester  (director) 
Warner  Bros  ,  1976 

Norman...  Is  Thai 
You? 

George  Schlatter  (director) 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.  1976 

It  musl  be   in   again  this  year  for 
Hollywood  to  produce  kinky  turns  that 
feature  insulting  gay  stereotypes 
Apparently  the  movie  milts  have  all  but 
exhausted  then  stock  ol  titillating  hetero- 
sexual plots  and  a  new  variety  ol  novelty 
is  needed  to  amuse  straight  audiences 

Two  films  that  attempt  to  fill  this 
requirement  are  currently  playing  The 
RID;,  a  mistaken- identity  comedy  with  a 
gay  sfeambath  thrown  in.  and  Norman... 
Is  That  You?,  a  silly  story  that  purports 
to  deal  with  the  question  ol  coming  out 
to  ones  parents. 

When  a  dying  Italian  patnarch  (George 
Couioui'is)  makes  a  mumbling  state- 
ment on  his  deathbed  and  the  son  and 
son-in-law  (who  hate  each  other]  begin 
lo  v*e  lor  control  of  the  lather's  business 
empire,  the  son-in-law  (Jack  Weston) 
finds  himself  the  object  ol  a  death 
contract  placed  by  the  son  (Jerry  Stiller) 
He  tells  a  taxi  to  lake  him  lo  the  place 
where  his  enemies  will  be  least  likely  to 
look  for  him  The  taxi  dnver.  an 
employee  ol  a  family  company,  delivers 
him  lo  the  Ritz  and  tips  off  the  son  and 
his  oon  led  e  rates 

The  Ritz  is  a  gay  steambath  complete 
with  elednc  door,  exercise  room.  pool, 
disco,  etc..  all  ol  which  play  some  part  in 
the  film  By  signing  in  with  a  false  name, 
the  pursued  man  involves  himself  in  all 
kinds  ot  mistaken -identity  crises 

It  lakes  Procic  (the  son-in-law)  a  while 
to  realize  he  is  in  a  gay  bath  Once  this 
discovery  is  made,  the  circumstances 
are  used  to  create  a  senes  ot  sub- 
plots Being  somewhat  corpulent,  his  first 
encounter  at  the  baths  is  with  a  com- 
pletely deranged   chubby-chaser ".  This 
is  followed  by  a  meeting  in  the  hall  wilh 
an  older  man  wearing  a  dour  expression 
and  cowboy  chaps. 

A  series  ot  loosely- connected  situ- 
atinn-comedy  skits  follow,  with  franiic 
chasing  through  the  halls  and  periodic 
escapes  from  the  "chubby- chaser" 
serving  to  weave  the  incidents  together 
All  is  finally  resolved  with  the  "bad  guy' 
being  dressed  up  by  the  bath  patrons  as 
a  Princess  Margaret  look-alike  and 
earned  away  by  New  York's  fines!. 

The  film  insults  Kalians,  drag  queens, 
laf  men  and  those  who  are  attracted  lo 
them,  women  in  general,  men  who  are 
openly  gay.  and  gay  people  in  general.The 
baths  are  portrayed  as  a  place  where 
only  lonely,  frustrated,  pathetic  freaks  go 
and  only  in  order  to  escape  from  the 
cruel  world  outside.  Only  the  employees 
Of  the  balh  are  portrayed  as  rational 
people  —  everyone  else  has  something 
seriously  wrong  with  him/her:  from 
Stupidity  lo  extreme  naivete,  from 
delusions  ot  grandeur  lo  mental  insta- 
bility. 

It  is  possible,  perhaps,  for  gay  people 
viewing  the  film  to  isolate  these  stereo- 
types, put  them  firmly  to  one  side,  and 
enjoy  the  amusing  lines  and  slapstick- 
comic  incidents  in  the  film.  In  ihese  res- 
pects rt  is  much  like  Boys  In  the  Band 
Straights  and  closeted  gays,  or  people 
who  have  not  come  to  terms  wilh  their 
sexualrty,  will  see  only  the  stereotypes, 
and  will  leave  the  Him  consciously  or 
sub-consciously  convinced  that  gay 
people  are  all  the  bad  things  they  have 
suspected  After  all,  this  story  fakes 
place  m  a  gay  bath,  right?  And  they've 
been  seeing  the  reaJ  [admittance  restric- 
ted to  adults)  thing 

The  only  part  of  the  film  that  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  gay  phde  revolves  around 
Chris  Chris  is  a  queen  who  signs  in  as 
Ronald  Reagan  and  explains  to  the 
attendant  that  he  and  John  Wayne  were 
Otd  lovers  Chris  uses  every  method  in 
the  book  to  attract  men  to  his  room 
announcing  orgies  in  his  room,  playing  a 

14/Botfy  Politic 


share  a  quiet  n 


tape  ol  simulated  sex  noises  followed  by 
climactic  screams  and   cigarette-'"; 
paging  Joe  Namalh  and  giving  his 
(Chns')  room  number 

At  one  point  Chns  happens  into  a 
room  where  the  inept  detective  is  sitting 
on  the  bed  waiting  for  his  victim.  Practo. 
who  is  crouching  underneath  Chns  has 
been  fold  they're  both  straight  and  loudly 
declaims.  "I've  always  wondered  what 
you  straight  men  do  together!  Now  that  I 
know,  I'm  so  glad  I'm  gay1"  This  pro- 
voked scattered  applause  from  fhe 
predominantly  gay  audience 

Chris  is  the  only  character  who  seems 
at  all  happy  being  gay  and  yet  what 
comes  across  mosl  strongly  is  his  (urge 
for)  promiscuity  and  his  apparent 
insecurity  He  is  portrayed  as  a  silly 
queen,  yet  the  producers  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  him  totally  He  was 
the  only  positive  gay  character  depicted 
in  Ihe  film 

On  balance,  gay  people  and  one  ot  the 
tew  ins  I  itu  lions  where  they  can  (reefy 
meet  for  sex  are  portrayed  so  negatively 
m  this  film  that  these  bad  aspects  far 
outweigh  the  light  entertainment  value 
The  Ritz  may  have  How  ironic  thai  the 
closing  song  is  "I'm  a  Liberated  Man." 
Liberation  is  definitely  not  what  this  film 
is  about. 

Hollywood  has  also  come  up  with  its 
verson  of  Ihe  gay  man  coming  out  lo  his 
parents,  Norman.  .  Is  That  You?  lis  a 
disaster. 

A  film  fhal  seriously  tried  lo  depict  this 
subject  alone  would  probably  be  dis- 
missed by  the  movie  moguls  as  not 
bemg  sufficiently  sensational  or  kinky 
to  make  money   And  besides,  il  might 
come  dangerously  close  to  being  mean- 
ingful, threatening  even,  to  the  masses 
of  straights  to  whom  this  type  of  film  is 
marketed. 

In  order  to  solve  this  problem,  a 
number  of  highly  unlikely  and  completely 
ridiculous  aspects  are  introduced  into 
this  Broadway-play-tumed-movie.  The 
father  (Redd  Foxx)  arrives  in  Los 
Angeles  lo  more  or  less  catch  his  son, 
Norman,  in  bed  with  his  lover  The  son 
does  the  best  he  can  to  cover  until  his 
father  is    ready"  to  hear  the  worst,  bul 
the  lover  Garson  finds  any  such  delay 
hypocritical  and  purposely  lays  all  the 
cards  on  Ihe  table 

The  father  has  come  to  visit  hts  son 
tor  consolation  because  his  wife  has  run 
off  with  his  brother  He  is  furious  and 
tries  to  strangle  Garson. 

He  almost  succeeds  but  his  back 
gives.  He  (alls  back  onto  the  sofa  and 
suddenly  becomes  Garson  s  best  buddy 
This  is  only  the  first  of  the  situations 
which  leave  a  wide  credibility  gap 

After  the  initial  outburst  father  goes  oui 
and  gels  a  prostitute  (or  his  son.  on  the 
old  theory  that  "a  good  serew'll  secure 
you"  Son  walks  out  of  the  house  when 
lather  tries  to  force  the  woman  upon  him. 
Father  spends  the  evening  with  her 
instead  Father  and  Garson  also  go  to  a 
gay  club  and  thoroughly  enjoy  them- 
selves, to  Ihe  point  where  father 
becomes  dnjnk  and  starts  to  pick  up 
some  of  the  gay  jargon. 

Enter  mother  (Pearl  Bailey),  tired  ot 
the  affair  wrth  ihe  uncle,  but  with  no 
intention  of  returning  to  her  husband 


She  just  wants  to  see  Norman.  She  is  as 
shocked  and  saddened  as  Ihe  father  with 
Norman's  happy  homosexuality  Bofh 
parents  agonize  briefly  and  then  proceed 
to  blame  each  other  tor  Norman's 
"turning  queer".  Each  finds  a  sillier 
reason  than  the  last  on  which  to  hang 
Norman's  supposed  character  deficiency 
Then  suddenly,  and  inexplicably,  mother 
says  to  lather  that,  as  long  as  Norman's 
happy,  that's  OK. 

Meanwhile,  however,  and  this  is  where 
the  movie  really  begins  to  gel  ridiculous, 
Norman  has  become  so  distraughi  at  the 
turn  ol  events  (including  the  temporary 
departure  of  his  lover  over  the  quarrel 
about  coming  out  to  his  parents  thai  he 
enlists  in  the  Air  Force 

The  parents  are  pleased  Garson 
doesn't  know  how  he'll  like   being  a  war 
bnde"  Parents  decide  lo  take  Garson 
home  with  them  as  a  son  Mother  will 
agree  lo  go  back  to  father  if  she  is  not 
exploited  as  free  labor  in  the  family  dry- 
cleaning  business  Garson  is  now  to  ful- 
fill this  function  All  four  are  delighted 
with  this  arrangement  Garson  promises 
to  wnle  fo  Norman  every  day,  and  all 
four  live  happily  ever  after 

It  used  fo  be  thai  all  me  gay 
characters  died  af  the  end  -  gol  their  just 
deserts     In  this  film,  none  of  the  charac- 
ters die  but  I  would  submit  they  have, 
more  or  less  voluntarily,  chosen  a  fate 
worse  than  death 

Norman  has  been  guilted  into  joining 
the  Air  Force  which,  as  a  career  window 
dresser  in  Beverly  Hills,  he  will  surely 
hale  Garson  will  be  isolated  in  Tucson 
running  a  dry  cleaning  business  for 
people  he  doesn't  know  and  who  hate 
him  The  parents  have  chosen  to  resume 
a  marriage  where  there  was  never  any 
love  and  in  which  the  partners  are 
sexually  and  emotionally  incompatible. 

And  if  this  Isn't  silly  enough,  Ihe 


I  characterization  ol  tne  main  players  is 
that  dreary  old  stereotype  Norman  »  the 
masculine  half  ol  the  couple  He  goes 
lo  work  every  day  while  Garson  is  It* 
effeminate  one  who  does  all  the  cook- 
ing, clearing  and  dishes  and  who  wears 
women's  clothing  (luckily  from  Saks  Fitlh 
Avenue,  so  Norman  s  father  can  see  thai 
Garson   comes  from  a  good  lamity  j 

The  only  possibility  for  worth  that 
Norman...  Is  That  You''  might  ever  have 
had  is  in  Ihe  tact  that  II  deals  with 
coming  out  lo  parents,  still  a  touchy 
subject  for  millions  ot  young  gays 
However,  this  subjed  is  almost  ignored 
in  the  film.  It  is  (here  only  lor  shock 
value,  lo  create  conflicts  and  tensions,  to 
drive  the  plot 

The  film  does  not  allow  Norman  to 
confront  his  parents.  Nor  does  il  permit  a 
real  portrayal  of  parental  emotions  II 
does  point  out  that  men  oppress  women 
in  marriage  situations,  but  it  does  so 
acodeniiy  And  Ihe  film  itsell  oppresses 
women  wilh  an  extremely  negative 
portrayal  ol  the  prostitute,  and  trots  out 
and  Dogs  some  of  the  old  stereotypes  of 
blacks  (four  of  the  main  characters  are 
black). 

Can't  any  commerci a) /straight  under- 
taking entertain  without  insulting  and 
exploiting?  Will  valid  gay  entertainment 
have  to  come  Irom  gay  people  ex- 
clusively? And  whal  of  Ihe  compelling 
need  to  have  ourselves  realistically  and 
fairly  portrayed  to  the  world  at  large? 

Our  own  voices  are  small.  They  don't 
reach  many  more  people  than  are  in  our 
own  communities,  as  yef.  The  straighl 
media  are  much  more  powerful  and 
systematically  deny  us  access  to  Ihese 
media.  Commercial  dim  is  still  a  very 
important,  influential  and  mass  coverage 
medium  that  consistently  oppresses  and 
misrepresents  us. 

by  Paul  TrollopeD 
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Sexual  Experience 
between  Men  and 
Boys: 

Exploring  the  Pederast 
Underground 

Parker  Rossman 
Association  Press,  1976,  $12.75 
Parker  Rossman.  Associate  Professor  of 
Religion  in  Higher  Education  at  Yale 
University,  has  written  the  most  read- 
able, descriptive  overview  of  pederasty 
available  in  English 

Pederasty  is  defined  by  Rossman  to 
include  "the  whole  range  ol  sexual 
experience  between  males  over  age  18 
and  boys  between  puberty  and  age  16," 
thus  excluding  sex  with  children  or 


Ten  Years  Later 

we  meet  in  the  Back  Bay  station  which  they've  painted 

a  hardly -Wedge  wood  powder-blue  and  white. 

Your  hair  is  not  so  gray  as  you  prepared  me 

(o  expect,  nor  I,  as  I  prepared  you,  quite  so  fat. 

Despite  the  years  and  bumpers  that  have  crumpled 

your  car,  it  gets  us  rapidly  to  your  flat. 

If,  since  last  week  when  I  called,  either 

ol  us  had  time  to  wonder  if  we  would 

have  more  than  a  word  to  say  to  the  other  — 

we  do.  A  delicate  quiche  aux  champignons 

easily  leads  us  even  to  share  the  gayness 

we  hid,  then,  having  no  palette  to  paint 

it  from.  The  calm  in  your  array  surprises 

me,  and  hugs  away,  in  one  hug,  the  distress 

I  brought  along.  My  sharp  vocabulary 

dizzies  you;  first  it  gives  you  pause, 

then  questions  I  am  downing  more  St.  Julien 

than  you  In  fluid  contrapuntal  solos 

past  times  make  our  pastime  We  are  singing 

songs  in  which  our  politics  agree 

It's  3  am  Even  the  cats  are  sleeping. 

We  lags  are  lagged,  and  look  around  to  find 

your  room  —  no  more  than  bed,  books,  and  candle — 

become  the  world  our  room  had  never  been: 

a  world  for  us.  May  It  be  thus  whenever 

roommates  meet  again  —  and  so.  to  bed 

by  Michael  LynchD 
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women  or  girts  in  his  discussion   The 
bulk  ol  this  book  is  devoted  (o  persona ll y 
reported  information  obtained  tram  more 
than  1.000  adult  pederasts  and  300 
boys  with  pederastic  experience  Cons- 
tructed autobiographies'  of  Paul  Good- 
man. Roger  Peyrefitte  and  Andre  G>de 
illustrate  major  personal  and  social 
themes  Readers  would  be  wise  to  place 
less  emphass  on  the  first  and  last  chap- 
ters of  the  book,  which  unconvincingly 
pose  pederasty  as  a  problem  and  fumble 
around  for  a  solution,  and  instead  listen 
to  what  pederasts  have  to  say  about 
themselves  and  their  lifestyles 

Rossman  s  lack  o!  sophistication  in 
psychology  and  sociology  is  a  strength 
lor  his  personal  reporting,  because  rt 
allows  experiences  and  feelings  to  be 
conveyed  without  pseudo-scientific  jar- 
gon and  analysis.  Rossman  attempts  lo 
establish  a  rather  poor  typology  of  peder- 
asty, ranging  from  the  left  end  of  the 
Spectrum  ol  gay- identified  men  to  a  large 
centre'  group  Iplatonic  man-boy  re lal ion- 
ships  leading  into  accidental  or  curious 
sexual  explorations,  where  the  partici- 
pants consider  themselves  heterosexual) 
to  Ihe  far  fight  (Spartan  lypes  of  Greek 
Love,  sports  and  adventure  comraderie 
and  exploitive  sexual  re  la  tons  hips).  Most 
pederasts.  Rossman  states,  tall  into  the 
middle   this  supports  the  common  gay 
claim  that  most  pederasts  are  in  lad 
helerosexual,  arvj  allows  Rossman  to 
predominantly  ignore  gay  issues 
Rossman  believes  that  one  out  ol  every 
eight  men  has  at  least  occasional 
pederastic  inclinations,  and  that  there 
probably  are  several  million  active 
pederasts  in  North  America. 

Pederaslic  relationships  develop  with 
Ihe  lull  cooperation,  and  often  Instigation 
of  Ihe  boys.  Rossman  and  his  reporters 
claim.  The  sexual  lives  ol  most 
pederasts  have  a  strong  fantasy  com- 
ponent, held  repressed  by  conventional 
norms,  which  are  acted  upon  only  in 
special  siluations  with  compliant  boys. 
Rossman's  discussions  ol  fantasy  experi- 
ence, equaling  it  with  physical  experi- 
ence and  focusing  on  how  experiences 
are  interpreted  by  the  participants  rather 
than  Ihe  actual  experience  itself,  rep- 
resents the  germ  of  an  excellent  psycho- 
logical framework  lor  understanding 
sexuality  which  has  considerable  rele- 
vance lo  people  ol  all  se x ual /a  ff actional 
orientations 

Pederasly  is  certainly  an  important 
issue  in  Ihe  gay  movement,  and  a 
difficult  issue  lor  many  gay  men  lo  per- 
sonally understand  (il  seems  lo  be  of 
less  concern  lo  women)  While  Rossman 
attempts  to  be  sympathetic  to  the  gay 
liberation  movement,  many  of  Ihe 
pederasls  whose  thoughts  and  experi- 
ences he  reports  are  not  so  benign.  For 
example,  Rossman  writes, 


gay  community  attempts  lo  exclude  gay 
pederasts  from  the  subculture  as  a  result 
of  its  anli-pederaslic  attitudes   Thus  gay 
youth,  even  when  they  are  allowed  lo 
partjcrpaie  in  Ihe  gay  community,  often 
(ind  they  must  develop  relationships  with 
pederasls  in  other  settings,  these  peder- 
asts would  seem  most  likely  to  be  anti- 
gay  By  stigmatizing  gay  men  who  might 
develop  positive  relationships  with  these 
boys,  these  boys  are  ultimately  denied 
the  support  of  the  gay  community  in  their 
coming  out  process 

Exploitative  pederasty  certainly  de- 
serves Ihe  same  condemnation  as  all 
forms  of  rape  Jusl  because  one  ol  the 
participanls  is  under  the  age  of  16,  and 
Ihe  other  over  18  or  21,  does  not  define 
(he  relationship  as  exploitative. 

Consenting  sexual  relationships  men  I 
the  support  ol  the  gay  community,  and 
should  not  be  abridged  by  law  or  moral 
condemnation,  regardless  ol  the  ages  ol 
the  participants. 

While  changing  laws  is  certainly  one 
important  issue.  Rossman  also  argues 
that  social  attitudes  need  lo  be  changed; 
(his  applies  to  gay  people  as  well 
as  others   Rossman's  book  represents  a 
beginning  step  in  the  process  of  chang- 
ing attitudes  toward  men  who  have 
sexual  relationships  with  boys  As  such, 
it  represents  important  reading  lor 
gay  people 

by  Greg  LehneQ 

Well  Do  It 

Ourselves: 

Combatting  Sexism  in 
Education 

David  Rosen,  Sieve  Werner, 
Barbara  Yates  (eds) 
University  of  Nebraska, 
1974.  $2.25 


il  Is  an  error  lo  contuse  pederasty  and 
gay-homosexuality  ..  A!  the  same  time, 
gay  adolescents  do  sometimes  have 
sexual  affairs  with  older  men  .  Most 
pederasls  Interviewed,  however,  are 
not  attracted  lo  gay  boys  because 
Ihey  find  them  loo  often  to  be  jealous, 
passionate  and  romantic,  whereas 
mosl  pederasts  are  interested  only 
in  the  sex-for-fun  horseplay  ol  (he 
normal  masculine  boy.  (p.  31) 
It  is  ironic  (hal  mosl  pederasts  should  be 
self-defined  and  typed  as  ' helerosexual ■ 
and  apparently  appalled  lhai  any  ol  the 
boys  they  have  sex  with  should  possibly 
end  up  as  gay  Gay  men  reading  this 
book  will  (ind  these  attitudes  quite  offen- 
sive Homophobia  is  certainly  as  preval- 
eni  in  me  pederastic  underground  as 
anti-pederastic  attitudes  are  in  ihe  cav 
world 

The  anil-gay  sentiments  of  many 
pederasts  are  perhaps  ooi  difficult  lo 
understand,  however,  considenng  the 
lack  of  support  and  even  condemnation 
ol  pederasty  rampant  in  much  of  Ihe  gay 
community   It  is  lime  lo  critically  examine 
(he  relationship  between  pederasty  and 
the  gay  movement   Rossman  s  book 


From  a  gay  perspective,  it  would  be 

unfortunate  lor  gay  adolescents  lo  be- 
come involved  m  a  relationship  wrth  most 
pederasts  I  helerosexual'  variety)  who 
how  homophobic  attitudes,  However  the 


As  indicated  by  its  title,  this  anthology 
was  compiled,  in  large  part,  as  a  guide 
lor  those  wishing  to  combat  mslitulional 
sexisl  practices  The  articles  I  lound 
most  interesting  and  most  valuable  are 
Ihose  which  describe  how  various  groups 
have  organized  themselves  and  Ihe  tech- 
niques Ihey  have  used  m  iheir  struggles 
The  articles  by  Yates  on  child  care  and 
health,  by  King  on  organizing  women's 
studies  and,  to  some  extent,  by  Blumen- 
deld  on  gay  people's  oppression  and  by 
Werner  on  a  gay  student  group  give 
valuable  inlormalion  for  Ihose  wishing  to 
undertake  similar  endeavors. 

The  edilors  have  atlempied  lo  incor- 
porate the  issue  of  sexism  as  it  applies 
to  both  women  and  gays.  The 
collection's  inherent  (unction  seems  (o  be 
(o  raise  consciousness  and  lo  develop 
strategies  lor  action.  However,  the 
organization  of  Ihe  articles  is  somewhat 
haphazard  so  thai  a  coherent  structure 
falls  to  emerge.  One  article  follows 
another  with  very  little  understanding  of 
possible  underlying  I  hemes. 

One  [heme  is  the  double  oppression  of 
non-white  women  and  lesbians  (and  the 
possibility  o!  triple  oppression,  for  non- 
white  lesbians)  Three  articles  were 
added  lo  the  collection  when  n  was 
pointed  out  lo  the  editors  thai  the  book 
concentrated  on  white  women  and  gay 
men.  They  include  one  on  images  of 
Puerto  Rican  women  in  children's  books 
one  on  the  predicament  of  black  women' 
and  finally,  an  afterthought,  on  lesbians 
as  gays  and  as  women  These  three 
articles,  while  giving  suggestions  as  to 
what  changes  are  required  and  how  Ihey 
are  being  or  should  be  earned  oul,  serve 
a  largely  consciousness-raising  lunciion 
including  inlereslingly  enough   lor  the 
while  women  and  gay  men  involved  in 
compiling  ihe  anlhology  itself. 

The  book  is,  of  course,  largely  con- 
cerned with  the  educadon  system 
Particularly  a'  Ihe  post -secondary  level, 
although  the  experiences  of  several  gay 
high  school  teaches  who  have  (ought 
court  cases  in  the  United  States  against 
(heir  school  administrations  are  presen- 
ted m  considerable  detail.  The  '  prob- 
ems  ol  gays  wiih  respect  to  the  estab- 
lishing of  on-campus  organizalions  ihe 
failure  ol  fhe  system  lo  meet  the  edu- 
cational needs  ol  gays,  and  ihe  lack  of 
services  available  lo  lesbians  and  gay 
men  on  campus  are  described  and 


Sex 

is  not  enough 

Buy  a  pet 

and  a  plant  too  at 

and  plants 


Tropical  fish,  reptiles,  small  mammals 

and  birds. 

Tropical  house  plants,  pots,  soil,  and 

jardinieres. 

1561  Bayview  Ave.  (near  Millwood) 
Toronto  (416)  484-8865 


Special  people  have  special  requirements 

We  understand  that  -  and  our  travel  consultants  can  advise 

you  on  the  hows,  whore's  and  when's  in  a  friendly  open 

manner. 

Special  group  to  San  Juan,  Jan.  17.  Call  us  lor  details. 
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205   WELLESLEY   ST     E.  -  TORONTO 

TRAVEL 

TRAVEL   WITH   "YOU"    IN  MIND. 


Bookings  wilt  include  an  up-to-date  listing  of  selected  bars 
and  clubs. 


MALE    FRIENDS    FOR    YOU 

FROM  edmonton   magog 

saint  John  brampton  brandon 
grande  prairie  downsview  ndg 
new  Westminster  summerside 
kingston  okanagan  Java!  digby 
toronto     red   deer    sudbury  u.s. 


I.S.B.A. 
P.O.  Box  142 
Station   "Q' 
Toronto 
Canada 
M4T  2L9 


GAY 

ALLIANCE 

TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

A  civil  rights 

organization  for 

Gay  women  and  men 


Meetings:  1st  Wed  ea  month 

S  pm  al  193  Carllon  Street 

Dances;  3rd  Sal.  ea.  month 

9  pm  al  Church  St.  Community  Centre 

519  Church  Street 

Office:  193  Carlton  St.  (416} 

964-0148 

TORONTO 


(416) 


We  sell: 
Mandate....  $1.75 

Blueboy $2-00 

Advocate... $  .75 
Body  Politic  $  .50 

Open  8  am  -  7  pm 

Come  -  Browse 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  accepted  from 
out-of-town  customers  Pnoas  are  as  lis- 
ted above   Add  SI  foi  postage    Prompt 


NAVAJO  JEWELLERY 

SILVER&TURQUOISE 

RINGS,  BRACELETS,  NECKLACES 

w*1  '15.  t»  '2000. 

SKIN  &  BONES 


•CYONCtfT.ATOHMLES 


Body  Polttle/15 


Founded  by: 

M.  Charles  Ohnener 

Master  Chef  de  la  Cuisine 

Confrerie  de  la  Chaine  des  Rolisseurs 

M.  Ohneiser  is  offering  an  evening  course 

tn  French  gourmet  cooking. 

This  course  is  for  gay  people. 

Classes  to  be  held  every  Thursday 

evening  from  7:30  to  9:30 

First  class:  November  1 1 

Ten  lessons  in  a  5  week  period 

For  further  information  telephone  or  visit: 

Studio  Culinaire 

124  Merton  St. 

Toronto.  Phone  (4161  484-11 78 


$300-$500  per  week 


possible,  on  lop  commissions  selling  space  advertising  by  phone  for 
popular  sports  magazine.  Year-round  work  —  chance  for  advancement 
into  management. 

Call  lohn  Steel  (416)  928-0309  in  Toronto 


A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from 
cheeks,  brows,  hairline,  body.  etc.  in  private. 
Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results. 
Facials  and  massage  too. 
Telephone:  967-0095 
for  an  appointment 


TORONTO  DANCE  FESTIVAL 


TWP  THEATRE,    12  ALEXANDER  ST 
NOVEMBER  16-  DECEMBER  19 

BOX  OFFICE  925-8640    OPENS  NOVEMBER  8 

DANNY  GROSSMAN         KATHRYN  BROWN 

DANCEMAKERS      JUDYJARVIS&CO 

MARGARET  DRAGU 

TORONTO  DANCE  THEATRE 

FOR  DETAILS  CAIL  423-7016 
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vanous  solutions  and  examples  given 

An  article  by  Louis  Crompton  on  liter- 
ature and  gays  ts  a  guide  to  English 
teachers  on  gay  issues  and  enters  He 
otters  a  challenge  to  teachers  to  begin  to 
meet  gay  students  educational  needs 
Crompton,  however,  concentrates  on  gay 
men  and,  excep!  lor  one  inadequate 
chapter  on  lesbians,  excludes  lesbian 
themes  and  writers  Martin  and  Gearhen 
m  the  if  article  on  lesbians  show  how 
lesbians  have  been  ignored  by  the  other 
authors  writing  lor  this  anthology  They 
discuss  lesbian  needs  m  education  arid 
indicate  thai  lesbians,  where  they  do  not 
torm  their  own  groups,  acting,  when 
appropnale,  in  coalition  wrth  women's 
and  gay  male  groups,  tend  to  find  their 
needs  best  sewed  by  working  in  campus 
women's  centres  with  other  leminisls. 
They  do  indicate,  however,  the  inevita- 
bility ot  struggle  between  lesbians  and 
their  heterosexual  sisters  when  they  do 
work  together  The  outcome  ot  such 
struggles  differs  from  place  Io  place,  with 
separatism  being  one  ot  the  possible 
solutions. 

On  the  whole  I  found  the  anicles  on 
the  lesbian/gay  male  educational  situ- 
ation insufficient.  A  much  more  complete 
set  of  writings  on  the  experiences  ot 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  education  is 
required,  the  sooner  ihe  better 

by  Gloria  Geller'_ 

Lesbian  Poetry: 

Small  Press  Books 

Reviewing  poetry  is  perhaps  one  ot  the 
most  subjective  areas  a  critic  covers. 
Poems  deal  with  emotions  and,  when 
successful,  come  close  to  touching  those 
nerves  which  keep  most  ol  us  moving 
Because  of  this  interesting  charac- 
teristic, i|  is  often  possible  for  a  critic  to 
reject  a  poem  or  book  or  book  ot  poetry 
because  it  comes  a  little  too  dose  to 
those  delicate  nerve  endings  On  the 
other  hand,  poetry  can  be  rejected 
because  it  is  of  tow  quality  —  weak. 
flowery,  collections  of  impotent  words. 
Fortunately,  lew  of  Ihe  following  books  fil 
such  a  description 
satum  cycle:  notations,  poems  by 
and  re  a  cartisle,  drawings  by  susan, 
197?  available  from  Amazon  Reality.  PO 
Box  95,  Eugene.  OR  97401  for  $2.25 
plus  25c  postage 

The  first  poem  in  (his  book,  "poem  tor 
kalin"  Is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  love 
poems  I  have  ever  come  across.  For  this 
reason  alone  the  book  should  be  pur- 
chased. Actually,  there  are  ten  more 
reasons  for  reading  this  book  —  the  rest 
ot  the  poems  are  as  beautiful  as  the  first 
one.  and  the  cosmic  drawings  in  the 
second  edition  give  you  something  to 
meditate  on  while  you  sit  soaring  through 
your  own  satum  cycle. 
Talk  Among  the  Womenfolk,  Susan 
Saxe.  Common  Woman  Press,  available 
Irom  Susan  Saxe  Defense  Fund,  c/o 
Lawyers  Guild,  1427  Walnut  Street, 
Philadelphia.  PA  19102  USA.  for  $2.00 

Susan  Saxe  is  currently  in  the 
Worcester  Co.  House  ot  Correction  on 
charges  ol  first-degree  murder,  anti-war 
actions  committed  in  1970.  and  charges 
resulting  Irom  a  bank  robbery   She  was 
on  the  FBI's  wanted  list  for  four  and  one 
halt  years  as  a  result  ot  her  anti-war 
activities   During  her  lime  underground 
Saxe  wrote.  Her  poems  have  been 
collected  in  Talk  Among  the  Women- 
folk which  is  being  sold  to  raise  money 
for  her  defense  (und  The  poems  in  her 
book  are  not  written  by  a  cynical  outlaw 
as  mighl  be  expected   Instead,  they  are 
full  ol  love,  hope  and  joy-feelings  ol  a 
lesbian/ feminist  fighting  in  the  Irani  tines 
of  the  movement   Susan  Saxe  is  now  In 
detention,  bul  as  long  as  she  writes 
poems  such  as  the  following  one,  no 
bars  can  hold  her  spirit 

To  a  New  Love 

That  at  mghr 

When  you  are  iust  tailing  asleep 

I  make  kisses  like  raindrops 

Drop 
On  your  bar* 
Thecr 


The  hollow  ol  yt 

four  cheek,  |ust  below  y 

Your  lemple. 


ty  &™«st  brushing  yot»  arm. 


•  you" 

Do  you  know 

Thai  you  jmikt? 

One  ol  the  problems  a  publisher  laces 
is  choosing  poems  which  win  appeal  to 
the  audience  "Out  and  Out  Books'  pub- 
lishes poetry  by  lesbian  women  They 
have  successfully  come  up  with  collec- 
tions of  poems  that  are  both  appealing 
and  well-designed.  The  following  three 
books  are  available  Irom  Out  and  Out 
Books,  44  Seventh  Ave.  Brooklyn.  N  V 
11217  for$1  50  plus  25c  postage  each 
Housework,  Joan  Lark  in.  Out  and  Out 
Books,  1975 

Housework  is  no!  about  Wages  tor 
Housework   It  is  a  collection  ot  poems 
representing  different  rooms  ot  experi- 
ence the  author  has  travelled  through 
The  first  section  ol  the  book  deals  wllh 
her  early  poems.  Larkin  wntes,    rooms.  , 
ways  of  seeing  and  reeling  I  gave 
shapes  to  in  poems  before  I  learned  their 
real  names  and  could  leave  Ihem".  The 
theme  ol  rooms,  or  stabons  ot  lile,  runs 
throughout  the  book  and  is  comple- 
mented by  reproductions  ol  paintings  by 
Mimi  Weisbord  At  various  stages  the 
author  leaves  one  room,  or  situation,  and 
journeys  to  a  new  one  This  progression 
is  matched  with  Weisbord  s  work  which 
depicts  playhouses  filled  with  rooms  — 
rooms  containing  blatant  symbols  of  the 
subconscious  The  poems  concerning 
her  child  are  shocking  If  you  get  Ihe 
chance,  read  this  book. 

Periods  of  Stress,  Irena  Klepfisz,  Out 
and  Out  Books.  1975 

These  poems  are  Ihe  result  ol  Ihe 
turbulent  year  Klepfisz  spent  in  Moniauk, 
Long  Island.  Her  poetry  spans  the  period 
of  time  from  her  childhood  in  Warsaw 
during  the  war  to  Ihe  year  at  Montauk, 
The  images  ot  death  and  terror  In  the 
Ursi  section  are  sharply  contrasted  by 
images  of  nature  In  the  rest  of  the  book. 
This  is  a  very  heavy  (Intense)  book,  well 
worth  reading. 

After  Touch.  Jan  Clausen,  Out  and  Out 
Books.  1975. 

After  Touch  starts  out  strong  and  then 
cruises  along  with  a  number  of  poems 
that  are  completely  acceptable  but  lack 
the  power  of  "After  Touch"  or  "What 
Might  Help".  If  her  poems  were  photo- 
graphs this  book  would  be  an  album  ot 
snapshots  introduced  by  two  classic 
photographs.  An  unfortunate  occur- 
rence. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  her  next 
book  Clausen  will  maintain  her  high  level 
of  poetry  Irom  one  end  ot  the  book  to  the 
other. 

Amazon  Poetry,  an  anthology  edited 
by  Joan  Larkin  and  Elly  Bulkin.  Out  and 
Oul  Books,  1975. 

This  book  contains  work  by  Rita  Mae 
Brown,  Judy  Grahn,  Willyce  Kim  and 
many  others  who  are  openly  lesbian.  The 
editors  have  chosen  works  which  are 
alive  and  strong.  They  have  kepi  in 

"  ..the  risks  other  women  take  In  their 
writings,  casting  off  the  academic 
shroud  over  their  feelings,  naming  the 
unspeakable,  moving  with  courage  into 
new  forms  and  new  perceptions..  In 
every  sense,  we  do  no!  work  alone ." 
(Susan  Griffin) 

This  collection  shows  the  many  sides 
of  the  lesbian  experience.  The  poems 
reflect  upon  the  total  lesbian,  the  woman 
at  work,  in  the  home,  at  play,  and  in 
love  A  refreshing  change  Irom  collec- 
tions m  which  even/  poem  is  centred  on 
a  tragic  romance. 

Opening,  Poniand  Women's  Centre, 
1973,  available  Irom  Amazon  Reality, 
Box  95,  Eugene.  OR  97401,  USA,  SI  .00 
plus  postage 

This  is  an  ex  peri  menial  volume.  The 
book  was  made  by  the  women  at  the 
Centre   It  was  the  first  time  any  of  them 
had  been  Involved  m  the  printing  pro- 
cess. Although  this  volume  is  a  collec- 
tion ol  poems  by  women  who  are  not 
primarily  poets,  there  is  talent  displayed 
"  some  ol  the  works.  II  this  book  makes 
only  one  point,  it  is  that,  with  a  certain 
amount  ot  determination,  women  can  do 
whatever  they  set  their  minds  to,  be  that 
writing  poetry  or  publishing  a  book 

by  Kate  MlddkttonQ 
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The  Fox  and  his 
Friends 

Rainer  Werner  Fassbinder 
(director) 

There  are  two  entirely  different  versions 
oF  [ins  movie  going  about.  One  is  in- 
cisive, astonishing,  richly  textured, 
elc.  etc.  You  will  no  doubt  hear  about  it 
from  other  sources,  or  you  may  have 
been  one  ol  the  lucky  ones  who  actually 
saw  this  version.  I  saw  the  other  one. 

There  was  a  line  two  blocks  long, 
almost  exclusively  gay  men,  waiting.  The 
theatre  was  Full  oT  the  same,  waiting.  I 
was  too  Full  ol  anticipation  Obviously 
good  things  had  (alien  in  all  out  ears  — 
gay  movie  (tare  enough),  real  gay  movie, 
first  good  gay  movie,  first  this,  best  thai. 
For  (he  first  five  minutes  of  Fox,  hope 
sprang  eternal  (The  German  title  'Faus- 
Irechl  der  Freiheit'  doesn't  translate  well. 
I  think  il  means  something  like  Fistpowei 
is  Freedom  Am  I  close?)  Two  men  kiss- 
ing in  from  of  a  carnival  crowd  —  yes, 
yes,  one  lor  us!  —  no  one  in  the  crowd 
noliced.  but  maybe  that's  the  way  it  is  in 
Germany''  A  nicely  observed  pick-up  at  a 
toilel  —  delicious  shock,  this  movie  is 
aboui  us,  some  ot  us.  Some  interesting 
choreography,  male-male  jockeying, 
power  plays  Give  it  a  break,  it's  our 
movie,  In  the  context  ol  what  we  re 
accustomed  lo,  we'll  jump  at  anything 
gay,  won  I  we  —  any  depiction  ol  our 
lives,  any  expression  ol  our  feelings' 
Won't  we? 

I  can  pul  up  with  one-dimensional 
characters  if  their  one  dimension  is 
something  more  engaging  than  plain 
nastiness  The  Fox  himself,  pooi  Bieber- 
kopl  (translation  Beaverhead)  as  simu- 
lated by  Fassbinder  —  ot  the  bad  under- 
ground-movie-style  performances,  his 
was  the  dreariest  —  is  the  only  card- 
board character  who  isn't  a  rat;  he's  a 
klutz.  I  suppose  I  could  take  soap  opera 


set-ups  il  I  could  believe  it  at  all,  or  care 
about  il,  or  even  be  entertained  a  htiie  by 
it  Kindergarten  politics  I  could  stand  it 
they  were  didacted  with  sufficeni  wit  or 
panache  I  mean,  to  do  the  old  Bour- 
geois-Capita lists  -  6  lee  d  r  ng  - 1  n  nocenl  ■ 
Proletarians- Dry  thing  again,  you  have  to 
have  something  going  for  you.  if  not 
intelligence  or  flair,  at  least  passion. 
There  were  in  this  movie  only  the 
minorest  problems  between  gays  and 
straights,  the  Big  Idea  seemed  to  be  that 
the  struggle  is  not  between  orientations 
but  between  classes.  If  you  wish,  but  no 
idea  needs  this  kind  of  arguing.  Another 
Big  Idea  —  consuming  doesn't  make  you 
happy.  I  kept  wafting  for  something 
more,  but  as  tar  as  I  could  tell,  that  was 
it.  Everyone  was  he  ad-over -heels  doing 
it,  no  one  was  happy,  the  Fox,  poor 
simple  soul  got  dragged  Into  doing  it  and 
it  killed  him.  At  one  poim  he  said  (trans- 
lated): "I  only  want  to  be  the  way  I  used 
lo  be."  Too  late,  alas.  As  for  one  more 
homosexual -suicide  ending,  it  was,  as 
they  say,  the  last  straw.  This  isn't  our 
movie  —  or  at  least  it  certainly  isn't  and 
couldn't  ever  be  mine  —  it's  stnctly 
Fassbinder  s,  and  he  seems  to  be  talking 
Strictly  lo  himself. 

I  can  hear,  have  already  heard  fierce 
arguments  and  intncale  analyses.  The 
effort  that  we  devote  to  these  things  is 
surely  a  measure  of  our  hunger  The 
ending  alone  could  keep  some  ot  the 
most  enthusiastic  analysts  going  lor 
months.  And  when  all  else  fails,  there's 
always  the  old  reliable  "the  movie  stands 
on  its  own,  it  doesn't  need  explanation,  it 
defies  analysis," 

Are  the  onty  ones  among  us  ambitious 
enough  to  make  movies  about  us 
bankers  or  clowns? 

by  Michael  Riordon  " 
For  another  view  ol  Fo«  and  a  larger 
exploration  ol  Fassblnder's  lllms,  see  the 
article  on  gays  m  film  in  our  next  issue. 


On  The  Job 

David  Fennario 

Centaur  Theatre  Company 

Strawberry  Fields 

Michael  Hollingsworth 
Factory  Theatre  Lab 
Toronto 

Two  fine  productions  ol  two  widely  dis- 
similar all-male  plays  provide  an  excel- 
lent study  in  contrast,  particularly  when 
viewed  on  two  successive  evenings 
David  Fennano's  On  The  Job,  tounng  in 
the  Centaur  Theatre  production  from 
Montreal,  uses  kitchen-sink  naturalism  lo 
explore  the  frustrations  ol  a  group  of 
working-class  men  trapped  by  then 
social  roles.  In  a  more  subjective,  almost 
surrealistic  style,  Michael  Hollingsworth  s 
production  of  his  own  play,  Strawberry 
Fields,  part  of  the  Factory  Theatre  Lab  s 
Works'  76,  examines  the  sexual  fears 
and  obsessions  ol  three  men  wander- 
ing amidst  the  rubble  of  a  burnt-out  rock 
concert,  some  time  in  the  late  sixties. 
Both  culminate  in  violence,  differently 
realized  but  resulting  from  the  same 
anger  and  frustration  with  oppressive 
social  and  sexual  structures. 

David  Fennano's  On  The  Job  has  re- 
ceived uniformly  good  notices 
since  it  premiered  in  David  Calderisi's 
succinct  production  over  a  year  ago,  the 
same  production  that  is  now  on  tour.  It's 
a  short,  tightly-crafted  play,  easily  acces- 
sible to  the  middle-of-the-road  theatre 
audience  it  attracts.  Four  men  of  vary- 
ing ages  struggle  into  the  harshly-lit 
shipping-room  ol  a  Montreal  gamient 
factory  to  begin  work  on  Christmas  Eve 
morning.  Their  foreman,  a  meticulously 
organized  French-Canadian  named 
Rene,  has  already  begun  the  daily 
routine,  allowing  the  audience  to  appreci- 
ate the  cardboard  lunctionalism  of  the 
drably  realistic  set,  well  designed  by 
Felix  Mirbt  With  an  excellent  ear  for 
dialogue,  Fennario  quickly  defines  his 
characters,  establishing  Gary,  a  cynical 
ex-hippie,  at  the  centre  ol  the  play 
Ready  lo  rebel  at  the  tedious  boredom  ol 
his  rob  al  the  bottom  of  the  factory  heap, 
Gary  soon  has  an  excuse  he  and  his  co- 
workers are  required  lo  work  thai  after- 
noon, traditionally  a  time  off. 

Refusing  to  simply  quit  (and  be 
replaced  by  others  desperate  to  work), 
Gary  convinces  the  other  men  lo  remain 
noisily  on  the  job  and  forces  a  con- 
frontation with  Rene  that  has  a  chain 
reaction  up  the  line  ot  command  lo  the 
manager  of  the  factory   Recognizing  the 
futility  ol  their  protest,  the  men  never- 
theless make  a  stand,  managing  to  des- 
troy the  crippling  routine  (and  merchan- 
dise) before  the  inevitable  call  tor  the 
police  to  re-establish  order  More  im- 
portantly, they  successfully  challenge 
Rene  s  compromise  with  authority  before 
they  leave  him  to  clean  up  the  mess. 


Alone  m  the  shambles  thai  is  the  sel  at 
the  end  of  the  play.  Edmond  Gngnon 
effectively  suggests  Renes  disappoint- 
ment and  confusion  as  he  laces, 
perhaps  lor  the  first  time,  the  emptiness 
ol  a  lite  thai  provides  him  with  nothing 
but  an  income  Rene  has  |usi  fned  the 
men  with  whom  he  could  communicate, 
in  order  lo  maintain  a  system  ot  rules 
which  he  knows  is  unfusl  Now  he  musl 
lace  his  immediate  supenor  Shaw,  slick 
with  a  degree  »n  business  psychology 
(they  keep  you  smiling  while  Ihey  work 
you  lo  death)  and.  eventually,  his  wife, 
who  he  admits  symbolizes  another 
meaningless  partem  ol  unlulinimg  res- 
ponsibilities 

The  focus  of  attack  in  On  The  Job  is 
the  socio-economic  order  thai  con- 
ditions men  to  accept  the  rale  ot  "suc- 
cess ob|Bd"  without  question,  to  fulfill 
the  position  of  husband  and  provider 
without  considenng  alternatives  lhat 
might  be  more  personalty  rewarding.  For 
the  men  m  Fennario  s  siockroom,  the 
only  alternative  lo  a  meaningless  work 
routine  is  jail  or  death  As  Gary  says. 
This  country  is.,   one  big  jail     It  is  sig- 
nificant though  too  convenient,  that  Gary 
is  the  ex-htpple  presumably  Fennano 
intends  his  past  ol  dope,  travel  and  pro- 
test to  explain  his  self-awareness  Gary's 
slatement  "I  understand  but  I  can  i  sland 
ill"  summarizes  the  frustration  ol  men 
unable  to  live  inside  or  out  ol  the  rat- 
race;  but  it  does  little  to  explain  why  this 
particular  man  ends  up  grumbling  in  a 
basement,  particularly  after  exercising 
his  "freedom"  as  a  hippie  One  needs  to 
know  more  of  his  history  to  really 
appreciate  his  anger. 

One  wants  to  know  a  lot  more  about 
(he  characters  m  Strawberry  Fields,  as 
well;  but  only  because  what  they  reveal 
is  so  fascinatingly  ambiguous  After  a 
seedy  set  of  deliberately  macho  rock  ("I 
love  to  bite  their  tits... ")  by  a  group  Intro- 
duced as  Toronto's  best  underground 
band(?},  two  stragglers  from  a  rock  festi- 
val emerge  amongst  the  klieg  lights,  gar- 
bage and  and  electrical  cables  (the  sel) 
begin  a  menacingly  erotic  dialogue  thai 
r.  seal  ales  into  physical  violence  with  the 
entrance  of  a  third  man,  "Mr  America", 
replete  with  bulging  biceps,  Frye  boots 
and  S&M  commands.  What  it  all  means 
is  debatable  and  probably  as  individual 
as  the  isolated  giggles,  gasps  and 
applause  that  punctuated  its  beautifully 
paced  and  controlled  production  Thai  M 
has  a  strongly  hypnotic  effect,  how- 
ever, is  definite  the  audience  was  rapt, 
mainly  because  of  the  powerfully 
individual  performances  of  Pal  nek 
Brymer,  Geza  Kovacs  and  Bob  Naimilh, 
That  the  audience  s  attention  was  riveted 
to  male- lo- male  sex  deserves  careful 
consideration,  (or  the  encounter  -  can 
one  call  it  gay'  -  was  based  almost 
exclusively  on  the  desire  to  violate  and 
destroy. 

What  were  the  boundanes  ol  the 
Sixties'  And  what  were  the  effects  of  that 
decade  in  terms  ol  personal  and  sexual 
growth?  Whereas  Fennano  uses  the 
Sixties  to  obliquely  explain  Gary's 
presenl  frustration,  Hollingsworth  uses 
them  or,  at  least,  that  part  summarized 
by  the  rock  concert /festival,  to  suggest 
that  sexual  expenmentaton  leads  to 
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violent  aggression  when 
needs  and  desires  repressed  lor  (ear  of 
sooai  disapproval  One  song  in  the 
musti'  preamble  to  Strawberry  Fields 
documents  the  tale  of  a  number  ol 
Suites  k'ds  those  who  are  sffll  alive,  rhe 
lead  singer  wails,  are   tusi  trym  to  make 
a  twin     one  is   seilm  shoes  off  Ihe 
shell     He  mighi  be  singing  about  Gary, 
Fennano  could  say  He's  nol  smgi  ■? 
about  Harry  however,  or  Larry  or  Danny, 
the  other  two  characters  m  Hollings- 
worth  s  play  Both  Harry  and  Larry  are 
dead  in  the  end.  after  a  franlic  scuffle 
a  machete  knife  Danny,  speedy 
and  contused  throughout,  fumbles  with 
Ihe  fty  on  Larry  s  pants.  ImalJy  able  lo 
grope  lor  his  Inend  s  cock,  now  thai  he  s 
dead  This  is  no  easy  elegy  lor  freedom 
lost,  this  <s  a  brutal  look  at  (he  roots  of 
the  violence  that  killed  the  Sixties  search 
lor  individuality  with  freedom  and 
resulted  in  Ihe  Seventies  compromise  lor 
secunty  without  Fennano  shows  us  a 
Sixlies  kid  today:  Hollingsworth  goes 
back  farther  and  much  deeper  to  explore 
the  origins  ol  contemporary  com- 
placency 

What  is  upsetting  about  all  this  is  the 
severe  repression  ol  sexual  desire  which 
Hollingsworth  depicts  and  the  tacile  con- 
nection between  homosexuality  and  vio- 
lence that  could  be  mistakenly  cons- 
trued Larry  and  Danny's  relationship  is 
riddled  with  a  sexual  desire  that  neither 
can  lace  Danny  s  discovery  of  a  dildo 
early  in  the  play  results  in  elaborately 
sexual  talk  and  gestures  thai  only  suc- 
ceed in  turning  him  on:  his  talk  quickly 
becomes  violent  When  Harry  appears, 
wrth  his  Kirk  Douglas  smile,  macho  atti- 
tude and    Hello  Darlings''  a  la  Mariene 
Dietrich.  Danny  simply  has  no  basis  lor 
understanding  or  communication  what 
is  this?  Larry  can  at  least  call  Harry  a 
lag  Bui  he  s  a  lag  who  not  only  holds 
physical  control  over  this  situation,  but 
who  exercises  imaginative  control  as 
well  Tils  particular  lag  sees  himself  as 
Ihe  mosl  powerful  man  on  earth,  which 
allows  him  to  retort  to  Larry     We're  all 
fags "  His  hyperbole  suggests  the  di- 
mensions of  his  genera)  delusion  which 
makes  him  3  singularly  unappealing 
(hough  interesting  character  But  in  this 
situation,  at  least,  he  is  correct.  Larry 
and  Danny  need  lo  get  it  on,  but  their 
fear  ot  relating  lo  each  other  sexually  is 
Slronger  lhan  their  desire.  Harry  — 
exaggerated,  cruel,  arrogant,  loud, 
sexist.  Amencan,  domineering  —  is  all 
the  things  lhal  Larry  and  Danny  are  nol; 
but  he  is  also  the  very  things  they  want 
lo  be  Unable  lo  lace  themselves  in   Ihe 
giant"  —  and  Ihe  sexual  freedom  or 
release  he  represents  —  they  do  Ihe 
obvious   they  kill  him 

The  homosexual  theme  in  Strawberry 
Fields  is  only  one  —  but  a  ma|or  one. 


Hollngsworth  s  far  too  complex  a  play- 
wnghi  to  create  as  simplistic  a  play  as 
this  outline  describes  he  interweaves  his 
[hemes  just  as  he  blurs  theatncal  styles, 
mixing  music  and  dialogue,  activity  and 
stillness  into  a  mesmenzmg  personal 
vision  He  doesn  1  suggest  reasons  tor 
Danny  and  Larry  s  homophobia,  probably 
because  he  realizes  they  re  unneces- 
sary m  our  gene  rail  y  homophobic 
society,  and  because  hes  working  win  a 
theatrical  lorm  thai  precludes  recog- 
nizable psychological  motivation  He 
does  present  il.  however,  and  m  so  doing 
emphatically  relates  homosexuality  lo 
murder,  mutilation  and  spmlual  despair 
Surely  i'  the  reasons  'or  homophobia  are 
to  be  exorcised  and  sexual  repres- 
sion overcome  in  lhis  society,  homo- 
sexuality must  be  removed  from  the 
context  of  destruction  and  decay  Hope- 
luiiy  Hollingsworth  will  soon  examine  Ihe 
causes  of  repression  as  effectively  as  he 
dissects  its  violent  results 

by  Robert  WallaceG 


Television 


The  New  Season: 

Alice 

Barney  Miller 

The  Nancy  Walker  Show 

The  Family 

Television  s  premier  week  opened  with 
lour  shows  that  depicted  gay  male 
characters  —  something  ol  a  bumper 
crop  in  Ihe  homosexual  tight  lor  public 
acknowledgement.  (Lesbians  werenl 
represented,  and  for  lhis  they  may  want 
lo  thank  their  lucky  stars  )  Now  thai  we 
have  achieved  3  measure  of  media 
recognition,  the  question  becomes,  do 
we  want  II? 

Of  the  lour  shows,  three  were  situ- 

ion  comedy  ( "Alice",    Barney  Miller", 
and  "The  Nancy  Walker  Show"),  one 
wssdramalic  ("The  Family  ")  There's 
Simply  no  poml  in  heavy  political  analysis 
of  this  type  of  television  since  Ihere  are 
no  heavy  political  reiums.  But  where  net- 
work television  doesn't  create  irends,  il 
reflects  them,  and  the  new  Irend  in  gay 
exposure  deserves  comment 

Take  the  sit-coms  firsl    Alice"  has  ils 
main  character,  a  waitress  and  widowed 
mother,  falling  tor  a  former  football  player 
only  lo  discover  he's  gay  (Gay'You 
don  t  mean  you  re  feeling  very  cheer- 
ful, do  you?") 

'  Barney  Miller"  is  a  police  chief  who 
finds  himself  being  quarantined  in  the 
slation  house  with  his  fellow  officers,  a 
prostitute,  and  two  middteaged  male 
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lovers  A  lot  01  mileage  is  gotten  out  ol 
the  homophobia  surrounding  ihe  cash- 
mere- s we alered  pair 

The  Nancy  Walker  Show   has 
Rhoda's  mother  as  a  Hollywood  agent 
with  3  male  secretary  whos  too  much  lot 
words,  in  lad,  he  insists  on  spelling  out 
his  words  and  confesses  lo  Nancy  s  hus- 
band that  hesg-a-y 

Nancy'  and    Barney'  present  gay 
archetypes  lhal  are  especially  unsettling 
These  are  standard,  vaudeville  laggots. 
lisping  and  swishing  On  both  shows  Ihe 
gays  are  older  men.  fops  given  lo  tailing 
all  over  young,  vinle  (read   straight)  men 
We  all  know  queens  like  this  who  bur- 
lesque Ihe  straight  image  ol  us,  and 
that's  Ok  and  even  entertarnmg  amongst 
ourselves  Pul  Ihem  in  Iront  of  30  million 
viewers,  with  no  other  purpose  lhan  to 
titillate,  and  it's  downnght  offensive  The 
laughs  aren'l  on  siraight  society  s  bigoiry 
but  on  a  facet  of  our  lifestyle,  a  certain 
Style  Ol  dressing  and  talking   (By  the 
way,  according  fo  lelevision.  we  re  all  still 
saying.  "It's  the  pits",  every  other 
sentence  ) 

The  football  star  on   Alice    is  a 
different  and  relatively  new  stereotype 
Actually,   All  In  The  Family    presented 
the  device  ol  jock-as-taggot  over  3  years 
ago  On  that  landmark  show  ihe  loot- 
ball  player  revealed  that  he  was  one  ol 
the  boys  while  hand  wrestling  Archie 
Bunker  Why  are  they  always  football 
players  inslead  ol,  say,  tennis  pros?  With 
Ihe  jock  character,  here's  the  twlsi  Ever 
since  television  let  ils  morals  down 
(lamily  hour  notwithstanding),  the  name 
of  the  game  has  been  shock  appeal 
Using  a  liberal  guise  ol  humoring  straight 
prejudice,  t.v  began  amusing  audien- 
ces with  All -American  he-men  exposed 
as  pansies  Ol  course,  this  is  an 
improvemenl  over  the  gay-as-hairdresser 
bul  the  comic  premise  remains  the 
same  homosexuals  get  big  laughs.  Not 
for  being  lunny.  lor  being  homosexual 

There  weren  t  any  laughs  intended  on 
"The  Family",  a  show  thai  reminded  me 
ol  a  dramatic  version  ol  'Father  Knows 
Besl"   Here's  the  slory.  Pop  is  a  lawyer 
in  suburban  California  A  cross  between 
Marcus  Welby  and  Henry  Fonda.  Mom  is 
that  compassionate,  warm  big  mama  we 
all  wish  we  had  for  a  mother  Their  kids 
aren'l  such  a  sterling  bunch  Daughter 
number  one  lives  al  home  while  she  and 
her  husband  are  divorcing   19  year-old 
Willey  is  in  college  but  also  lives  at 
home  The  youngest  daughter,  a  14  year- 
Old  tomboy,  is  one  of  television's  more 
believable  child  actors. 

Into  ihe  picture  comes  Willey's  besl 
friend  Zeke.  home  Irom  college  in  San 
Francisco.  No  sooner  is  he  back  lhan  he 
gels  busied  for  hilling  a  cop  during  a  gay 
bar  raid  The  plol  revolves  around 
Willey  s  rejection  ol  his  best  friend  while 
Mom  and  Dad  welcome  Zeke  to  their 
bosoms  Some  best  mend. 

The  story  seemed  peculiarly  dated 
Zeke  isn't  ihe  happiest  soul  and  keeps 
referring  lo  his  "problem"  This  is  a  man 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco,  hangs  out  in 
gay  bars,  and  hits  cops?  I  expected  a 
little  more  arrogance  from  Zeke. 
However,  he  does  get  off  3  few  snide 
remarks  accusing  Willey  of  rejecting  him 
because  Willey  can'i  face  up  to  his  own 
latent  homosexuality   And  here  comes 
the  climax,  so  to  speak 

As  Zeke  heads  back  to  college, 
Willey  s  father  confronts  Willey  for  his 
cruel  behavior  dunng  one  of  those 
cloying  man-lo-man  talks.  Willey  admits 
thai  he  has  doubts  about  himself  and 
Pop  says  so  whal,  all  boys  do.  But,  in  a 
surpnsing  twisl.  Willey  s  father  tells  him 
thai  he's  just  using  his  doubls  to  excuse 
acting  abominably  lo  Zeke.  The  real 
reason  lor  Willey's  behavior  is  lhal  he 
(eels  rejected  because  Zeke  never 
shared  his  gayness  before.  I'll  buy  thai 
(but  I'll  also  buy  the   having  doubls   bin 

Still,  the  show  managed  10  avoid  the 
usual  cheap,  pseudo-psychological  way 
out  and  even  managed  lo  debunk  it. 
"The  Family    scores  points  for  intelli- 
gence. Be  nice  it  il  started  a  Irend.  But 
don'l  hold  your  breath,  not  when  one 
network  is  introducing  a  show  about  a 
gay  hairdresser  whose  partner  is 
straight  Hows  that  for  a  twist1 

If  a  trend  toward  honesl  depiction  ol 


gay  people  >sn  t  m  the  near  future,  we 
gel  back  to  the  question  of  gay  exposure 
on  television  Do  we  want  ip  I  think  so  It 
boils  down  lo  this   the  pnce  we  pay  for  a 
little  elbow  room  on  Ihe  lube  is  a  lol  of 
limp-wristed  jokes  At  ihs  point,  ihe 
jokes  can  1  hurt  lhal  much  and,  by  sheer 
mathematical  odds,  a  show  will  occasi- 
onally happen  thai  portrays  homosexual- 
ity sympat helically  and.  who  knows,  as  a 
heailhy  allemative 

Besides,  (hose  stereotype  queens  on 
all  those  Norman  Lear  shows  undoubted- 
ly paved  the  way  for  Howard  and  Ed.  ihe 
gay  couple  on  last  season's  "Mary 
Hartman.  Mary  Hartman     As  every  Mary 
fan  knows,  Howard  and  Ed's  engage- 
ment 10  be  mamed  was  Ihe  only  happy 
ending  on  the  show.  Rumor  even  has  it 
thai  this  season's    Mary  Hartman"  will 
have  a  lesbian  on  it   So  skip  ihe  sit- 
coms, bul  slay  tuned. 

by  Bill  Barbanes     : 


Dance 


Les  Intermittences 
du  coeur: 

Pas  de  deux 

Ballet  de  Marseille 
Roland  Petit 

Contjary  lo  Ihe  silly  remarks  of  Ihe 
Globe  and  Mall's  dance  cntic:  ihe  male 
pas  de  deux  from  Roland  Peril's  "Les 
miermitlences  du  coeur"  is  nol  only  inter- 
esting bul  often  quile  beaulitul  In  fad, 
it's  one  ot  the  few  shining  moments  in 
Ihe  repertoire  of  the  Ballet  de  Marseille 
which,  wilh  Karen  Kain  as  its  chief 
drawing  card,  was  touring  Canada  in 
September 

Part  of  a  larger  work  based  on  -  are 
you  ready  -  Proust's  Remembrance  ot 
Things  Past,  the  pas  ae  deux  rep- 
resents one  of  "those"  encouniers 
Proust  describes  so  avidly  in  the  "Cities 
of  the  Plain"  volume;  bul  one's  appreci- 
alion  of  il  doesn't  depend  on  Proust  It's 
nol  choreographically  spectacular  — 
mercifully  Ihere  are  lew  displays  ol 
athletic  bravura  in  Peril's  ballets  —  but  it 
has  a  nice,  ambivalent  reeling  to  it 
Unlike  Penis  choreographic  depiction  ol 
straight  love  affairs,  Ihe  relationship 
between  the  two  men  is  nol  unremittingly 
mean  or  violent,  although  there  are  some 
nasty  movements  including  a  couple  ot 
sharp  kicks  to  Ihe  croich  Bul  it  also  con- 
tains some  of  the  most  lender  momenfs 
of  any  pas  de  deux  I've  ever  seen  The 
final  pose,  tor  example,  had  Jean-Marc 
Torres  supine,  his  head  resting  on  the 
back  of  Christopher  Aponle's  out- 
stretched call  while  he,  pnesl-like.  lifted 
his  hands  lo  receive  Aponle's  head  as 
Ihe  latter  benl  backwards  lowards  him. 

The  reason  the  duet  odesn'i  make 
more  of  an  impact  is  entirely  due  lo 
Peril's  lin  ear  The  music  (Gabriel 
Faure's  Elegie,  op  24)  and  Ihe 
movement  lead  separate  lives,  hearing 
and  seeing  were  different  experiences. 
Pelrl  doesn't  exploit  a  musical  phrase 
except  in  an  obvious  way;  he  doesn't 
seem  to  understand  the  importance  of 
silence,  or  rests,  or  of  Ihe  dramalic  Inter- 
play of  themes  in  creating  tension  in  a 
piece  of  music.  As  a  result,  Les 
intermittences  has  no  rise  and  fall,  only 
a  beginning  and  an  end  So  no  matter 
how  handsome  Aponle  and  Torres  are 
together,  no  mailer  how  tender  the 
rapport  or  sensuous  the  physical  mier- 
twinings  (as  a  ball  el- teacher  friend  said. 
Petit  is  a  pasl-master  at  finding  intriguing 
ways  for  bodies  lo  come  logelher),  the 
final  effect  of  Ihe  pas  de  deux  is  one  ol 
blandness. 

In  this  instance,  missing  by  Ihe  lew 
inches  he  has  from  creating  a  realty 
exciting  male  pas  de  deux  is  missing  by 
more  than  a  mile  The  disappointmenl 
was  keen. 

by  Graham  JacksonD 

•Lawrence  Oloote  in  his  review  called  rf 
"yet  another  fag  pas  de  Get/*",  Ml  of 
"Happing  wrists "  and  "fey  solo  work". 
This  wit-:  part  ol  a  larger  and  very  ill- 
tempered  review  ol  the  company  5  en'ire 
performance  Ed  note 
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■  What's  going  on? 


The  Ivory  Tunnel 


A  questionnaire 


Small  press  books 

The  year  is  1980  A  group  of  gay  men 
pool  then  resources  and  buy  a  small 
apartment  building  with  Ihe  aim  o(  eslab' 
lishwtg  an  all-gay  community  Ihere.  They 
advertise  their  apart  men  is  lor  rent  to 
gays  and  Iheir  children  onfy.  For  Ihis,  Ihe 
men  are  arrested,  fined,  and  told  it  is 
illegal  to  run  such  a  building.  Ihey  must 
rem  10  straights  No  all-gay  housing  is 
permitted  The  "human  rights"  legislation 
that  allows  the  courts  to  convict  them 
was  sponsored  only  a  year  before,  by 
Ihe  local  gay  group 

Such  occurrences  may  well  be  the 
chief  outcome  of  the  passing  o(  laws 
compelling  people  noi  to  "discriminate" 
on  the  grounds  o'  sexuality  Such  laws 
will  be  impossible  to  apply  across  the 
board  against  every  anli-gay  individual  or 
group  on  the  continent;  they  can  be 
much  more  easily  enforced  againsl  gay 
women  and  against  gay  men  when  they 
wish  to  live  or  work  with  other  gays. 

Is  the  best  way  of  defeating  ihe  bigots 
who  refuse  lo  hire  or  rent  to  gays  to 
hand  the  government  (whose  record 
hardly  inspires  confidence)  lota)  power 
over  people's  associations?  I  wonder  it 
the  sense  ol  security  such  legislation 
might  bring  gays  might  be  both  false  and 
dangerous  An  alternative  to  this  sort  of 
reformism  would  be  the  mobilization  ol 
gay  people  themselves,  independent  of 
the  power  structure,  to  negotiate,  picket, 
boycott,  and  so  on  This  is  admittedly 
difficult  to  do  when  jobs  and  homes  are 
ai  stake,  but  perhaps  Is  a  more  solid 
prospect  In  the  long  run.  It  is  a  question 
seldom  talked  about  in  the  gay  literature, 
but  one  recent  pamphlet  expresses  a 
strong  view:  Ralph  Raico's  Gay  Rights: 
A  Libertarian  Approach. 

Raico  emphalically  prefers  ihe  self- 
help  to  the  paternalistic  approach,  and 
joins  other  libertarians  in  supporting  total 
repeal  ol  all  the  vanous  anli-gay    laws, 
including  government  "da  la -collecting", 
loitering  by-laws,  licencing  conditions  and 
child  adoption  provisos.  He  also  calls  lor 
Ihe  "release  ol  all  individuals  presently 
delained  or  imprisoned  for  any  victimless 


The  booklet  gives  a  brief  history  ol  the 
persecution  ol  gays  by  church  and  stale, 
and  suggests  some  of  the  psychological 
reasons  for  Ihis  in  Ihe  authohtarian 
mentality;  he  summanzes  the  altitudes  to 
gay  nghls  of  vanous  political  movements, 
(rom  liberal  and  conservative  lo  Marxist, 
finding  them  all  distinctly  wanting;  and 
concludes  by  putting  lorward  his  own 
libertanan  view,  which  involves  a  radical 
rejection  ol  government  intervention  in 
people's  lives  Gay  Rights:  A  Liber- 
tarian Approach  is  a  clear  and  concise 
document,  and  Ihe  more  impressive  lor 
having  been  published  by  the  U.S.  Liber- 
tarian Party  as  a  more-or-less  official 
slatement  of  its  position. 

My  only  reservations  about  the  booklet 
are  that  on  the  important  question  of  age- 
ol-conseni  laws,  it  is  not  as  radical  as 
the  party's  own  platform,  and  that  I 
would  have  liked  to  see  something  aboul 
the  economic  reasons  for  gay  repression 
and  sexual  repression  in  general.  But 
Ralph  Raico  has  written  one  ol  the  better 
gay  pamphlets  available  and  I  hope  the 
Libertarian  Party  is  able  lo  give  it  the  dis- 
tribution it  deserves.  Copies  are  25c 
(less  in  quantity)  from  McBnde  for 
President  Committee,  1516  P  St    NW 
Washington,  DC  20005. 

Louis  Crews    Hymn  lo  the  Gay 
Brotherhood    in  his  book  of  poems  Surt- 

i.  scans  the  suppressed  history  of 
gay  men. 


Unfortunately,  in  too  much  ol  this 
book,  Ihe  words  get  in  the  way  of  the 
experience,  clouding  rather  than  convey- 
ing it  "Pauline  Revere ',  tor  example, 
written  as  a  son  ol  gospel  song  with  the 
refrain,  "The  sissies  are  coming  ", 
attempts  the  kind  of  exclamatory  spon- 
taneity thai  the  poems  in  Jimmy 
Centoia  s  The  Divas  of  Sheridan 
Square  create  so  well  But  Crew's 
piece  seems  stilted  and  Rat  by  contrast. 
'"  a  number  of  other  poems,  il  is  hard  to 
guess  exactly  what  is  going  on.  l-wish 
there  were  more  pieces  here  with  the 
straightforward  clarity  of  "Sphng  Lone- 
■iness"' 
Tired  of  my  work,  I  walked  in  narrow 

This  afternoon  to  watch  March  make 

its  way 
In  England.  Fields  were  smothered 

more  with  grey 
Than  green.  A  jogger  sloshed  through 

the  mud  drains 
Of  recent  snow.  Unseen  birds  piped 

quaint  strains 
Of  busyness  from  every  hedge.  Stray 
Small  flowers  bristled  in  the  cold. 
Delay 


At  twilight  I  entered  a  small  church, 

vasl 
With  dark  comers  and  prayers  on  short 

cold  breath. 
I  thought  I  heard  the  eene  sound  of 

death 
In  creaking  pews  and  pal  ol  leet  thai 

passed 
The  noise,  Ihe  room,  Ihe  day 

appropriate 
For  one  like  me,  who  misses  you  a  bit. 
Sunspots  is  published  by  Lotus  Press 
PO  Box  601,  College  Park  Station, 
Detroit,  Ml  48221   At  $3,50  it  seems 
rather  overpriced  lor  a  modestly  - 
produced  chapbook. 


Ms  hard  lo  find  out  what  s  going  on  between  gay  people  How  do  gay  people  think  about 
themselves  and  others?  What  kind  of  gay  people  are  attracted  to  each  other?  Whal  are 
the  costs  and  advantages  of  coming  out?  These  are  some  of  the  questions  that  gay 
people  are  constantly  asking  about  themselves 
|  A  questionnaire  may  no!  be  able  lo  give  any  firm  answers  to  these  kinds  ol  questions 
And  certainly,  the  data  gathered  from  this  kind  of  questionnaire  cannol  be  taken  as  a 
prescription  that  says  one  kind  ol  action  is  better  lhan  another  kind  However,  ihe  data 

■  gathered  by  questionnaires  can  often  provide  us  with  relevant  information,  and  il  can 

■  sometimes  help  us  lo  look  al  old  questions  In  new  ways 

I  am  hoping  for  responses  Irom  all  kinds  of  gay  people  People  who  are  in  the  ctosei; 
people  who  are  living  at  home;  people  who  are  living  with  lovers,  people  who  are  bisexual 
as  well  as  gay.  And.  of  course,  I'm  hoping  lor  replies  from  bolh  men  and  women 

■  When  you  fill  out  the  items  on  this  questionnaire,  please  remember  the  following  points 

■  a}  II  is  your  opinion  I  need,  so  don't  discuss  the  items  with  other  people  until  after  you've 
|  finished  answenng  them. 

b)  Your  first  thoughts  are  better  than  your  second  thoughts,  so  fry  to  work  quickly 

choose  (he  person  who  rs  ctosesf  to  you     This  person  should  not  be  a  member  of 
your  parents  family  (I.e.  NOT  your  brother,  sister,  mother,  father) 
Please  fill  in  the  following  (information  about  this  person); 

How  long  have  you  known  this  person? _ 


_  Does  he/she  live  with  you?  yes  li- 


lt yes.  lor  how  long?  -. 


Annual  Income 


Education  (highest  year]  _ 


Describe  the  persons  relation  to  you:     Inond     (over    spouse     etc.  _ 
)  this  person  are  you? 


And  we  defined  ihe  new  man. 

Drew  his  finger  touching  God's  in  Ihe 
Sistine  Chapel. 

Entertained  royalty  and  commonality 
on  ihe  banks  of  Ihe 
Thames  with  tales  of  transvestism, 
ol  luscious  lads  as  maidens  lair 
and  maintained  the  straight  illusion 
while  ai  home  we  poured  out  our 
heart  lo  a  refecting  tease,  or 


Robert  Stewarts  Leather  Boy,  Leather 

Man  IS3.75  from  Denim  Publications,  PO 
Box  31445,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131)  is 
described  frankly  by  its  publishers  as 
"pornography,  with  no  literary  pre- 
tensions .  Bui  not  al  all  the  lake  that 
you  stupid  punk  type  of  S/M  material 
usually  available ."  They  descnbe  the 
story  as  "sensitive  and  realistic".  In  fact, 
I  found  very  little  to  distingulsh.il  from 
marry  other  S/M  porno  books  published 
by  commercial  pulp  houses  The  charac- 
ters are  all  one-dimensional  butch  cow- 
boy types  who  stand  around  Ihe  ranch- 
house  quaffing  back  beers  and  saying 
I  m  homier  than  a  sonovabitch!"  I 
suppose  this  alone  is  enough  to  arouse 
some  folks,  bui  I  am  not  one  ol  them 

Pornography  is  for  the  most  pan 
mechanical  descnption,  an  approach  that 
is  rarely  capable  ol  conveying  the  crucial 
mental  aspects  of  S/M,  such  as  Ihe 
overcoming  of  lension  and  inner  conflict. 
For  this,  some  subtlety  is  required,  and 
few  nomographers  have  the  style  or 
insight  of  a  John  Glassco.  With  no 
psychological  base  to  build  (rom,  (heir 
narratives  have  nowhere  to  go  but  away 
from  true  S/M  and  into  a  banality  which 
becomes  both  tedious  and  repellent  Like 
most  attempts,  Leather  Boy.  Leather 
Man  fails  lo  bring  out  the  mesmenc  and 
ritualistic  qualities  in  S/M,  and  so  lends 
lo  aliemaie  between  the  vulgar  and  Ihe 
ludicrous  The  best  things  aboul  the 
book  are  the  drawings  by  Tom  Clave 


■e  fifth  time  you'd  me  I? 


-3-neveroraImosinevertnje  *3  =alwaysor  almost  alwaystrue 

-2  =  mostly  not  true  +2  -  mostly  true 

-1  =  more  nol  true  than  true  +  1  =  more  true  than  not  true 

0  -  hall  true,  hall  leise 
Using  the  above  scale  as  a  guide  to  whal  the  numbers  mean,  drde  Ihe  number  below  which  best 
reflect!  how  well  each  Hem  on  Ihe  list  describes  both  you  and  the  person  closest  lo  you 

descnbe  yourself 

-3-2-10*1+2*3     ,    happy 

-3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3  self-reliant 


-3-2-1  0  * 


+  2+3 


defends  own  belie 

cheerful 

independent 


.   -3-2-1 

3                                 strong  person 
3                                            loyal 

iflty 

-3-2-1 

3                                     loroetui                                  tot 

-3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3. 


sympathetic 

has  leadership  abilities 

sengiuve  to  the  needs  of  others 

willing  to  take  nsks 
understanding 


dominant 
soft-spoken 

masculine 


-3-2-1  0  + 
-3-2-1  0  + 

-3-2-1  0  + 


+  2+3 
+2+3 


the  person  closest  to  you 

10  + 
1  0  + 
1  0  + 
10  + 

+2+3 
+2+3 

•3  2 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

+  2+3 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

+  2+3 

1  0  + 
1  0  + 

+2+3 
+2+3 

-3-2 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

+  2+3 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

+  2+3 

+  2+3 
+2+3 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

-3-2 

I  0  + 

+2+3 

-3-2 

1  0  + 

+  2+3 

■3-2 

1  0  + 

+2+3 

-3-2 

10  + 

+  2+3 

-3-2 

0  * 

+  2+3 

■3-2 

ft  + 

+2+3 

■3-2 

0  + 

♦2+3 

-3-2 

n  + 

+  2+3 

■8-2- 

0  + 

*2+3 

•3-2- 

0  + 

+2+3 

■3-2- 

0  + 

+2+3 

3-2- 

0  + 

+2+3 

•3-2- 

0  + 

+2+3 

3  2. 

0  + 

+2+3 

■3?- 

0  + 

+2  +  3 

■3-2- 

0  + 

+2+3 

■3  2- 

0  +' 

+2+3 

■3  2 

0  +' 

.2+3 

3  2 

0  «' 

+2+3 

.  -3-2- 

0  +' 

+2+3 

-3-2-1  D  +1 

+  2+3 

•3-2- 

0  +1 

+2+3 

-3-2- 

0+1 

+  2  --3 

+2+3 
-3-2-10  -1  +2  +  3 
-3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3 
-3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3 
-3-2-10  +1+2+3 
-3-2-1  0  +1  +2  +  3 
-3-2-1  0+1+2+3 
-3-2-1  0  +1  -2+3 

+  2+3  „ 


•3-2-1  0  + 
-3-2-t  0  + 


+2.3 
+  2+3 


-3-2-10  +1  +2+3 


»Vl.nY0„"8Dl|      JES: 


inoiviauaiisne  ^.2.,  0  .,  ,.2+3 

OojS'oluaeharshtanguage  -3-210+1+2+3 

oompetitrve  .3.2.1  0  +1  +2+3 

toveschildren  .3.2.i  0+1+2+3 

ambitious  .3.^  0  +  1  tS*3 

....  gentJe  3-2-1  0  +1  .2+3 

doseiolam.iy  .3.2.,  0  ,,  ,2t,3 

emobonallyfaimluitolove'  -3-2-1  rj  .1  +2+3 

enpyscasuaise.  „  j.2.,  0  ,,  ,2,3 

thinkseasualse«isqood  -3-2-1  0  +i  +2+3 

tumeaonbyse.uaimasocn.sm  .3.3.,  n  +  i  ,2  .3 

lumed  on  by  se«uai  sadism  -3-2-1  0  +  1  +2*3 

has  many  homoseiuaitnends  -3-2-t  0  +1  +2+3 

fias  many  heierose»u«i  inenos  -3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3 

goes  lo  gay  dance  pieces  -3-2-1  0  -1  +2+3 

goes  lo  gay  sleambetha  -3-2-1  0  -1 +2 +3 

_  goes  to  gay  bars  -32-1  0  -i  -2+3 

active  in  gay  liberation  3-2-1  0  +1  +2+3 

isoutlofarmiy  .3-2-10-1  -2+3 

Msoultolnend.  3-2.10+1  +2+3 

Body  Politic/ 1  E 


Questionnaire 

PiM.se  Ml  out  the  tonowng  (mlomafon  about  yourself) 

S«  MF««  _  How  tar  do  you  »v»  from  Toronto  C-ty  H*»  - 


LETIER1 


EoucaDon  invest  /Mil: 


He   i-      rfl   -'■:- 


far  ten 


oflht 


(0|  sidusiveiy  heterosexual 

(1)  mamry  heterose)  ial.  bul  insignificantly  f* 

(2J  manly  heterosexual,  I 

131  equally  homosexual  I 

14)  mainly  homosexual,  t 

(5)  mainly  homosexual,  t 

(6)  eadusively  homosexual 
Wme  down  me  number  above  which  Deal  reflects  (he  place  ol  sex  in    your  1Kb.  __ 
Wfflethe  number  which  best  reflects  how  youthink  about  yourself 

Write  the  number  which  best  describe*  ihe  sexual  acbvity  ol  the  person  you  desenbed  as  d 


rt  wgntficanlly  homosexual 
id  heterosexual 
jt  significantly  heterosexual 
jt  insignificantly  heterosexual 


w  you  think  about  the  over-all  orientation  ot  th 


-3  =  neveroralmostn 
-2-  mostly  not  irue 
-1  =  mors  not  true  tha 


n.  circle  the  number  below  wi 


ai  authonly  over  h 


I .2-3  0  * 
1-2-30  *1  »2+3 
1-2-30  H  +  2+3 
1-2-30  4-1  *2+3 


Many  homosexuals  lead  oomtonable  productive  i 
As  head  ol  the  household,  the  lather  should  have  I 

children 
Most  homosexuals  exaggerate  their  troubiBS  m  order  lo  gel  sympathy 
The  relative  amounts  ol  time  and  energy  devoted  to  household  duties  cm 
the  one  hand  and  to  a  carear  on  the  other  should  be  determined 
bv  personal  desires  and  interests  rather  than  by  sex 
Most  homosexuals  are  basically  honest 
Because  of  then  homosexuality,  homosexuals  are  necessanly  unhappy 

y  out  lor  their  own  good. 
The  husband  should  be  regarded  as  the  legal  representative  ol  the 
family  group  in  all  mailers  ot  law 
■1  -2-3  0  +1  +2  +3      Mamed  women  should  siruggje  against  ensiavemeni  by  do  mesne  obli- 
gations. 
-1-2-30  t-1  +  2+3      Many  homosexuals  hold  positions  ot  responsibility  in  business,  govern- 
ment and  the  profess  ions 
•1  -2-3  0  +1*2+3      Homosexual  impulses  con  be  expressed  in  constructive  as  well  as  des- 

The  man  should  wear  the  pants  in  Ihe  (amity 

There  are  many  words  and  phrases  which  are  until  lor  a  woman's  lips 

In  general  the  father  should  have  greater  authority  than  the  mother  in 

the  bringing  up  of  children 
Schools  should  noi  hire  teachers  who  are  homosexuals 
Most  homosexuals  lead  dean,  decent  lives. 
Mosl  homosexual  men  cook  and  behave  like  women. 
The  husband  should  be  favored  by  law  in  the  disposal  ol  family  properly 

-1-2-30  t-1  +  2+3      There  is  hardly  anything  more  revolting  than  seeing  a  woman  dress,  ad 

-1  -2-3  0  + 1 +2  +3      Homosexuals  are  no  more  likely  lo  seduce  young  boys  than  hetero- 
sexual males  are  to  seduce  young  girls 

-1-2-30  +1  +2+3      The  average  homosexual  is  conceited. 

•1-2-3  0  +1+2+3      Mosl  homosexuals  do  not  hesitate  to  go  out  ol  then  way  to  help  some- 
one in  (rouble 

-1-2-3  0+1+2+3      A  vroman  should  be  proud  to  take  her  husband  s  name  at  marriage 

-1-2-30  +1  >-2<3      II  is  infinitely  more  disgusting  to  hear  proianity  tram  the  lips  ol  a  woman 
than  from  a  man 

loolish  to  attempt  lo  equal  men  in 


1-2-3  0  + 

+  2  +  3 

1-2-3  0  + 

+  2+3 

1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

1  -2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

-1-2-3  0  +1  +2+3     Women  should  recognize  thai  it 
business  and  Ihe  professions 

-1  -2-3  0+1+2+3      A  mamed  woman  had  an  equal  right 
Ihe  home 

-1-2-30  +1  +2+3      Training  for  cultural  and  political  leadership  should 


husband  to  work  outside 


1-2-3  0  +1+2*3 
1-2-30+1+2+3 
1-2-30  +1+2+3 


Homosexuality  <s i 
Homosexual  beha1 
II  is  all  nght  lor  h< 

gogues 
Men  are  generally 
Under  modem 


hellish  file 


-i  in  linanoal  mailers 


n  household  t; 


-1-2-30  +t  +2+3      I  wouWprefernotlohaveahomosexualworkin 

-1  -2-3  0+1+2+3     II  women  must  have  a  college  education,  the 

general  cultural  course  and  stay  out  ol  Ihe 

-1-2-3  0  +1  +2+3      Homosexuals  are  generally  more  emolional  a 
other  people 


-1-2-3  0  + 

+  2+3 

A  woman  on  Ihe  average  needs  male  protection  and  guidance 

-1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

Homosexuality  can  be  found  in  people  ot  superior  intellectual  develop- 

-1-2-3 0  + 

+2+3 

ing  majority  of  homosexuals  are  recognizable  on  sight 

-1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

violence,  aggression,  or  crimes 

-1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

Women  should  give  up  their  false  idea  of  inteiieduai  equality  with  men 

-1-2-3  0  + 

+2+3 

The  ideal  mamage  is  one  in  which  Ihe  husbano  and  wife  share  eguaJty  in 
housework  and  outside  work 

-1-2-3  0  + 

+  2+3 

Homosexuality  could  have  played  a  pari  in  the  downfall  ol  Greece  and 

-1-2-3  0  * 

♦2+3 

Homosexuals  are  neither  belief  nor  worse  citizens  than  other  people 

-1-2-3  0  ♦ 

+2+3 

An  employer  Is  asking  for  trouble  if  he  gives  a  job  to  a  homosexual 

Please  send  all  returns  to: 

John  McConnell 

c/o  The  Body  Politic 

Box  7289,  Station  A 

Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1X9 

CANADA 


JContnjed  from  page  2 
that   II  should  be  noied  mat  no  one 
wanted  lo  speak  -  Natalie  wanted 
Gillean  to  speak  to  the  plenary  and 
Giiiean  wanted  Natalie  to  speak  and  both 
ol  mem  said  to  me,  well,  you  were  here 
when  it  happened,  so  you  speak 
Consequently,  tt  was  'the  blind  leading 
the  blind'  and  it  is  unfair  to  say  lhat 
anyone  person  led  Ihe  affair 

After  recognizing  lhat  Nalalie  had  |usl 
made  an  ineffective  speech  to  Ihe 
motion,  due  to  its  rambling  nature,  when 
ii  was  lirsl  proposed  by  Gary  Kinsman,  I 
was  determined  thai  someone  who  is 
known  no!  lo  be  part  ot  any  left  group 
should  also  speak.  Summoning  my 
courage  and  overcoming  my  nervous- 
ness I  remember  saying,  very  calmly  but 
pefhaps  too  quietly,  lhai  I  didn't 
understand  me  opposition  and  it  should 
be  supported  Up  to  this  point.  I  had  fully 
intended  lo  be  only  an  observer  at  the 
conference.   As  a  legitimate  voting  dele- 
gate, I  was  no  longer  in  a  mood  to 
simply  observe  when  the  motion  was 
voted  down.  At  thai  time.  I  would  have 
gone  lo  me  mike  mysell  to  explain  mat 
there  hadn'l  been  sufficient  discussion, 
but  tor  two  reasons  lack  of  strength  lo 
stand  on  my  own  and  articulate  my 
anger  and  political  frustration  in  an  effec- 
tive manner  as  I  am  noi  in  me  habit  ol 
putting  words  together  in  a  public  ionjm, 
particularly  under  tense  circumstances. 
perhaps.  I  should  have  quietly  sal  in  my 
seal  a  little  longer  to  listen  to  Robin 
MetcaJle's  compromise  resolution  on 
solidarity  with  lesbian  autonomy  -  but  I 
didn't. 

Events  are  not  so  hazy  in  my  mind  to 
make  me  forget  who  actually  initialed  me 
interruption  at  me  microphone  as  I  had 
personally  insisted  that  we  must  go  back 
lo  show  thai  mere  was  more  than  one 
voice  from  autonomous  lesbians  in 
favour  ot  the  motion. 

Second  error:  not  only  did  you  attribute 
the  disruption  to  Natalie  alone,  but  you 
did,  indeed,  transfer  the  actual  words 
and  action  of  Gillean  Chase  lo  thai  of 
Natalie    I  quote:  Chairperson  Denis 
LeBlanc  interrupted  her  to  read  the 
second  resolution...  Thereupon,  RMG 
Gays  moved  that  debate  on  the  second 
resolution  be  reopened.'  II  was  Gillean 
whom  Denis  was  interrupting,  noi  Natalie 
as  reported.  Under  the  circumstances 
the  second  part  of  the  above  quote  is 
just  a  little  odd  when  I  remembef  a  short 
exchange  between  Natalie  and  I  -  she 
had  asked  if  she  should  identify  hersell 
as  RMG  and  I  had  said  no,  meaning  mat 
we  are  united  in  our  commonality  as 
lesbians  only.   Therefore,  it  is  inaccurate 
lo  say  mat  RMG  Gays'  reopened  the 
motion.  I  would  hope  that  mis  distortion 
is  not  deliberate.  . 

My  last  point  concerning  me  interrup- 
tion at  the  microphone  has  to  do  with  me 
conclusion  of  the  news  report.  I  do  agree 
with:  The  conference  could  not  come  to 
grips  with  this  [lesbian]  question  because 
it  is  not  yet  being  asked  between  gay 
men  on  one  side  and  lesbians  on  me 
other,  rather  it  is  presently  a  question 
among  lesbians  themselves.'  However, 
can  mis  be  interpreted  to  also  mean  mat 
until  lesbians  get  their  shit  together' 
mere  can  be  no  common  ground  on 
which  to  express  solidarity,  mat  gay  men 
realty  are  not  interested  in  talking  about 
the  question  of  lesbianism  until  they  are 
given  a  dear  direction  from  lesbians 
themselves?  If  this  is  really  me  case. 
then  they  shouldn't  hold  their  breath... 
Pat  Leslie 
Tne  Other  Woman 
Toronto 


nave  so  ink)  space,  we 
have  printed  only  a  little  mom  than  a 
quarter  □!  your  letter  and,  instead  ol 
editing  all  parts  o'  <1  equally,  we  deeded 
to  phnt  almost  in  lu"  the  pan  dealing  with 
our  news  coverage  ot  Ihe  Fourth  Annual 
Gay  Conference 

We  did  noi  use  the  word  'manipulate 
m  our  story  and  we  do  not  believe  mat 
'lead',  which  we  did  use,  has  the  same 
meaning 

We  are  sorry  mat  we  attnbuled  Gillean 
Chases  actions  to  Natalie  La  Roche  We 
knew  we  were  reporting  on  a  contusing 
sequence  of  events  and  should  have 
double- checked  Our  account  of  ihe 
motion  to  reopen  debate,  however.  Is  not 
distorted  The  women  at  the  microphone 
demanded  and  spoke  (or  me  motion  to 
reopen,  but  we  recall  and  me  minutes 
Show  thai  Ihe  motion  tram  me  floor  was 
made  by  Gary  Kinsman  for  RMG  Gays. 

On  your  last  point,  no  one  can  be 
expected  to  arrive  at  a  correct 
understanding  of  lesbian  oppression  m  a 
vacuum :  understanding  and  solidarity 
arise  horn  interaction 
The  Collective 

Conference  coverage 
unfair 

We,  Ihe  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  the 
Revolutionary  Marxist  Group,  feel  it  is 
necessary  lo  reply  lo  the  editorial  and 
unsigned  article  in  the  last  issue  ot  The 
Body  Politic  concerning  the  Fourth 
Annual  Gay  Conference 

Some  of  the  important  factual  errors 
made  are  (he  following 
t  The  editorial  states  mat  the  RMG 
introduced  a  motion  to  me  effect  ot 
changing  voting  procedure.  In  fact,  me 
RMG  did  not  move  this  motion,  although 
we  did  suggest  mat  more  democratic 
procedures  for  the  conference  should  be 
considered 

2.  The  coverage  ol  Gillian  Chase's 
important  contributions  to  me  discussion 
was  distorted  and  did  not  even  contain 
some  of  the  main  elements  ol  her 
presentation. 

3.  The  sequence  of  events  after  me 
defeat  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Gary 
Kinsman  of  me  RMG  is  completely 
distorted.  Natalie  La  Roche  did  not  "dash 
from  the  hall"  after  the  defeat  of  the 
motion;  in  fact,  she  seconded  the  Halifax 
GAE  resolution  because  me  RMG  felt  it 
had  to  be  a  positive,  if  inadequate 
motion.  Natalie  did  not  "evidently  lead" 
me  move  of  me  ten  or  so  women  who 
went  to  me  front  of  the  room  to  request 
mat  me  first  motion  be  reconsidered.  The 
action  of  the  women  was  dearly 
spontaneous  and  was  not  an  RMG  led 
acnon.  To  not  mention  me  partici- 
pation of  women  from  Other  Woman 
and  other  independent  women  distorted 
what  actually  occurred. 

The  RMG,  induding  RMG  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  is  willing  to  sell-cnticize  and 
try  to  learn  from  our  errors.  And  we 
agree  mat  we  did  make  tactical  errors 
during  me  conference,  but  we  are  not 
willing  to  accept  unjustified  attacks. 

The  RMG  has  consistently  supported 
the  gay  and  lesbian  struggles  against 
oppression.  Unlike  any  other  nation-wide 
lefl  organization,  wa  believe  that  homo- 
sexuality is  a  natural  oomponent  of 
human  sexuality,  and  not  just  a  civil 
rights  issue.  But  we  do  support  the 
struggle  for  civil  rights! 

The  problems  at  me  conference  were 
not  me  fault  of  me  RMG  alone,  and  to 
make  it  appear  so  is  a  disservice  to  our 
gay  movement. 
RMG  Lesbians  and  Gays 
Toronto 
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We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  rales  are:  1 0e  per  word  (or  individuals  and 
30*  per  word  for  businesses  and  commercial  enterprises 
There  is  a  $2.00  minimum  charge  for  personals,  and  a 
$6  00  minimum  for  businesses. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  use  your  own  address,  ask  us  to 
assiqn  you  a  drawer  number  We  will  forward  replies  to 
you  once  a  week  We  charge  $1  per  ad  per  issue  for  this 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad.  Deadline 

tor  classifieds  for  next  issue  (#29)  is  Nov  11th.  and  for 
issue  #30.  the  deadline  is  January  12th. 


I'M  LOOKING  Icy  a  man  m  my  age 
groi4>.  3S 10  45  We  can  >■  be  attrac- 
tive prrysicaliy  and  our  marunly  o'  out 


between  us  Do  you  agree'  II  you  do. 
ana  an  inieresled  m  intellectual  and 
cultural  pu-su'is  as  *«n  as  a  physical 


WHITE  MALE  Leo  straight  looking 
early  40  s  finally  coming  out  and  en- 
joy ing  fl.  Very  lonely  and  looking  loi 
similar  aged  male  interested  in  • 
mature  permanent  leiflWmsht).  Have 


NEWSLETTER  downed  as  meeting- 
ple<»fw*rrtenar0pubiusnera  Three 
issues,   S2  00  melme.   Cooafl   On- 

la-o   Pqj   i  i:  ■"■ 
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i  a  phoio  Drawer 


All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9.  Please  mark  the  drawer 
number  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 


MASCUUNE  WELL-ENDOWED 
STUD  sought  fa'  an  intensely  aftoc- 
nonaie  male  companion  that  is  35. 
63.171  NolmtoS'M.B/Dordrugs 
Prater  non-smokers,  non-dancers 
Interested  in  photography,  chess, 
electronics    Casual  encounters  thai 


_d  Tails! 
mg  younger  m 


116-351  6,  170c 


MONTREAL 

MALE  30.  wrsbes  10  meet  same  up  10 
35  tor  sincere  inendship  eveniuaity 
permanent  Am  straight  looking  and 
acting  0*2°,  '75  ids  Not  mio  Oars 
S'M.B'D  Have  good  |ob.  enroy  quiet 
Iile  Like  to  travel  Reply  Boi  488  Sin 
H.  Montreal,  Quebec  H3G  2L5 
NOVA  SCOTIA 

NOVASCOTtA  —  Rural-  gJtj   ml-:"- 


FRIENDS^ 


HAMILTON  _ 


25,  v 


WOMAN  34.  to  meel  others  lor  good 
times  Emphasis  on  discretion  Am 
intelligent,  educated,  good-looking, 
employed  —  desire  same  No  rad 
(ems  Young  couples  lor  friendship — 
line    Send    photo. 


HAMILTON  French  teacher.  59';  , 
1S5  lbs,  28,  into  classical,  tolk. 
Brazilian     music,     tennis,     squash. 


Cad 


iking,  i 


o  dancing.  : 
leet  Quieter 


'  **5_ 


FRIENDS^ 


CENTRAL  BC 

CENTRAL/INTERIOR  BC  -  Voung 
prolessional  working  guy  Woking  tor 
gay  fnends  in  this  area.  Mainly  jusl 
want  to  communicate  with  other 
homosexuals  who  also  find  them- 
selves miles  Irom  any  mafor  gay 
centre   All  letters  answered   Drawer 

451  

ALBERTA 

RURAL  ALTA.  Young  man  in   30$ 


25-35,     in 
reasonable  shape    Drawer  444 

TORONTO . 

I  DRINK  8EER  smoke  dope.  luck, 
suck,  and  nde  a  motorcycle  Not  into 
S'M.  am  shy.  and  like  peanutbutter 
sandwiches  I  work  with  my  hands, 
Man  (red  Mann's  Earth  band  is  my  lav - 
Rockband,  and  I  live  downtown 


25    Not   into   anything   I 

466-0494 

STUDENT  AGE  23    Voung  looking 

Wish   to    meel   sincere    people   tor 

(nendsh'P        18-35       approximately 

Drawer  455  _  _  

28  YR  OLD  passive  man  ot  van 


i   guy   i 


165  It 


.  dark  c 

k  eyebrows, 


possible  '< 


Drav 


r429. 


i    Phoio  a 


TO    I 

years  old   I 


i  39 
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ble  steady  re  la  lions  hip  Would 
appreciate  phoio  Nol  into  drugs 
Prele  r  non  -  smokers  Oniysmcereand 
honest  need  apply    Write  to  Drawer 


SASKATOON 
MALE  mid  40'$  wo 
young  rr 


asionai  weekend, 
enjoys  outdoor  lite  especially  horses 
Photo  appreciated  bui  not  esseniral 
must:  would  like  a 
place  lo  live,  this  could  be  arranged 

Drawer  443 
NORTHERN  MANITOBA 


MALE  29  years,  5'5  .    150  lbs.  lit. 

ployed  Part  Chinese,  bom  A  raised  In 
Toronto  Enioys  lishmg.  camping, 
running,  squash,  movies,  plus  a  quiet 
homelite  Seeks lairlytii, stable. warm 

[lOnship   Drawer  398  

NEWCOMER  to  Canada  Having 
plenty  ol  casual  sen  Oul  longing  lor  a 
stable  and  meaningful  relationship 
I'm  looking  tor  a  sincere,  reliable  and 
above  all,  masculine  man  in  the  age 
bracket  35-50  Ail  walks  ot  lile.  bui  well 

leellngs    PO    Bo*  7198  Station  A, 

Toronto  MSW  1X8. 

VERY  ACTIVE  INTELLECTUAL,  30. 


MALE,      masculine,      very     yi 

looking  32.  5  9",  150  lbs.  brown 

neetrng     and  eyes,  good  mm.  average  e 

Drawer     thing      Smooth     complexion. 

hairy   Considered  lo  be  sincere 

■--   Seek  IT  -  ' 


with  si 


id  lor  ci 


ship  Phoio  essential,  gets  mine  by 
reium  Discretion  assured  and 
expected.  Novices  welcome  Drawer 


Windsoi 

servile  in  ihe  com  parry  oi  me  ngm  one 
I  don'1  care  for  the  gay  bar  scone  and  it 
this  is  your  bag  please  don  t  respond 
10  this  ad  Be  tall  or  short  bui  be  Inmly 
built  I'm  generous  to  a  point  and  enjoy 
doing  things  lor  someone  Hike  This  Is 
my  ftrst  and  only  ad  It  you're  inter- 
ested, write  LG,  So.  7213,  Detroit.  Ml 
48202,  USA 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


kind  and  understanding,  wide  inler- 

siable,  intelligent  good-looking  youth 
under  24  lor  friendship  and  possibly 
permanent  re laiions hip  Frequently  in 
Canada.  Phoio  appreciated  a 


poim 


145  II 


wide 


Drawer 


Drawer  442 

MAN,  40,  5  10  ,  165  lbs.  wishes 

correspond  with  and  eventually  rr 

anyone  interested  in  lantasies  rev 

mg  around  violence,  wrestling,  i 

and  necrophilia  Drawer  441 

WINNIPEG 

RICK    DICKERSON    i 


wnte  #105  - 


2:11 


GAV  MALE,  white.  35,  55".  140  lbs. 
straight  looking,  honest,  affectionate, 
average  looks,  seeks  permanent  rela- 
tionship Am  in i erest ed  in  music, 
reading,  walking  and  travelling  The 
person  I  m  looking  for  should  have  his 

around  nor  in  persons  wrth  sado- 
masochistic tendencies  or  into  B'D  or 
Leather  I  want  10  share  my  lite  with  the 
ng/tt  person  I  am  just  coming  oul  and 
am  not  very  expeneneed  in  the  gay 
life  lam  very  lonety  and  am  looking  for 


depend    Not  11 

would  preler  a  non-smoker  and 
drinker  The  person  concerned  si 
preferably  be  in  the  sama  area  as 
Photos  are  welcome 


MALE  23.  non-diinker.  non-smoker, 
dislike  drugs,  attending  university, 
looking  for  young  (18-321  hairy, 
masculine  guv  'or  friendship  photo 
appreciated  Answer  all  letters  Wnte 
289  Windermere  Road.  Rm  958, 
London,  Ontario  N6B  _2J_8_lVincej 


health,  psychology,  i 
Sltmuiaimg  chai  is  my  lavonle  p 
ime    Looking  for  Inends  25-35,  nol 

range    ol    inte 

HANDSOME  hot-blooded  hall-breed, 
well-endowed,  would  like  repty  Irom 
readers  who  enjoy  heavy  petting', 
especially  Jewish  boys  Drawer  448 
YOUNG  FRIENOS  wanted  by  lonely 
gay  guy  married  6',  175  lbs,  blue 
eyes,  brown  hair,  age  46  Interests 
mciud*  theatre,  photography,  sei, 
conversation,  saunas  Discretion 
promised  and  expected.  Send  picture, 
Box  112  Islington,  Sin  fi.  Etobicoke, 

Ont  M9C  4X9. 

SINCERE,  considered  attraclrve.  25 
year  old  male  artist  seeks  com- 
panionship ot  intelligent  atlractive 
masculine  man,  ages  25-30  with  an 
interest  in  the  arts  and  good  conver- 
sation LD_rawet_438 

AMIABLE,  easygoing  mature  guy  in 
his  50s  seeks  a  congenial  male  com- 
panion, any  age  to  share  ihe 
pleasures  ot  dining   wining,   music. 


line  Man,  47, 5'10 ',  176  lbs,  wishes  to 
meel  bisexual  couples.  Also  harry - 
chested  Males  ol  passive  disposition 
Box  5363,  Station  A.  Toronto      _ 

GAY  CARNIVAL.  Two  Inends,  middle 
aged,  seek  one  or  two  gay  males  to 
share  three- week  In p  10  the  fabulous 
camrval  in  Munich,  February  1977 
Everything  arranged,  fascinating 
actrvities  Drawer  440 
YOUNG  GUY.  21.  511  .  slim,  good- 
looking.  togetherbut  lonely  would  like 
lo  meel  similar  18-30  Lets  get  to- 
gether and  see  if  we  need  each  other 
Please  write  with  photo  and  phone 
number  Looking  (onward  to  you 
Anes  _Drawer  454 

LEATHER  GUY  in  40  s.  good  build, 
experienced  in  S'M.  B/D,  interested 
in  slender  or  muscular  guys  lo  40 
Musi  turn  on  10  being  spanked  and/or 
strapped  Umiis  respected.  Beginners 
welcome.  Box  112.  Sin.  Q.  Toronto. 


rugs,  freaks 

Sincere  only,  please    Drawer  450 

MICHIGAN  

MALES  wnte  same  lor  possible  meet- 
ing. Age/looks  not  important  Lonely, 
discreet  College  educated  while  pro- 
fessional <30s,  5  10.  180 Ibsi.  Send 
description  and  lun  preference  Bon- 
holder  Bos  613,  Fknt.  Michigan  48601, 
USA_  

HOMES 


GAYCON  PRESS  NEWSLETTER    * 

newsletter  lor  gay  m prison  Thenew* 
letter  contains  entry,  general  infor- 
mation, news  and  some  graphics  The 
newsletter  IS  S*nl  FREE  10  all 
prisoners  (Free  gays  are  encouraged 
IP  subscribe  -  12  issues  tor  S3  )  Write 
to  Ron  Endersby.  IE  3rd  Si ,  NYC, 

NY  10003_1_y_SA_  

PA  FUERA1  is  Ihe  voice  ot  the  Puerto 
Rican  Gay  Movement  12  issues 
(regular  sub)  $S,  Air  Mail  56  Send  lo 
Pa  lucre.  Apartaoo  5523.  Estaoon  de 
Pueita  de  Tiena  San  Juan,  Puerto 
.  00906 


PRISONER  black  single,  very  much 
in  need  ol  a  (hand  II  is  tenure  to  be 
passed  by  at  mail  call  Would  any- 
one oul  there  like  lo  correspond7 
Wnte  John  Cunningham  #143-982. 
PO  Box  5500,  Chill  icolbe,  Ohio, 
45601,  USA. 

LATE 30s  5 BW .  125lbs.li»eloread 
and  listen  to  goodmusic  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  all  open-minded  and 
broad-minded  people  Wnie  Paul 
pplston,  Orawer  A.  Atascadero.  CA 
93422,  USA 

MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada  and  the  U  S  Join  GAY- 
MATES,  a  pen-pal  dub  for  gay  men 
For  free  into  write  GS1,  Dept  B.  PO 
Box  3043.  Saskatoon ,  Saskat- 
chewan, Canada. 

I  AM  AN  "INMATE  in  Ihe  Southern 
Ohio  correctional  ladlity  It's  very 
lonely  in  here'  Would  appreciate  cor- 

824.   PO    Box   787-K-6-41    Lucas- 

ville,  OH  4564B,  USA    

GENUINE  INTERNATIONAL  PEN- 
FRIENDS  Gay  men  and  women  in 
Wales  would  like  10  correspond 
with  gay  people  in  Canada.  Write 
CHE.,  Swansea  4  Neath  Group. 
PO  Box  19.  Port  Talbot.  S  Wales, 
Greal  Bnli 


GAY  PENFRIENOS   mqumes  in 
Jack  Halting.  Box  88009BP  Hono- 
lulu. Hawaii  96815  INTERNATIONAL 


WORK 


ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
tor  lasting  mutual  friendship  Intelli- 
gent, young,  nonhairy  gay  Iprelerably 
very  boyish  looking  with  high  I Q.)  Is 
desired  My  description  5'11°  160 
lbs.,  good  looks,  nonhairy,  excellent 
shape  arid  health,  high  1.0  .  consider- 
ate,  honest,    forthright, 


dfor  1 


tlligent  n 


My 


Manitoba 

TORONTO 

ONE  MORE  PERSON  n 

consists  of  tour  gay  men  involved  in 
progressive  politics  You  don  1  have  to 
be  like  us  bui  we  have  10  get  along 

Call  921  -6044 

GAY  GUYS  Rooms,  flats,  apart- 
ments Furnished  and  unfurnished 
Broadview- Gerrard  area  (Toronto) 
Phone  Don  465-3287. 

READIES- 


IMMEDIATELY  Part 
modelling  instructor  lor  new  studio 
Please  send  composite  or  reialed 
mlormation  10  Gary  Dreiter,  Box  215, 

Station  K.  Toronto  M4P  2G5 

THE  BODY  POLITIC  is  looking  lor 
people  interested  in  selling  display 
advertising  on  a  commission  basis 

tor  extra  cash  you  can  I  beal  it.  Please 
wnte  TBP,  801  7289,  Sin.  A.  Toronio 
M5W  IX? 


OTHER 


EtOtHCf 


i.  Ont.  M9C  4V3 


c.  Box  204. 


FRIENDSHIP  AM  MORE  Masculine 
professional,  early  thirties,  average 
looking,  56".  180  lbs,  warm-hearted 
and  good-natured,  seeks  sincere, 
successful  masculine  male  lor  mature 
and  honest  relationship  Enpy  the 
arts,  reading  and  music,  dancing, 
slaying  at  home,  going  out.  camping, 
the  bush,  into  earth  sciences, 
tectonics    No  drugs.  SM,  eic.  Dis- 

expected  in  return  prawer_45j6._ 
PROFESSIONAL.      EXPERIENCED 

DISCIPLINARIAN  interested  in 
younger  guys  who  crave  an  old- 
fashioned  application  of  Ihe  strap, 
particularly  those  nervous  about 
getting  sianed  Wnie  exactly  what's 
on  your  mind.  Drawer  458 
WANTED  SELF-SUPPORTING  1B 
25  year  old  gay  male  to  seek  and 
share  accomodation  with  active  32 
year  old  All  replies  answered  by  tele- 
phone Drawer  459 
YOUNG.  HANDSOME,  beautiful  in 
body  and  mind,  intelligent,  humane 
and  very  tovmg  person  seeks  similar 

lectually,  emotionally  and  physically, 
to  exchange  and  appreciate  all  the 
best  in  life.  Will  do  anything  for  the 
right  person  Please  wnte  details 
Oranyef  460. 


BOY  LOVERS  Hermes  b 


nple  51  25  US    lunds. 
Hermes, PO  Box  802.  North  Chicago 

IL  60064,  USA. 

CSC  NEWSLETTER  -  lor  conscious- 
ness raising  on  children's  right  10  self- 
determination,  ageism,  childhood  sex 
education  &  youth  liberation  S6  lor  3 
issues,  bi-montjiry,  CSC  PO  Box 
5164,  San  Diego,  CA  92105  USA. 
Checks  or  m /o  10  Valida  Oavila. 
GAY    FICTION    MAGAZINE     Gay 

ttanscnpls  ot  quality  work  for  a  new 
quarterly  magazine  of  gay  fiction  to  be 
published  in  San  Francisco  next  year. 
Erotic  material  will  be  considered,  but 
no  pornography  or  poetry  will  be  pub- 
lished Graphic  an  is  also  being 
sought.  Send  manuscripts  or  art  work 
lo:  Gay  Fiction  Magazine.  631  Castro 
Streel.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114, 

USA.  __ 

NUDE  BOYS  4  MEN.  all  typ*  =  sues 
and  shapes  Largest  &  Finest  Selec- 
tion ol  Gay  Films  and  Magazines  mine 
World'  Guaranteed  Canadian  de- 
livery. Send  tor  FREE  photo  illus- 
trated Catalogs  Henk  van  Amstei, 
Ben  219.  Veslertirogade  208,  1S00 
Copenhagen.  DENMARK 


MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  30  word  ad 
free  with  S4  00  membership  Namesa 
addresses  from  everywhere  Monihly 
bulletin    Chasers.  Box  423,  Verdun. 

Quebec. 

STEAM/SAUNA  BATH  for  sale  with 
prime  downtown  property  in  Peler- 
boro,  Ontario,  217  Townsend  Streel, 

Phone  (705)  743-7797. 

SPORTS  ANYONE?  Soccer,  volley- 
ball, baseball,  touch  football    TAG 

9&4-fi60O 

GAY  LEGAL  ENCOUNTER  «  EX- 
CHANGE GLEE  is  a  legal  exchange 
recently  formed  to  provide  free  legal 
assistance  lo  the  gay  pnsoners  incar- 
cerated m  all  Federal  and  State  Facili- 
ties GLEE  is  especially  geared  10 
serve  the  needs  and  deal  with  the 
problems  relating  to  Ihe  gay  prisoner 
Some  of  Ihe  services  available  are 
research,  assistance  with  the  prep- 
aration of  suits  and  motions,  filing 
class  action  suits  [especial Ify  1983) 
and  m  some  cases,  norv appointed 
court  representation  For  more  infor- 
mation on  these  and  oihe'  'ree  servi- 
ces, wnte  10  Jerry  Dighera,  P  0  Box 
2,  Lansing,  Kansas  66043 
GAY  TEACHERS  Ira  doing  re- 
search on  Coming  Oul  in  the  Class- 
room: The  Dilemma  ot  the  Homo- 
sexual Teacher    Please  wrile  and  ten 

are  out  and  fared  1 
came   out    and   were   discriminated 
againsl  or  II  you  are  still  in  the  dos- 
for  any  reason  I  want  10  hear  about 
PaufG  Leroux  324  Broadway  Avenue 
Montreal,  Quebec  His  5A6 


COMMUWMl  PAGH 


|  ONTARIO  P.aces  wiinoul  9*1  group* 
write  COBhtJOn  (Or  Gay  flights  in 
Olano  iCGROl,  193  Cafflon  SI. 
Toronto  and  leamorolher  lesbian  and 
gay  persons  [maybe  groups  ''1  ft  you' 
area  LAI  S  make  me  gay  presence  'ell 
throughout  itv>  province 
SKI  AT  VAIL  —  STAY  AT  HOME  A 
guest  rouse  lor  gay  men  ano  mwriBn 
Information  and  reservations  write 
HOME.  P  O  Be*  '635.  Van  Colorado 
a  1657   USA 

SUDBURY 

SUDBURY 


^  Ontario  gay 


BBl 


Keep  your 
ad  runny 


PMZARRE  ,ill,»K.>. 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  o'  Canadian  groups  which 
primarily  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling 
against  gay  oppression  II  includes,  democraiically  constituted 
organizations  ol  gay  people  co-operal I vety  run  clubs  and 
community  centres  bookstores  which  advertise  themselves 
as  sellers  o'  gay  and  feminist  literature,  and  gay  periodicals 
operated  on  a  non - h re' archie al.  non-profil  basis 

ll.yoo  wish  to  be  listed,  please  send  ihe  information  about 
your  group  to   The  Body  Politic   Boi  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto. 
Oniano  M5W  1X9  Be  sure  to  notify  us  of  any  change  m  infor- 
mation already  listed  on  Ihe  Community  Page 


CALGARY 


GAY  INFORMATION  AND 
RESOURCES 
315.  7th  St  SW 
Calgary,  AB  T2P  1Z5 
264-3911  -7-10PM 
LESBIAN  DROP-IN 


MONTREAL 


33S 


j  S  E 


Take  your  ad  out  lor  2  laeue*  and 

unim 

Or  for  4  laauea  and  tave  20%  on 

your  ad  {personals  only). 


Were  Alive 
and  Woll 

and  Going  to  Every 
High  School 


Calgary,  Alberta 
Wednesdays  8  pr 
j4Q3)  26fr2552 

CORNER  BROOK 


COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NFLD   (CHAN) 
Box  905.  Comer  Brook 
Cormr  Brook,  NF  A2H  6J2 


EDMONTON 


CLUB  70' 

10242,  106th  St. 

Edmonton,  Afbena 

(403)  423-5051 

GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 

EQUAUTY 

8225  - 109  Street 

Box  1852 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

(403)433-8160 


GUELPH 

GUELPH  GAY  EQUALITY 
Flm.  221,  Univ.  Centre 
Unry  ol  Guelph 
Guetoh,  Ontario 
Gayline  (519)  836-4550 
HALIFAX  


THE  ALTEHNATE  BOOKSHOP 
Ste  301.  1 585  Bamngton  Street 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
GAY  ALUANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 
Bon  161,  A/mdale  Stn 
Halifax.  Nova  Scotia  B3L  4G9 
Gayline  (902)  420-6969 
HAUFAX  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
5673  Bremon  Place 
Box  5052,  Armdale  Sin 
Halifax.  Nova  Scotia 
[9021  JJ3-U643 


HAMILTON 


McMASTEH  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

DCt  Box  44,  Sin.  B 

Hamilton,  Ontario  L8L  7T5 

Gayline  (416)  527-0336 

The  following  groups  can  a)so  be 

contacted  at  the  above  address: 

EUGENE'S  DISCO 

GAY  WOMEN  OF  HAMILTON 

BI-SEXUALS  OF  HAMILTON 

(rap  group) 


KINGSTON 


KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

21X1  Montreal  Street 
Kingston,  Ontario 
(613)  542-5226 
QUEEN'S  UNIVERSITY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 
Student  Affairs  Centre 
SI  Queen's  Crescent 
Queen  s  University, 
Kingston,  Ontario  K7L  2S7 
(613)  547-2836_ 


KfTCHENER/WATERLOO 

THE  WOMEN'S  PLACE 

42-B  King  Street  South 

Waterloo.  Ontario 

(519)886-1620 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 

LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  o(  Students 

University  ot  Waterloo 

Waterloo.  Ontario  N2L  3G1 

L5t9j  885-1211  e.2372 

LONDON 


HOMOPHILE  ASSOC   OF 
LONDON.  ONT. 
649  Colbome  SL 
London.  Ontano  N6A  322 
[519]  433-3763 


MISSISSAUGA 


GAY  EQUAUTY  MISSISSAUGA 

Box  193.  Sin  A 

Mjsassauga,  Ontario  L5A  227 


ANDROGYNY  BOOKSTORE 
1 21 7  Crescent  St 

Montreal.  Quebec  H3G  2B1 

1514)866-2131 

ASSOCIATION  COMMUNAUTAIRE 

HOMOSEXUELLE  DE 

L  UNIVERSITE  DE  MONTREAL 

CP755, 

Outremont.  Quebec  H2V  4N9 
CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN  DE 
MONTREAL 
6581  Si  Laureni 
Montreal.  Quebec 

1514)279-5361 

GAY  COALITION  AGAINST 

REPRESSION/COMITE 

HOMOSEXUEL  ANTV 

REPRESSION 

CP  36,  Soccursale  C 

Montreal.  Quebec  H2L  4J7 

(514)866-2131 

GAY  INFO 

C/0  Eric  Hill 

695  Moffat  Avenue 

Verdun.  Quebec  H4J  IY7 

(514)288-1101     7-10PM 

GAYUNE 

Family  Services  Assoc 
4515  St.  CalhenneSt  W 
Wesrmounl.  Quebec 
(514)  931-8668  or  931-5330 
7  days/wk  7-1 1  pm 

GAY  McGILL 
University  Centre 
3460  McTavish 
Montreal.  Quebec  H3A  1X9 
GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL 
d'ACTION  POLmQUE 
CP  235,  Stn  N 
Montreal.  Quebec 
MONTREAL  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH/EGUSE  COM- 
MUNAUTAIRE DE  MONTREAL 
CP  610.  Succursate.  NDG 
Montreal.  Quebec  K4A  3R1 
(514)845-4471 
MONTREAL  LESBIAN 
ORGANIZATION 
3595  St  Urbain  Street, 
Montreal.  Quebec  H2X  2N6 
(514)842-4781 
Drop-in.  Thurs  8  pm 
Monthly  newsletter 
NACHES,-  GAY  JEWISH 
DISCUSSION  GROUP 
Box  298,  Stn  H 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Ph:  Roy  (514)738-9003 
Harvey  488-0849  


OTTAWA 


GAYS  OF  OTTAWA/GAIS  DE 
L'OUTAOUAIS 

Box  2919  Stn  0  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa.  Ontario  KIP  5W9 

378  Elgin,  2nd  Boor 

Ottawa.  Ontario 

Gayline:  238-1717 

Business:  (613)  233-0152 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  CARLETON 

c/o  CUSA,  Carleton  Univ. 

Colonel  By  Dnve 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1S  5B6 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254  Cooper  #it 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K2P  0G4 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

821  Somerset  St.  West 

Otlawa.  Ontario 

16131  ^^3-2560  


QUEBEC 


SERVICE  0  ENTRAIDE  HOMO- 
PHILE DE  QUEBEC 
260  rue  des  Franciscans 
CP  See,  Quebec 6 


ATROPOS  FELLOWSHIP 
SOCIETY/ ODYSSEY  CLUB" 
Box  3414 
Regina.  Sask.  S4P  3J8 


ST.  JOHN'S 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 

ASSOCIATION  OF   NFLD.   ICHAN) 

Box  613.  Stn  C 

SL  Johns.  NF  AlC  5K8 

SASKATOON 


GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 
c/o  Prof  Peter  Mifiard 
Box  1662 

Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 
GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
31020th  Street  East  |2nd  fl) 
Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 
(306  j  652-0972 


THUNDER  BAY 


NORTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

1 20  W  Amelia 

Box  314,  StnF 

Thunder  Bay.  Ontario 


TORONTO 


CATALYST  PRESS 

315  Biantyrs  Avenue 

Scarborough,  Ontario  M1N  2S6 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 

ASSOC.  OF  TORONTO  (CHAT) 

199  Church  SI  2nd  floor 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  121 

(416)862-1544 

DIGNITY 

Box  249.  Stn.  E 

Toronto.  Ontano  M6H  4E2 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Box  396,  Sin  K 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4P  2E0 

GAY  ALUANCE  AT  YORK 

Office:  216  Vaniei  College  Res. 

(416)667-3509.667-3632 

Mailing  Address:  c/o  CYSF 

Centre!  Square,  Rm  105 

York  University 

4700  Keele  Street 

Oownsview.  Ontario  M3J  1P3 

GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 

EQUAUTY 

193  Canton  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2K7 

(416)964-0148 

GAY  YOUTH  GROUP 
Meetings  Tuesdays  al  7 

Chyrch  St  Community  Centre 

519  Church  SI 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

4  Collier  Street  (al  Yonge) 

Toronto.  Onlario 

(416)961-4161 

HAMISHPACHA  (the  family) 

Gay  Jewish  Group 
1179ABIoorSI.  W. 

To'onlo.  Ontano 

Call  Harvey  960-0053 
Don  653-0498 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

29  Granby  Street 

Toronto.  Ontano  M5B  1H8 

Drop-in/Office. 

7  days/wk,  7  pm-midnighi 

Church  (416)364-9799 

Distress  Line  (4161  384-9835 

NOP  GAY  CAUCUS 
l63Rusholme  Rd. 

Toronto.  On  M6H  2Y6 

TORONTO  AREA  GAYS 

Counselling  service /phone  line 
.Box  6706,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontano 

(416)  964-6600 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

85  Harbord  Street 

Toronto,  Ontano 

(416)  922-8744 

WAGES  DUE  LESBIANS 

Box  38,  Stn  E 

Toronto,  Ontario 

(416)  466-7457 


VANCOUVER 


DIGNITY/VANCOUVER 
Box  1036 

Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3X5 
GAY  ALUANCE  TOWARD 
EQUALITY 
J3ox  1463.  Sin  A 
Vancouver,  BC 
(604)689-3139 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 
c/o  Studeni  Society 
Simon  Fraser  University 
Bumaby.  BC 
(604)  876-4704 
GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 
Box  9,  Student  Unon  Bldo 
Unrv  ot  BC 
Vancouver  BC  V6T  1W5 


LESBIAN  CAUCUS  OF  THE  BC 
FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN 
Box  4294 

Vancouver.  BC 

SEARCH  (Society  tor  Education, 

Action,  Research  &  Counselling  tn 

Homosexuality] 

Bo.  48903.  Bentall  Centre 

Vancouver,  BC  V7x  1AB 


(604J  689- 1 039  oi 

VICTORIA 


VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

552  Pandora  Street 
Victona.BC 
16041  385-3843 


WINDSOR 


WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 

Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn 
Windsor,  Oniano  N9C  3Y6 
(519)252-0979 
WOMEN'S  PLACE 
327  Oueiiette  Ave,  #202 
Windsor.  Oniano  N9A  4J1 
(519)258-0244       


WINNIPEG 


A  WOMAN  S  PLACE 

143  Walnul  SI 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  iP2 

(204)  786-4581 

DIGNITY/WINNIPEG 

Box  1912 

Winnipeg,  Mb  R3C  3R2 

GAYS  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  27,  UMSU 

University  ot  Manitoba 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  FIST  2N2 

(204)  474-8216 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL  _ 


CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 

Box  7289,  Sin  A 

Toronto,  Oniano  M5W  1X9 

(416)863-6320 

COAUTION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN 

ONTARIO 

193  Carlton  Street 

Toronto,  Ontano 

(416)964-0148 

COMMITTEE  TO  OEFEND  JOHN 

DAMIEN 

Box  117,  Sin  V 

Toronto,  Ontano  M6R  3A4 

UBERTARIANS  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS 

315  Blan tyre  Avenue 

Scarborough,  Ontano  M1N  256 

NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 

COAUTION/COAUTION 

NATIONAL  pour  les  DROITS  des 

HOMOSEXUELS  (NGRC/CNDH) 

CP2919,  Soccursale  O 

Ottawa.  Canada  K1P  5W9 

(613)  233-0152 

NATIONAL  SOCIAL  CREDIT  GAY 

CAUCUS 

Box  1267,  Sin.  A 

Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1G7 

UNrTARIAN  UNIVERSAUSTGAY 

CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 

Box  6248,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1P6 


PUBLIC  A  T10NS_ 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 

Box  7289,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9 

Sub:  54.50/ 10  issues 

GAY  TIDE 

Box  1463,  Sin  A 

Vancouver,  BC 
LONG  TIME  COMING 

Lesbian-  Feminist  newspaper 
Box  128,  Stn  G 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Sub  SS/yr 
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Out  celebrating 


No.  1  November-December  1971 
Toronto.  It  was  hand  lettered  across 
that  first  cover  five  years  ago  this 
month.  And  it  dated  the  birth  of  the  first 
Canadian  publication  to  take  a  serious 
ook  at  the  situation  of  gay  people  in 
this  country.  The  first  publication  to 
report  the  efforts  of  an  increasingly 
aware  and  active  gay  population  intent 
on  changing  that  situation. 

Those  were  heady,  adventurous 
days.  We  cranked  the  paper  out  of 
basements,  hawked  it  on  the  streets 
outside  gay  bars  in  Toronto,  sent  it  to 
the  two  or  three  struggling  gay  groups 
that  were  popping  up  across  the 
country. 

We've  seen  that  movement  grow. 
Seen  those  two  or  three  groups 
increase  to  the  more  than  fifty  that 
regularly  appear  on  our  community 
page. 

The  Body  Politic  has  grown  too. 
We're  as  familiar  now  to  gay  people  in 
St.  John's  and  Victoria  as  we  are  to 
Toronto's  gay  community.  And  we  try 
to  keep  gay  Canada  up-to-date: 
heralding  our  successes,  analyzing 
our  setbacks,  printing  the  news  that 
gay  people  won't  find  in  any  other 
newspaper  in  this  country. 

Five  years.  Many  of  them  difficult,  all 
of  them  rewarding.  Five  years  of  posi- 


We'll  be  5  years  old 
next  issue! 


tive  feedback  and  support  from  you, 
our  readers.  Support  that's  helped  us 
become  one  of  the  oldest  collectively  - 
run  gay  papers  on  the  continent. 

We  think  that's  reason  to  celebrate. 
Next  issue  is  a  "celebration  issue"  - 


we've  gathered  together  some  of  the 
best  gay  writing  in  Canada  and  we're 
packing  it  into  an  exciting,  special 
double  Body  Politic. 

New  fiction  by  internationally 
acclaimed  lesbian  author  Jane  Rule.  A 
look  at  the  history  of  gay  people  in  the 
movies.  The  uncovering  of  an 
important  gay  American  artist.  The  first 
look  at  a  "homosexual  scandal"  that 
shook  up  the  Ontario  Family  Compact 
of  the  1830's.  And  much,  much  more. 

Spread  the  celebration  around.  You 
must  know  someone  who  would  love  to 
start  receiving  The  Body  Politic  with 
this  bumper  issue.  Make  it  a  gift:  birth- 
day, Christmas,  anniversary,  Bar 
Mitzvah,  or  for  no  good  reason  at  all 
except  that  you  care  for  someone.  It's 
inexpensive,  and  it's  a  gift  that  turns  up 
at  the  door  ten  times  a  year  instead  of 
just  once. 

Make  a  friend  a  part  of  the  growing 
community  of  gay  people  in  Canada 
who  are  doing  something  about  their 
lives.  Make  a  friend  a  Body  Politic 
reader. 

Your  gift  subscription  can  come  as  a 
pleasant  surprise.  Or  if  you  prefer, 
we'll  enclose  an  attractive  card  with 
the  first  issue,  and  write  in  any 
message  you  like.  Just  check  the 
appropriate  box  below. 


I  want  to  join  the  community.  So  this 
for  me! 

Start  my  subscription 

with  issue  number 


5  issues     10  issues 


Canada  1st  class    $4.50  $8.00 

2nd  class       2.75  4.50 


USA 


1st  class 
2nd  class 


6.00 
4.00 


10.50 
7.00 


International    Air 
Surface 


10.00 
7.00 


The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M5W  1X9 

Name:  


Address:. 


Make  this  one  a  gift! 

First     class     □     Second  class  □ 
Five  issues  □  Ten  issues  □ 


Send  to: 
Name:  _ 


Address: 


Surprise  gift  Q 

Want  us  to  enclose  a  gift  card?  □ 

Your  message: 


This  one  too! 

First  class  □  Second  class  □ 
Five  issues  □  Ten  issues  n 

Send  to: 

Name: 


Address: 


Surprise  gift  □ 

Want  us  to  enclose  a  gift  card?  □ 

Your  message:  


